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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Some recent publications may, perhaps, 
inake it neceflary for the Author of the 
fubft quent Work, in order to evade the 
cenfure of plagiarifm, to ftate, that fha 
could, if neceflary, produce the tefti- 
mony of feveral refpeftablc witneffes, 
to prove that the entire plot of the fol- 
lowing ftory, and nearly three parts of 
the writing, were finiihed previoufly to 
the appearance of the play called "' The 
Stronger'* at Drury-lane Theatre ; and 
that ihe is ^not confcious of having bor- 
rowed one idea from that much-admired 
performance. 

She has fee? two works advertifed, 
which fhe has been informed bear a 
refemblance to her own plan : '' Let- 
*' ters from an Hindoo Rajah ;" and 
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<« Waldroff; or, the Dangers of Phi* 
" lofophy." As ihe has never met -i 
with either, fhe cannot tell how far her 
fentiments may be fimilar to theirs. 

There is a clafs of writers to whom 
Ihe owns herfelf under fome obligations, 
as they not only fuggefted to her the 
portrait of her complete villain, but 
alfo furnilhed her with feveral fpecious 
paffages, which Ihe has appropriated, 
unaltered, to the charafter of Fitzof- 
borne. She could fpecify the quota- 
tions, with the names of the authors ; 
but perhaps their liberality will be better 
pleafed with a general acknowledg- 
ment. 
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CHAP. I. 

Tofth fteps the fpruce philofopher> and tells 
Of homogcneal and difcordant fprings 
And principles; of caufes, how they wx)rk 
By neccflary laws their fure tffeds; 
Of a^ion and rea(^ion. He has fcHind 
The fource of the difcafe that nature fetU, 
And bids the world take heart, and banifti fear. 

COWPER. 

A^Ir's. PrudentIa HoMespUn. again 
begs leave to return thanks to the world 
for its very favourable reception of 
her lucubrations. She is now firmly 
convinced, that the clamours which are 
circulated againft the injuflice and bad 
tafte of the times, may be confidered 
' VOL. I. B either 
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either as the declamations of difappoint- 
ed ambition^ or the ebullitions of male- 
volent fpleen, foured by the fucccfs of 
fome happier rival. She conceives her- 
felf to be particularly fortunate in ex- 
ifling at a period more favourable to 
mental exertions than thofe which have 
been commonly deemed the golden ages 
of literature. Contemplating from her 
cafy chair the vaft extent of modern dif- 
coveries, not only in the fcicnces, but 
in morals and government, and extend- 
ing her meditations from rclleclion 
on what her learned co-adjutors have 
done, to fpeculation on what they 
propofe doing, Oie is compelled to ac- 
knowledge, that the clofc of the eigh- 
teenth century claims diftinguifhed pre- 
eminence for thofe indubitable marks of 
genius, originality in entcrprife, and 
boldnefs of invention, over the colder 
eras of Pericles, Auguftus, and the 

Medici. 
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Medici. Nay, fhe vfiW go £o £ir as to 
affirm, that the labours of the ^^ New 
Philofophy*' will be remembered by the» 
efFed:s, when the theories of all former 
fchools (hall be forgotten. 

It muft be very gratifying to a retired 
-^d woman, to confider that her pro« 
du£tions may fail down this fwelling 
, ftream of fame with thofe of her immortal 
contemporaries. She confefies that her 
ideas differ in fome refpefts from theirs i 
but as every one profeffes the fame end, 
namely, the improvement of the uni- 
:, verfe, fhe rejoices that fhe is permitted, 
by the liberality of the times, to diffe- 
minate her own peculiar fentiments. If 
Ihe be of opinion, that Morality appeared 
to better advantage when fhe was con. 
tented to be the handmaid of Piety, than 
fince fhe has fet up for an independent 
charadler ; if fhe be convmced, that the 
abilities and attainments of man are in 

B2 this 
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this life fo limited, that he will never be 
able to *' wield thefe elements/' to en- 
dow a machine with inteUeQual powers, 
or to array himfelf with a felf-invefted 
inxmortality ; if ihe be perfuaded, that the 
filial and conjugal ties are no remnants 
of fSeudal barbarifm, but happy inftitu- 
^ohs, calculated to promote domeflic 
peace; if flie has been taught, that reli- 
gion is more than fentiment, and female 
virtue fomething flronger than exterior 
decorum; if (he (hudder at the elo- 
quence w^hich extenuates impiety, terms 
feduftion an amiable frailty, and gaming 
an elegant amufement condemned by 
the infane morality of the law : furely 
Ihe may hope for that celebrity which a 
bold oppofition to received opinions ge- 
nerally enfures. Nay,^ fhould fhe even 
prefer the Gothic > ruff and pinner, as 
better adapted to 'fir it ifh wives and mo- 
thers than the loofe drapery of Grecian 

Bacchanals, 
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Bacchanals, or the more offenfive ap- 
pearance of uncivlh'zed favages, though 
recommended by the fanftion of Pariiian 
enthufi2ifts, when, with more than Pa- 
gan infatuation or cannibal infenfibility, 
they meet to commemorate in their 
fcftive dances — not the triumphs of their 
Gods, nor the death of their enemies — 
but the murder of their parents^ their 
huibands, and their children j may fbc 
not plead a clofe attention to the coitume 
of manners, and reproach the fenfual 
copyifts of a Cleopatra or an Afpafia with 
want qf energy, who adopt all the cha- 
rafteriftics of the archetype, of which 
they exhibit a degrading model ? 

Her intention in refuming the pen is 
to enforce her opinions by argument, 
and to illuftrate them by example ; and 
fhe reveals thofe intentions thus early, 
that the lover of the wonderful, and the 
admirer of the horrific, may not com- 

B 3 plain 
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plain of having been cheated into the 
perufal of a performance that has not 
only a plan for its conduft, but alfo a 
moral tendency in its defign. Mrs. 
Prudentia intends to lead her readers 
through no other labyrinth than the 
Ui^ites of fyftematic depravity, nor to 
prefent any objeft more foul-harrowing 
than a deceived and entangled, but ul- 
timately |)e&itent heart. 

While fhe confeffei that the ground^ 
work of het ftory has^ a remote analogy 
tb' f6!«e welt-knowii fea«/ fhe ftrongly 
f^dbttted the idea of perfonality. The 
incidents are all her own, and it is only, 
in one portrait that fhe has attempted to 
iketch a likenefs from nature. She af- 
rftottr the trenforious, that, eveii in that 
portrait, fhe has fo adjufted the dra- 
'liery and varied the colours, that it 
will be impoffible for the moft carious 
eye to difcover who fat for the outline. 

Though 
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Though regardlcft whether the fkfliion- 
afale inftriiftors of the day record her as 
otie of their kindred f^jirits, of condemn 
her for beihg a fervile admiter of pfe- 
fcribed forms and reprobated reftridlions, 
there is a numerous clafs of readerst 
whole favour Mrs. Prudentia is aftx- 
iouffy felicitous to obtain — the truly 
liberal, and the fincereily g(56d. With 
candour to forgive fmall faults, they 
unite difcernment to difcover good in- 
tentions, and courage to defend the 
caufe of principle againft the farcafms of 
wit, and the cool contempt of piqued 
infidelity. To fuch readers, and fucli 
critics, flie fubmits the following pages ; 
and as a proper reprefentative of the il- 
luftrious order, fhe intreats 

Mrs. carter 

to accept her public thanks for the in- 
valuable honour of her approbation of 

B 4 the 
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the Writer's former efforts, and her per- 
xnifSon to infcribe thefe pages with her 
refpefted name. If the prefent attempt 
fliould appear favourable to the caufe of 
morality and rehgion, fhe humbly hopes, 
that the lenity infeparablc from fuperior 
talents will pardon thofe errors in the 
compofition, which an accurate tafte 
mud difcover and difapprove. 
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The faireft ance^rj on earth. 

Without deferty is poor; 
And e\'ery deed of lofty worth 

l8 but a claim for more. 

Sir Eldred of thb Bowfia. 

Some reafons> which are not neceflary 
to be developed in the following pages» 
made me wifh to take a little excurfion 
from Danbury in the courfe of laft au- 
tumn. A generous Public having fup* 
plied the means, I hired a one-horfe 
chaife, and taking with me my whole 
family, confi fling of my maid Betty and 
my favourite old tabby cat, fet out fot 
Brighton. I there heard a narrative 
which made a very deep impreffion upon 
my mind; and, as the communicativenefs 
of my difpofition will not allow me to 
conceal any thing which I imagine ca^ 

B 5 pable 
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pable of conveying inftruftion, or even 
innocent amufement, to that worthy fet 
of beings, whom> in common with my 
£fter authors, I term candid readers, I 
have determined to prefer publilhing the 
Hiftory of the Countcf$ of Monteith to a 
particular defcrip(i6il of my own travels. 
'fb this refolution I may, perhaps, have 
hteit iaftusnced by a culpable degree of 
AttHieftyr The public, no doubt, are 
V€ty anxious to know how many jpfiiles 
al day £ktty and I journeyed ; at what 
kttti wt flopped, and what we had for 
&ppen Could not a florid defcription 
beftow fome fprigs of fame on the chalky 
tiSSs of Dunflable ? Might not the hor- 
Mf s of Wobum fands be rendered more 
gloomy by a convenient whirlwind, hur«- 
fying into the air the arid foil ? Is 
Awe no old decayed manor houfe, where 
I cottkl call forth the '* fheeted dead 
to fqucak and gibber}'' or^^ fuppofmg we 

were 
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were bemghted on Fiilchky<oiiii&d)i^ 
could either Rhs^ian ot Carpathian Alpf 
fix a more appropriate ftation for the 
haunts of a banditti? Though in a format* 
pubh'catioQ I ha^e unvrarily announkied 
my age and order, Betty, for aught the 
world knows^ may be young and beatar 
tiful ; nay, fhe may be an orphan fouiid- 
ling, the heirefs of fome diftinguiftied 
family ; and I may, if I chufe^ after a 
long ferics of adventures, unite her 
in the hymeneal bond with fome alK 
accomplilhdd youth, who had previoufly 
refcued us from the robbef s after a inoft 
bloody engagemel>t. I begin to fufpeft 
that I h^ve chofen the tefs j^rbmifingt or 
rathtr the lefs lucrative plan ; but I 
entreat my readers to believe, that it is 
not becaufe I want poWfers for the terri^ 
fie and the romantic, that I continue to 
purfue the moral and the probable; 
fiotnethtng tnuft be allowed to my disDxe 

B 6 of 
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of fupporting that charader of firmnefs 
afcribed to my fifterhood, and which, 
though it fimply confifts in chufing to 
have our own way, :the wits are apt to 
call pertinacity. I will alfo candidly own, 
that, fince the fuperior ftation in this 
^valk is already occupied by real genius, 
I have too much prudence to enter into 
a competition, where I ihall be fure to 
meet with a defeat ; and too much pride 
to enlift among a herd of fervile imita- 
tors, who miftake confufion for defcrip- 
tion, and fancy that what is horribly im- 
poflible, muft be interefting and grand. 
But, as my days of dotage are not far 
diftant, if lady Monteith fhould be unfor- 
tunate in her appeal for attention, I and 
Betty may appear upon the fcene ; even 
my cat too may be introduced in an epi- 
fode. I have feen a fubjeft equally un- 
promifmg worked up to an aftoniftiing 
efieft, and really admired by readers 

who 
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who had been fome years out of the 
nurfery. :_— But, inftead of terrifying the 
world with a denunciation of what I may 
do, let me haflen to fulfil my prefent 
promife. 

IT is now more than ten years fmce 
Powerfcourt Houfe exhibited a fcene of 
feftivity and hofpitality unrivalled in 
modern times, and which might ferve to 
recal to the mind of the fpeftator the 
fplendid fetes of Kenilworth, whfere the 
lady of the lake welcomed the approach 
of majefty, and the cruel diffolute earl 
of Leicefter fought to divert general at- 
tention from his vices by a captivating 
difplay of elegance and amufement. The 
motives of the venerable baronet who 
inhabited Powerfcourt were widely dif- 
ferent from thofe of the haughty favou- 
rite of Elizabeth. His wife was too in- 
offenfive to fear cenfurej his heart never 
panted for court-favour j and thepraife 

of 
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of magnificence or refined tafte prefent^d 
no attrafltons to hisunobtruTive and be^ 
nevotent mind. He called all the 
country together, and ftrove to make 
them very happy, becaufe he was very 
happy himfelf ; and the occafion of this 
exuberant joy was the union of his only 
daughter and heirefs, Geraldine Powerf- 
court, with James earl of Monteith, a 
young Nobleman who had juft attained 
complete majority, and acceded to all 
the Iplendid titles and fortune of the 
houfe of Macdonald. 

Befide all the beauty and fafliion of 
North Wales, thefe diftinguiflied nup- 
tials were honoured by the prefence of 
two deities, generally fuppofed to be ab- 
folutely inimical to each other. Cupid 
and Plutus, forgetting ancient enmity, 
agreed joiiitly to Ught the Hymeneal 
torch. It was impoiGble to fuppofe a 
union contracted under a more perfed 

coinci- 
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coincidaace of harmonious equality^ 
The families on both fides might be faid 
to lofe themfelves in the clouds ; for 
their ckims to pre-eminence, advancing, 
far beyond the limit of authentic hiftory,, 
foared into regions which no prudent 
antiquary would dare to explore. The 
lineal honours of thefe illuftrious fami- 
lies reded upon a furer bafis than mere 
oral tradition. Sir William Powerfcourt 
could point out the fpot of ground where 
his Ordovician anceftor harangued his 
vaflals before he mounted his fcythe- 
armed car, and led them to join the 
Britifli forces afTembled at Caradpc : and 
m arunt of lord Monteith's preferved the 
beak of the galley, which conveyed Do- 
nald king of the Ides from Ilia, when 
he paid a viiit of ceremony to his con-^ 
temporary Fergus, fomc hundred years 
prior to the invailon of the Romans. It is 
true^ that fome incredulous ctitics» whom 

nothing 
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nothing can convince, doubted whether 
the feudal cuftoms, with which Sir Wil- 
Kam embellifhed his . narrative, exifted 
at that remote period; and I have 
'heard a whifper, that the venerable relic 
which lady Madelina fo carefully pre- 
ferved was nothing more than the re- 
mains of a great gilded dragon, originally 
fufpended over a Chinefe temple be- 
longing to her ladyfliip*s maternal great- 
grandfather, though fo happily executed^ 
that, like Hamlet's cloud, you might fay 
it was equally like a ^'camel, oran oufel> 
or a whale/' 

But though thefe veftiges of remote 
fuperiority might rather excite the doubts 
than fix the conviction of the obferver of 
coflume, the Macdonalds and Powerf- 
courts prefened indubitable claims ta 
the honours of antiquity, — extenfive in- 
fluence and ample poiTefGons. It fome* 
times happens, that clofe attention to ad/* 

ventitious 
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veDtitious or fantaftic appendages induces 
us to Overlook inherent permanent qua* 
lipes,* Lady Madelina's zeal for the. dig* 
nityof her family was fo warmly exer^ 
cifed in the defence of old Donald's gal- 
ley, that fhe had no leifure to advert to 
tls^ fedclefs intrepidity and the generous 
liberality with which her anceftors de- 
fended the. rights of their clan, and fuc- 
coured their oppreiTed dependants during 
the period that the hoiife of Stuart fate 
uppn tbe S.cptti(h..thrpnfii ." .They 
ihone the glory of the north'* till after 
the reftoration ; but the reign of Charles 
the fecond, fo fatal to principle and mo- 
rality, firft contaminated the houfe of 
Monteith, and fappecl the foundations 
of its feudal greatnefs. In the voluptu- 
pus court of that diffipated monarch, the 
then earl forgot the wild fhores of Loch 
Lomond, and the " flowery borders of 
the ancient Forth j" and abandoning his 

caftlo 
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caftle to ruin^ and his dependants to de- 
Ipair, glittered a faint fatellite in th^ 
train of tinfel gfeatnefs. His extrava- 
gance and prodigality were in fome de- 
gree repaired by the alliance of his- fuc* 
ceflbr with the heirefs of a richBlackwell- 
haH h&ory but the archives of the family 
are rather filent upon that liead> dnd 
lady Madelina Could never relate a-fingit^ 
anecdere explanatory of the eVfeflf tff* 
Ihofe dtfi^r^Jefol- nujMtefe; BiA^[ Art 
jjeriod, the M^c4<mrf^ had pei»feteWcl • 
m th^ plan of leaving th^ hnMy ^4t«^ ' 
clear frditt ihcutnbrto^eSjtd th^^ldeft f^Ai 
Th^ ydtti)g€i' foAs eitbey fell in the difeiL 
ffenee of their country ^ or ftarved in fome 
cbfcure cofner, while the daughters had 
only th^ir high birth to add to the per* 
IbiJal qualifications of merit and beauty^ 
ltd Vantages not always fufficicnt to attraft 
the mercenary heart of man. With no 
other portion lady Madelina herfelf be- 

ftowed 
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flowed on the fortunate head of the 
houfe of Frailer, the ineftinmble treafure 
of her hand. He vras indeed far advanced 
into the vale of years^ and his title was 
only fimple Sir Simon ; but her ladyfliip 
preferred him to all the dukes^marquiiTe^, 
and earls> who, according to the indubi^ 
table teftimony ofli^rAilf and her maid 
Peggyy had for more thim twenty years 
^oar^mittingfy fmftlored her c6mpa(non. 

The fithej^ <>f fhe ytitaig enH, ^d& 
mipiiate ^h tint la^&h 6( ^omcHaovkft 
hiave bem annoum^ed In the beginning 
of Ibis chapter, feH a vidtim to the dd« 
mon of modem hofiouv^ abo^i^ the fati^ 
tittle that the pale ofgied of dUfipatic^ 
had made a vifible inroad in his lady^ 
health. The fhcck at the dreadful cif- 
cumftances of hk exk hadlei^ed the cruel 
attacks of difeafe> and ihe expired a few 
months after her k»*d. The noble pair 
had ever found each other's fociety too 

vapid 
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vapid to difpel the gloom of one domef- 
tic evening ; yet his lordfhip conceived 
himfelf obliged to refent the intrufion 
of a young officer, who entered her lady^- 
(hip's box at the opera at a time when 
the earl was of her party. He fell at the 
.firft fire, and the countefs found it im?- 
poffible to furvive him. The fcandalous 
chronicles of the age afferted, that the 
colonel's appearance was neither unex?- 
peded nor unwelcome to. any but the 
earl, and that difappointment, and the 
neceffity of feclufion and oeconomical 
retrenchment, barbed the mortal dart of 
woe in the bofom of the fair inconfola- 
ble» Till I am convinced that jealoufy 
is the only motive which can direft the 
.attention of a hufband to his own wife, 
and that connubial forrow wants energy 
to break the fragile thread of female ex- 
iftence, I (hall adhere to my own repre- 
fentation of this cataftrophe» 

Lord 
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. Lord Monteith, following the ex- 
ample of his progenitors, left his cflate 
totally unincumbered to his only fon 
James. His beautiful daughter Arabella 
found a proteSrefs in the friendftiip of 
her aunt, lady Madelina, who adopted 
her as her own daughtier, and pub- 
licly declared her refolution, in cafe 
fhe fhould produce no heir to the houfe 
of Frazer, to bequeath to her all the 
ample poffeffions with which fir Simon's 
tender gratitude had endowed his be- 
loved bride. At the age of fcventeen, 
aft:er having experienced the adulation 
and the luxury of two London winters, 
the lovely Arabella fet out for her aunt's 
caftle fituated in the wilds of Lochaber, 
where, by the indifpofition of fir Simon, 
now reduced to a ftate bordering upon 
fecond childhood, ftie had the melan- 
choly prcfpefl; of being perfectly im- 
mured. 

Her 
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Her brother's plans were more eligi- 
ble and agreeable. His guardians in- 
fifted that in his education he fhould 
purfue the routine iifually adopted by 
young men of his elevated rank. He 
had been entered at one of our 
public fchools, and thence removed to 
the UnLverfity. To counteraft a dan- 
gerous propenfity to the fatal allure- 
ments of Newmarket, it was propofed 
immediately after his father's death, that 
he fhould make the tour of Europe. 
He returned when of age, affumed the 
fortunes of his family, and with thetn 
the reprefentation of the ancient peer- 
age of Scotland in the Britifh Parlia- 
ment, an honour which had been for 
fome time enjoyed by his anceftors. 

Since the forms of his eleftion ren- 
dered neceffary his prefence at Holyrood 
Houfe> he could not avoid paying a 
vifit to the feat of his family. His 
1 5 manners 
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manners wwe popular, hi5 countenance 
ftrikingly prepofleffing, and his perfon 
dignified, athletic, and graceful. The 
Highlajqiders recognized in the " bonnj 
Lad*' the,true reprefentative (xf tbf houfe 
of Macdonald ; and the ancient depend*- 
ants, who, fince their lairds had de- 
ferted Monteith, vegetated on the fpot 
which the attachments of their youth 
rendered eminently dear to them, led 
their young mafter the tour of his domain^ 
fmd pointed out to him its local advan* 
tages. They endeavoured to direft his 
attention to the mafly grandeur of his 
caftle walls, the extenfive profpefl: en- 
joyed from its turrets, and thg^ fad^d 
magnificence of its mouldering rajliiture. 
They repeatedly affured him, thj^t in 
grandfather's time Monteith boafted 
diftinguiflied preference over the abo 
of any other Highland chieftain. Th^ 
young Nobleman was not, pailionately 

attached 




>f 
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attached to ruins; the ftormy winds, 
howling through the long galleries, dif* 
turbed his repofe, and he wifhed for no 
nearer acquaintance with the g^us of 
the tempeft. He beftowed with a K- 
beral hand fuch relief as would afford 
poverty a temporary aid ; but, without 
exerting fufficient patience to inveftigate 
the caufe of the calamity, or fufficient 
courage to redrefs the evils which even 
a curfory glance difcovered, hehaftened 
to Kinloch Caftle, to pay his dutiful 
refpefts to lady Madelina. 

Neither the manners nor the refidence 
of her ladyfhip were calculated to re* 
move the difgnfl: with which " Scot and 
Scotland had infpired him.*' The houfe 
•was (ituated on a bare precipice, the 
fcro^ of which'Was wafhed by the ftormy 
fea that feparated the main land from 
the Hebrides. When its amiable mif- 
trefs removed from the deferted walls 
of 
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of Monteith, ftie carried with her all 
her " Houfehold Gods/' I mean, the 
venerable inhabitants of the pifture 
gallery, and the fcrcens, chairs, and 
tapeftry hangings, with which the 
white-armed fpinfters of Macdonald had 
fucceffively decorated their family-feat. 
Sir Simon, doubtlefs, felt fincere exult- 
ation at this valuable acquifition; he 
only ftipulated that the remains of his 
progenitors fhould not yield their placeg 
to the new comers. A coalition was 
therefore formed, and every wall and 
apartment in the caftle was crowded 
with multiplied garniture. Screen con- 
cealed fcreen, chair fupported chair ; a 
flripe of Jacob meeting Efau repaired 
the difaftrous rents too vifiblc in the 
taking of Troy, and puzzled the Ci- 
ceroni who attempted to imravel the 
confufed hiflory ; while Frazers and 
Macdonalds, placed in full oppofition, 
VOL. I. c frowned 
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frowned fierce defiance upon each other, 
regardlefs of the bond which now united 
the once rival families, and ungrateful 
to lady Madelina's eloquence, who 
gratuitoufly performed the part of eulo- 
gift to them all. 

On the third day after her nephew's 
arrival, when fhe had explained the 
family exploits to the eleventh century, 
he unluckily recollefted a moft preffing 
engagement which called him inftantly 
to London. The occafion was fo ur- 
gent, that he could not poffibly flay to 
hear the fate of fome collateral branches 
which were then divided from the pa- 
rent (lock. Lord Monteith threw him- 
fclf into his poft-chaife, and fo ftrongly 
did the connedions of his anceftors 
roufc his domeftic feelings, that he 
could think of nothing but getting a 
gQpd hufband for his fifter, to free her 
from her confinement, till different 
tcGxm excited gayer ideas. 
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CHAP. III. 

In this calm feat he drew the healthful gale. 
The happy monarch of his fylvan train ; 
Here, fided by the guardians of his foId» 
He walic'd his rounds, and cheer'd his bleft domain s 
His days, the days of unftain'd nature, rolVd, 
Replete with peace and joy, like patriarchs of old. 

Thomson* 

In the preceding Chapter I introduced 
my readers to the family of the bride- 
groom ; but I muft beflow feveral on 
that of the bride. 

Sir William Powerfcourt's was cer- 
tainly a moftfingular charafter, and inone 
particular he widely differed from many 
gentlemen of his rank in fociety. His 
ftrong attachment to the feat of his an- 
ceftors was more the refult of generous 
philanthropy than of any lucrative con- 
fideration. 'Tis true, he confidered 
Powerfcourt-houfe as circumfcribing 

c a within 
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within Its domain all the beauties that 
fency ever feigned ; but, as he rode round 
his eftate, his feelings refembled thofe 
of a confcientious guardian rather than 
of a felf-accountable owner, and the land- 
lord and mafter were in his beneficent 
bofom ever funk in the milder qualities 
of the proteQor and the friend. His 
hofpitable doors were open to indigence; 
Bis delicacy was never hurt by the fim- 
plicity of ruftic manners ; and though 
the indolence of his temper fometimes 
prevented him from taking an aftive 
part in reftraining oppreffion, or intro- 
ducing merit to its deferved reward, his 
liberal purfe was always ready to reme- 
dy the defeft. ''My good neighbour 
** Jones," faidheone day, ''I certainly 
*' might write to the lord lieutenant, 
** and get that rogue of an adjutant 
" broke, who would not admit that 
" your fon David v as of a proper fize 

" for 
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** for the militia, though he fwore-in 
*' other fubftitutes two inches fhorter ; 
^* but perhaps the man has nothing to 
*^ live upon but his commiffion, and, 
*' being very poor, is forced to da dirty 
** aQions. Here; remember me to 
*^ David; tell hhn, that I like a lad of 
** fpirit 5 and there are the ten guineas he 
*' was difappointed of/' A little time 
afterward, in coarequence of fome ne- 
farious proceedings being difcovered, the 
adjutant'waited upon (ir William to en- 
treat his interceffion with lord W. in his 
behalf. He pleaded long fervice and the 
hurry of bufinefs in his defence, and 
hinted at the wants of a large family. 
*' Sir," faid fir William, " I dare fay that 
*' what you tell me is very true; but as it 
** is not my own afiFair, I don't like to 
*' write to my kinfman or trouble him 
" about it. But as you feem to have 
*' puzzled yourfelf a little in thefe army 

c 3 ** matters. 
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** matters, I think you had better try fome 
*' other plan of life. I can put you into 
^^ a farm^ and make you gamekeeper 
<* of one of my manors ; and I hope 
*' you won't think it an employ beneath 
'^ you, for I fhall always be glad to fee 
•' you at Powerfcourt/* The offer was 
accepted ; and fir William afterwards 
owned, that, befide two years* rent, 
he lofl a confiderable fum with which 
he had entrufted him, to enable him to 
fet up J but his benevolent heart never 
fuffered him. to wi(h the deed imdone : 
" for," faid he, " though I believe the 
•* man was no better than a cheat, his 
** wife appeared to be a very notable 
*" woman, and brought up her family 
«< very well." 

Sir William did not marry till he was 
much on the wrong fide of forty ; and 
even then that event proceeded from the 
Ikme principles which governed all his ac- 
tions. 
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tions. The wife of a neighbouring gentle^ 
man delicately hinted, that o le of her 
daughters was fo deeply in love with 
aim, that death mud be the inevitable 
confequence of his obduracy. The good 
baronet was thunderftruck ; he had no 
prediJedtion for marriage, and certainly 
no preference for the young lady thus 
obtruded upon his choice. His confcience 
entirely vindicated him from any wicked 
defign of ftealing the fair one's affeftions j 
neither his glafs nor his flatterers had 
ever attributed to him the mod diftant 
refemblance to an Adonis, and he 
wondered much that any body fliould 
fall in love with his brown bob and Ke- 
venhuller hat 5 but fince it was fo, (and 
the lady's mother protefted ihe did not 
exaggerate,) he never fhould enjoy any 
peace of mind, if he could think himfelf 
the caufe of making a fellow-creature 
miferable (for fir William could not 

C 4 g^v^ 
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give entire credit to the dying part of the 
ftory). Rathert han have fuch a weight 
upon his confcience, he would marry. 

Lady Powerfcourt, however, very 
foon after her marriage, difcovered that 
fhe had made a great miftake, and was 
incautious enough to difclofe the fecret 
to her hufband. It was not from the 
browii bob nor KevenhuUer hat that 
the god of love took aim when he 
pierced her tender bofom, nor was the 
mortal fhaft barbed by the virtues which 
adorned the refpedable charadler to 
which they were appendages. Like Hu- 
dibras's Cupid, he certainly 

*« FIxM his (land 

" Upon a wealthy jointure land/* 

Powerfcourt-houfe poffeffed irrefiftible 
attraftions, and fhe had heard her papa 
and mamma frequently aflert, that if fir 
William would but marry a woman of 
tafte, it might be made one of the 

fweeteft 



A TALE OF THE TIMES. 33 

fweeteft places in all North Wales. She 
knew that fir Ralph Morgan's lady 
fpent all the winter at Bath, the fpring 
in London, the fummer at her country- 
feat, and in the autumn took a tourj 
that flie drove four in hand, gave balls, 
kept a groom of the chambers, and a. 
French waiting-maid, had twelve new 
dreffes a-year, and fet the fafhions for 
all the country ; yet fir Ralph's eftate 
was not half fo large as fir William's. 
What heart could refift fuch invincible 
attradtions ? She immediately fell very 
deeply in love.. 

I have in a former publication ven- 
tured to give my opinion, that the two 
faces of Hymen are not exaO: counter- 
parts to each other. The fmiling coun- 
tenance which fronts the long vifta lead- 
ing to his temple, has few traits of 
fimilitude to the auftere phyfiognomy 
which is defcried by thofe who, after 
•^r c 5 they 
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they have offered facrifice, retire behind 
his altar. The difcuffion of prelimina- 
ries might have convinced the lady that 
the nuptial cup contained feme drops of 
an acid quality. To the charms of 
Powerfcourt flie had annexed one grand 
ingredient,, which unhappily did not 
exifl:, at leafl not in its fuppofed mag* 
nitude, I mean, the eafinefs of fir Wil- 
liam's difpofition. Though *^ gentle as 
zephyr blowing underneath a violet" 
upon moft occafions, he had upon others 
a little of the old bachelor's tenacity 
about him. He would keep lady Pow. 
©rfcourt a coach and fix with all his 
heart, but he did not like ladies driving 
four in hand. She might have half a 
dozen Englifti waiting-women if fhe 
pleafed, and as many Welch ones, but 
he did not approve of French fiUes de 
chambre. He had no objedion to 
her giving balls to the neighbouring 

young 
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young ladies, and fhemight makethem as 
happy as fhe could^ but he thotight th^ 
married ladies ought not to be jigginig 
about themfelves : and a& to drefs, fhe 
might be clothed every day in filver 
brocade ; but his wife fhould never wear 
feathers and flowers in her head^dreft, 
like a ftagc-player. 

The grand point of difpute, however^ 
was the occupatioii of the four feafons.He 
was willing to take her to town for three 
months, becaufe the country mull be 
rather doll to women in winter, as they 
could neither fhoot nor bunt ; and if fhe 
were not well, he would accompany h^ 
to Bath or any where that would do her' 
fervice ; but to live at Powerfcourt only 
three months — what would all his neigh-: 
bouTS fay, and how wouW hi« tenants go* 
on without him ! My lady flrove to con- 
vince him that their opinions were not 
worth regarding 5 but fir William was 

c 6 firm. 
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firm. He had long confidered them as 
sational creatures^ and he could not haf- 
tily renounce that opinion; befide, he 
was fond of farming, and deeply en- 
gaged in fchemes of agricultural im- 
provement ; and if he flayed fo little at 
home, he muft either be the dupe of 
impofition, or renounce thofe purfuits. 
Here his obliging confort hinted, thatf 
fince he was fo engaged in rural purfuits, 
bufinefs allowed him a fair excufe for ab- 
fcnce, and fhe would be willing occa* 
fionally to difpenfe with his attendance. 
Sir William was not remarkably quick 
of apprehenfion ; and, certainly, moft 
bridegrooms in his fituation would have 
been inclined to refer the lady's propofal 
rather to the exuberant defire of grati- 
fying his peculiar inclination, than to 
zny latent wifh of being deprived of his 
fociety. He faw it quite in that poin 
of view i and though he made no anfwer 

at 
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at the time, yet a retrofpeftive confi- 
deration of the ineffable condefcenfion 
which prompted her to give upwhat fee had 
repeatedly declared tobe thegreateft bleff- 
ing of her exiftence, his dear converfa- 
tion rather than tear him from fcenes to 
which he was attached, convinced him 
that he ought to make fome i5aicrifice to 
reward fuch felf-denying complacency. 
One journey to Bath was therefore pro- 
mifed, an annual vifit to London had 
been before tacitly agreed to, and I am 
not certain whether the overflowings 
of gratitude might not have compelled 
the good baronet to fubmit to be whirled 
about eighty miles a-day along rough 
roads by way of taking an autumnal tour, 
had not his lady, inftead of rewarding 
his compliance by a gentle fmile, aflumed 
fomething of a mortified afpedt when he 
announced his defign of accompanying 
her. Hq was willing to attribute this 

fudden 
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fudden change to her dcfirc of having 
the magnificent plans that fhe had jufl 
formed for the improvement of Powerf- 
court carried into ex( cution under her 
own infpeftion j and this hope recon^ 
ciled him to fchemes which had at firft 
met with fome oppofition. He had ob- 
jefted to her defign of cutting down the 
long avenue of oaks which led to the 
houfei and converting the ground into 
a fw^eeping lawn, dotted with lilacs and 
laburnums, interfperfed with Chinefc 
temples and leaden ftatucs. He was 
equally averfe to the removal of his 
ftraight yew hedges ; for, though all the 
world was againft him, he conceived 
them more natural than the (liarp angles 
of that modern embclliniment, a Terpen- 
tine walk. He thought too that the flag's 
horns and crofs-bows were as proper in- 
ternal ornaments as papier-machee deco- 
rations i and many a bitter figh did it 

cofl 
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coft him, when his lady's mamma and 
fitters joined in protefting, that, unlefs 
the dark Gothic windows and hideous 
tapeftry hangings were removed from the 
drawing-room^ and light fafhes and India 
paper fubftituted in their ftead, they 
fliould fall into hyfterics every time they 
i»ent into the room ; but his tranfport at 
the idea that thefe propofed alterations 
had tended to attach his wife to a fpot 
which would be honoured with fuch in- 
dubitable proofs of her taftef and genius, 
determined him to be a pafGve fpedator 
of every propofed alteration. 

It was in the month of September that 
fir William was made the happieft of 
men. Two months were allotted to ce- 
r^Srftwriousvifitings, during which the^ 
no^al retinue mov^ over every moun- 
taifli dale, forcft, and glen, which the 
temerity of the coachman pronounced 
pafl^ble. Sir William had the gallantry 

always 
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always to accompany his lady ; he heard 

all her wedding paraphernalia univer- 

ially admired, and his own brown and 

gold pronounced immenfely becoming, 

while his point rufllcs were cried up as the 

very fummit of elegance. Unaccuflomed, 

however, to the duties of the toilet, he 

grew weary of white gloves and powdered 

perukes j and, recollefting with pleafurc 

that all his vifjts were paid, he refumed 

his drab frock and brown bob with fin<» 

gular complacency. He was meditating 

a quiet ride round his farm, when my 

lady, entering, interrupted his agreeable 

reverie by informing him, that (he had 

received a letter from lady Morgan, who 

was then at Bath, and infided upon it 

that they mufl come there immediately. 

The mod divine a£lor was juft come 

out, who infinitely tranfcended Garrick 

when in the meridian of his powers; 

befide, all the world was there, and her 

numerous 
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numerous acquaintance were anxious to 
be introduced to a lady of whofe beauty 
and accomplifliments they heard fomuch. 
To her ladyfhip's intimation that they 
muft fet off immediately, fir William 
replied, that it certainly was impoffible ; 
there were more than 50 workmen em- 
ployed in embellifliing the houfe and 
gardens : but the provident forecaft of 
lady Powerfcourt had provided an un- 
anfwerable refutation of this objeftion. 
She had engaged a mod capital improver 
to come down, and find out all the ca- 
pabilities which the houfe and local 
fcenery poffefTed. Sir William might 
rely, implicitly upon the tafle and judg- 
ment of this gentleman, who had given 
fatisfadlion to moft of the nobility and 
gentry in the kingdom, by exercifmg 
what might almoft be called the magic 
power of turning every place into fome- 
thing exactly oppofite to what it was 

before* 
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before. The family archives intimate 
tliat fir WiUiam was more alarmed than 
delighted at this information ; and it 
is fuppofed that the journey to Bath 
would have been deferred till after Mr» 
(Outline had finiflied Powerfcourt, if my 
lady had not been taken ill with a vio* 
lent (lomach diforder the next morningi 
for which the phyficians could find na 
remedy but an immediate ufe of thoHi 
lalubrious waters which King Bladud 
fortunately difcovered, to the unfpeakabl« 
advantage of all tender hulbands and 
indulgent fathers. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Thert Affedtation with a fickly mien 
Shows in her faae the rofes of eighteen ; 
Pradis'd to lifp, and hang the head aRde» 
Faints into airs, and languiflies with pride ; 
On the rich quilt finks with becoming woe. 
Wrapped in a |;own^ for ficknefs and for fliew. 

Rape of the Lock. 

The fpeedy abatement of lady Powcrf. 
court's complaint announced the wifdoni 
•Of the prefcriptioH J but flie was a long 
time extremely languid, out of fpirits, 
and too nervous to bear the fatigue of 
returning home to the " flaky fnow" 
and " warping wind/* that were conco- 
mitant to the mountains furrounding 
Powerfcourt. In proof that her cafe 
required a warmer fituation, the very 
propofal of leaving Bath brought on a 
relapfe, and, the extreme delicacy of her 
health would not even fuffer her to fpare 

fir 
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fir William juft to take a little peep tot 
fee how Mr. Outline went on with hi* 
extenfive projefts. Profound politicians 
are generally believed to have a real as 
well as an oftenfible reafon for their ac- 
tions ; and though her ladyfliip pleaded, 
that if he did go fhe might probably 
expire without having his dear band ta 
iclofe her eyes, it is fufpefted, that, like 
a good wife, Ihe wifhed to keep his from 
witnefling fcenes which might irritate 
a more profefled ftoic. Convinced that 
Mr. Outline's tafte would appear to con- 
fummate. advantage if no impediments 
obftrudbed his defigns, flie dragged fir 
William every night to the rooms or the 
theatre, placea fhe was abfolutely obliged 
to attend, in order to prevent the low 
fever which attacked her every evening 
that fhe was perfuaded to pafs at home.. 
In a little time the penfive languor of 
lady Powerfcourt's countenance, unfor- 
tunately 
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tunately miftaken for the gloom of dif- 
content, and the fingular manners other 
conftant attendant, excited general ob- 
fervation ; and the report that (he was a 
pretty young creature facrificed by her 
mercenary parents to a rich, foolifli, 
jealous, old inamorato, gave an eclat to 
her charafter, which neither conftant 
indifpofition, nor the moft fcrupulous 
attention to the variations of drefs would 
otherwife have excited. Ladies of the 
firft confequence invited her to their 
whift parties ; her box at the play at- 
tracted the moft elegant beaux. The 
former found that (he loft money with 
the beft grace imaginable, and the latter 
difcovered that flie had an infinitude of 
wit. That mercilefs complaint ennuij 
which all fir William's long hiftories 
and ftill longer arguments had rather 
increafed than diminifhed, fled at the 
firft touch of the fafcinating wand of 

public 
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public admiration. Some fay, that the 
tyrant only yielded one vidim to fecure 
another ; *tis certain, that while lady 
Poerfcourc dreffed, talked, laughed, and 
was confidered as in the higheft ton, fir 
William concluded a long letter to his 
fteward with a complaint, " That he 
^ felt exadly like a filh out of water/* 
Intoxicated by pleafure and adulation, 
her ladyfhip anxioufly wifhed to extend 
her triumphs beyond the narrow bound 
of a Bath feafon. The itinerant world, 
at whofe idol (hrine fhe had refolved 
to facrifice, had now transferred its fcene 
of empire to London, and Ihe was im- 
patient to fhine a peerlefs ftar in a new 
hemifphere; but fome difficulties flood in 
the way: She had feen enough of life 
to be convinced that fir William's ftiflF 
drapery, formal manhers, and obfolete 
opinions, formed as direft a contraft to 
the eafy accommodating laws of modern 

etiquette. 
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etiquette, as the fturdy oak of the fo- 
reft does to the bending eafc of the ph*- 
ant willow. She had heard obfervations 
infinitely to his difad vantage; and though 
flie could colled: no more than that he was 
a bore and a quiz, fhe was very fure that 
thefe cabaliftic terms of fafliion muft im- 
port every thing that was horrid and de- 
teftable. Since her evil ftars had, previous 
to her entreein the great world, bound her 
for life to fuch a partner, (he muft make 
thebeft of her hardfate, and endeavour to 
balance the mifery of his fociety during 
one part of the year againft the advan- 
tage of fpending his money during the re- 
mainder. Lady Morgan had aflured her, 
that of all places in the world a hufband was 
leaft wanted at London. The late hours 
and perpetual routine of engagements 
left noleifure for domeftic converfation; 
and, (he added, fir Ralph was fo entirely 
of her mind, that he always devoted the 

15 time 
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time (he fpent there to the amufements 
of hunting and fhooting groufe. 

Having received information that the 
improvement of Powerfcourt had ad- 
vanced fo far as to defy the poflibility of 
their being completed, or indeed com- 
prehended, by any perfon but the pro- 
jedtor, fhe became very anxious that fir 
William fhould look a little after his 
eftate, and at leaft be there in time to 
attend the approaching audit. But the 
worthy baronet was by this time become 
very uneafy about the (lability of poflef- 
fions more fragile than the wide do- 
mains of which his anceftors had left 
him unrivalled lord. His good fenfe 
taught him the wide diflimilarity between 
his own manners and thofe of the' gay 
fantaftic train who conftantly hovered 
round his lady whenever fhe appeared in 
public. Hewasc ertain that \\\tinonkeys(iox 
he honoured them with that appellation) 

would 
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would be pert enough to laugh at hi^ 
way when his back was turned ; and 
he had feen fo many ftrange things ia 
this world, that if he returned to Wales 
inftead of accompanying his lady to town, 
they might fill her head with ftranger 
notions than fomehow or other the poor 
thing had already acquired. Her pre- 
fent fituation rendered contradiftion very 
difficult J but if he fhould like her beha- 
viour in town no better than he had 
done at Bath, he refolved, when once 
his fon and heir was fafe in the world, to 
tell her very plainly, that (he was wel- 
come to make herfelf as happy as fhc 
could at Powerfcourt, but that he never 
would agree to any more journies of 
pleafure. Solacing himfelf with this 
fcheme of future refiftance, he yielded 
to the prefent torrent ; and, affuring her 
that he had no wifli to return to Wales 
VOL, I. D without 
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without her, they fct ofT for Berkeley* 
fquare. 

I would not recommend the counte- 
nances of the Powcrfcourt* on their ar- 
rival in London, as models to a painter 
who wiihed to embody the fair idea of 
connubial happinefs. Thou^;Ii the lady*i 
might derive a tew lively traits from the 
hope that (he was entering upon a fcenc 
of conqueft, yet the apprehenfion that fur 
William was projcfting fecret hoftilitid 
placed her exactly in the fituacion of a 
general whofc mcjvemenis arc care- 
fully watcIiLil by a flrong army of ob- 
fcrvalion which it W(;uKl be imprudent 
openly to ariack. Sir William's diflikc 
of the jouriicy incrcafcd every flop he 
took, and lie entered London with a 
firm cxpeclalion ibat ilie place and the 
people wouKl prove eciiially difagreeable. 
In lieu of the rafle aii'l elegance with 
which lady PowcrfcoiUL was every where 

iafcinated, 
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fafcinated, he faw nothing but imperti- 
nence and frippery. The late hours 
were infufferable to a man who rofe at 
fix, dined at three, and difmifled his 
houfehold with family prayers at ten. 
He was fhocked at the refinement which 
banifhed ferious difcuffion from polilhed 
drcles ; and he never could fully com- 
prehend the duties of laborious idlenefs, 
the arcana .of modern vifiting, the va- 
nity of univerfal acquaintance, or thofc 
reftraints upon the emotions of genuine 
nature which fafhion prefcribes and in- 
fipidity adopts. Every thing fir Wil- 
liam heard and faw had to him an air o( 
the marvellous. He could fcarcely believe 
that the admirer of vertu, who piqued 
himfelf upon his knowledge of Greek and 
Roman ruins, might be ignorant of thef 
architeflural magnificence of the capital 
of the Britifh empire. He thought the 
pure honour of a peer or a fenator muft 

D 2 be 
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be fuUied by condefcending to admit a 
profeffed fharper to be the companion 
of his convivial hours. He never could 
reconcile Sunday routs with his notion 
of a fteady well-regulated family ; and 
he abfolutcly interdidled lady Powerf- 
court from aflbciating with what was 
then termed iht Jirji circle, when he 
came to know that fome of its fair mem- 
bers occafionally difpenfed with the 
fandions of female decorum. 

This way of thinking was certainly 
Tery fingular j but Sir William's preju- 
dices in thefe and a variety of other in- 
fiances were not to be vanquifhed by 
the light artillery of raillery, which was 
frequently played off againft him in 
public, or by the more formidable bat- 
tery of fighs, tears, and faintings, by 
which his gentle lady ftrove to induce 
him to fpeak and look like other people. 
Even the tender argument^ that a man 

who 
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who really loved his wife muft adopt all 
her fentiments, and conform . to all her 
wiflies, was ineffectually oppofed to the 
t rigid pertinacity with whirfi fir Wil- 
liam defended the principles that he 
.had ever confidered to be the out*work8 
of religion and morality. The circum- 
• fiances which had induced him to put 
his " free condition into circumfpec- 
tion*' did not appear to him to favour 
the claims of female fupremacy ; and he 
entertained the very heterodox notion, 
•that when a lady falls violently in love, 
■ the favoured gentleman has a right to 
expeft that fhe will make an obliging 
attentive wife, rather more ftudious of 
his humour, than devoted to the indul- 
gence of her own. This is not the only 
notion in which the lords of the crea- 
tion are mifled by that vanity of which 
nature has given them a preponderant 
fliare. The delicacy of the feij^e mind 

D 3 may 
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may very poffibly be attached to the 
fplendid titles, large poffefSons, or hand- 
fome equipages of a gentleman, when the 
gentleman himfelf, confidered apart from 
all thefe appendages, would never Jirikt 
any body fuperior to his dairy-maid. 
Would it not be unjuft to charge a 
countefs with inconfiftency, becaufe fhe 
neglefted her noble earl, when all the 
time her heart had been only attracted 
by the luftre of his coronet ? The nobb 
earl's chagrin entirely proceeds from the 
delufions of felf-flattery, which whif- 
pered that his individual felf was the all- 
potent load-ftone, when in reality the 
magnetic influence darted from his ele- 
gant villa and liberal fettlement ; or per« 
haps an enamelled watch and diamond 
hoop-ring, might form the infatuating 
talifman. I hope this explanatory rule 
will be applied to all matches which pro- 
ceed from the ftrong attachment of a 

** difcrect 
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** difcreet young creature'* to a *^ very 
good fort of a man a few years older 
than herfelf.'' It might prefcrve many 
a refpeOiable bachelor from the vexation 
of difappointment, and prevent the cen- 
forious from fixing the charge of incon* 
fiftency upon many a lady's charadler, 
vrho rather deferves admiration for un* 
fliaken conftancy. But to return from 
my digreffion — 

Fafhion, who in one of her whimfical 
moments elevated lady Powerfcourt into 
a firft-rate toaft at Bath, capricioufly 
denied her in London the eclat to which 
file now conceived herfelf entitled. The 
glofs of novelty was paft, and the at- 
tradion of the ridiculous was leffened 
by the appearance of frefh eccentricities 
in newer charafters. She dreffed with 
greater tafte, and her repartees poffeffed 
fuperior wit and brilliancy; but the 

D 4 gazer 
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gazer and the liftener no longer an- 
nounced her triumph. 

My matronly friends affurc me, that 
one prime ingredient of marriage felicity 
is, that you always have a helpmate at 
hand, to whom you transfer the burdea 
of faults and misfortunes. Lady Powerf- 
court could find no other reafon for her 
going out of fafliion, than that fir Wil- 
liam> not content with his own fingvila^ 
rities, had abfolutely prohibited her from 
dafhing in a grand ftyle. No entreaties 
would prevail upon him to let lord 
Jehu drive her in his phaeton up the 
park in a morning, though his ponies 
were the fweetefl* little fpirited creatures 
in the world, and the ride would be of 
infinite fervice to her health and fpirits. 
Her head was nine inches lower than 
any body's at the opera, and though 
moft ladies wore fruit and vegetables by 
way of aigrette, and lady Morgan 

fportcd 
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Iported a beautiful bunch of amethyft 
grapes with a little gold chaffinch peck* 
ing at them, fhe herfelf mud wear no- 
thing but plain riband and blond. She 
might not even play for gold j nay, fir 
"William was fo puritanic, and fuch an 
enemy to a little harmlefs mirth, that 
fhe was forced to be as cautious in avoid- 
ing a double entendre or a witticifm 
upon prieftcrafr, as if fhe were wife to 
the Archbifhop of Canterbury. What 
woman of fpirit could brook fuch re- 
flridions? If flie mud be moped up, 
better return and rufticate at Powerf- 
court, than fit like Tantalus within 
reach of the deCred enjoyment which 
fhe was not permitted to fhare. She 
hinted to her hufband fomething like a 
wifh to do fo in a moment of moody dif- 
content, occafioned by his peremptory 
declaration that (he fhould not go to si 
mafqucrade, though the ticket was pro- 
- r 1} ^ cured. 



58 A TALE OF THE TIMES. 

cured, the drefs befpoke, and the party 
formed for the happy occafion. He for 
once cordially acquiefced in her ^Ifhes, 
by declaring, that it was the very plan 
he meant to propofe, *' I am fure, my 
dear/' faid he, *' your health has 
been greatly injured by living in this 
fmoky unwholefome place; and the 
late hours and conftant racketing have 
worn your poor nerves all to pieces* 
You have quite loft your colour, and 
/* are not half fo cheerful as you ufed 
to be when galloping over the WcUh 
mountains ; but a little good country 
air will foon fet all to rights again ; 
•' and fo take leave of your friends ; for, 
" fince you wifli it, I am determined to 
•' fet off for Powerfcourt on Monday 
*• morning.** 

The general tenor of fir William 
Powerfcourt's charafter was yielding phi- 
lanthropy, but he could at times alfume 

a quiet 
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a quiet firmnefs which difconcerted opi 
pofition. Her ladyfliip muft either dif- 
pute or faint, and flie chofe the latter 
as the moft gentlewomanlike ftyle of 
contradiftion. Sir William was very 
ferry, and veryaffiduous to reft ore her; 
but the reviving fair faw no ligns of 
compundion m his countenance, nor 
did he, by inquiring after the caufe of 
her diforder, give her an opportunity of 
pointing out the only means of prevent- 
ing a relapfe. Indeed, he wa^ become 
rather callous to die-away arguments ; 
and though his native candour fpurned 
fufpicion, their frequent recurrence led 
him to doubt the exiftence of the fto- 
mach fpafms whence this difagree- 
able excurfion had originated. I meaa 
by thefe. obfervations to caution my 
readers to be very fparing in the ufe 
•of thefe chef'iTiBuvres of female general- 
ihip, becaufe the too great frequency of 

D 6 aa 



60 A TALE OF THE TIMES. 

an ambufcade only puts the enemy more 
conftantly upon his guard. Violent hyfte- 
rics, floods of tears, and every fign of 
gentle defpondency, confirmed fir Wil- 
liam in the convidion that his lady's 
life depended upon her removing imme- 
cliately from a place >^here fhe was fo 
dreadfully indifpofed; and fhe found 
herfelf on Monday morning on the road 
to Caernarvonfhire, maugre the opinion 
of all the fine ladies of her acquaintance^ 
united to her own, that fhe was much 
too weak to bear the journey, and would 
certainly expire before fhe got twenty 
miles out of London. 
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CHAP. V. 

With here a fountain, never to be play'd j 
And there a fummer houfe, that knows no fliade| 
Here Amphitrite fails through myrtle bow'rs ; 
There gladiator* fight, or die, in flow'rs. 

Pope. 

The traveller who purfues a road with 
which he is unacquainted always finds 
unexpefted plcafures mingled with un- 
forefeen misfortunes. A bright fun- 
beam often diflipates the gloom of a 
dreary country ; the inconvenience of a 
rugged road is frequently counterba- 
lanced by the magnificence of the fur- 
rounding fcenery; an occafional com- 
panion relieves fatigue; and even the 
mortification of a bad inn and indifi^er- 
ent accommodations generally tends to 
heighten the relifh of future convivial 
enjoyments. 

The 
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The pilgrim who fpeeds along the 
road of life generally encounters a 
limilar mixture of pain and pleafure, not 
merely in the aggregate, but intimately 
blended in every event. The rofe grows 
fo clofe to the thorn, that you cannot 
gather it without encountering a painful 
fenfation ; while on the other hand our 
attention is diverted from the minute 
wound by the exquifite fragrance of the 
flower. The pains and pleafiires of 
man, like the world he inhabits, partake 
of the viciffitude of his own chara&er- 
I beg pardon for thefe feemingly irre- 
levant refledions ; but the garrulity of 
old age can feldom refift an opportunity 
of moraliiing. 

Nothing could be more melancholy 
than the fituation in which I left lady 
Powerfcourt in my laft Chapter, except 
thatof fome fair damfel in romance, whom 
a terrible Saracen is carrying away to. bis. 

enchanted 
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enchanted caftle. The twentieth milc- 
ftone was paffed, yet Atropos, though 
oft invoked, forbore to extend her mor- 
tal (hears, when an unexpefted fource 
of confolation fuddenly prefented itfelf 
— not in the fhapc of a knight armed 
cap-a-pie with fpear and buckler, nor in 
the more modern accoutrement of a fine 
gentleman with a brace of piflols ; and^ 
to fay the truth, though a rencontre 
with lord Jehu juft at this crifis might be 
a very popular incident, I am glad that 
fir William, for whofe charafter I cannot 
help feeling a degree of regard, was not 
drawn into any military adventures. I 
enjoy the idea of his refpeftable figure> 
perfcftly fadsfied with his vidory, riding 
compofedly by the fide of his chariot, 
and wondering if he might venture to 
get into it at the next ftage. Lady 
Powerfcourt's cdnfolations were derived 
from the philofophic temperament of her 

own 



64 A TALE OP THE TIMES. ' 

own mind. She recoUedcd that (he 
fhouid have it in her power to difplay 
fuch a wardrobe as had never before 
blazed on the aflonifhed inhabitants of 
Caernarvon fl lire. That Powerfcourt was 
now converted into a perfcfl: paradifci 
and fhe fhould reign the unrivalled 
Armida of the enchanting region^ every 
part of which would announce her dire£U 
ing tafte. Prudence (lepped in alfo to the 
aid of Patience, and whifpered that 
though fhe had been defeated in a con« 
flia for fuperiority, yet, if fhe care* 
fully kept her own fecret, fir William 
would never betray her, and flie had 
only to fay that fhe was tired of Lon- 
don, which was in reality nearer the truth 
than fhe imagined. Perhaps a degree of 
remaining pique miglit fuggeft the refo* 
lution that, as fhe now pcrfcftly under- 
flood her hufband's temper, it was only 
fludying the art of tormenting inftead 

of 
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of the art of cajoling on any future 
occafion ; and then, though fhe might 
not be able to triumph, flie would at 
ieaft make good her retreat. 

Thefe placable ideas (o happily pre- 
vailed, that when they flopt at St. Al- 
ban's for refrefhment, her ladyihip on 
alighting offered her hand to the baro» 
net with the bed grace in the world, 
and anticipated his inquiries how ihc 
had borne her journey^ by declaring that 
he was quite right in fuppofing the 
country air would do her good, for that 
flie already foujid herfelf much better. 
Sir William was equally delighted with 
the change, and puzzled to guefs at the 
means by which it had been effeded. 
Somebody or fomething was very much 
to blame; but for his life he could 
hardly tell where the fault lay, whether 
in the contagious atmofphere of Lon- 
don, in his lady's caprice, or his own 

fufpicions. 
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fufpicions. However, he now found 
himfclf tnvefled with plenitude of powers 
and, like a prudent monarch, he began 
to confider in what way he (hould exert 
it ; but his generous heart had been fo 
foftcned by his lady's conceffions, that 
he pofftively refolved upon no further 
cxercife of his prerogative, than that lady 
Powcrfcourt fhould pay her formal vifitl 
by herfelf in future, and that he would 
never more wear his white and filver. 

Peace and unanimity prevailed during 
the remainder of the juurney. It was 
night when they entered tlie old man- 
fion, and the examination of its beauties 
was deferred till the next morning ; but 
the tranquillity of the good baronet wai 
then put to a fevcrc trial. The faloott 
was certainly fitted up in the moft ele- 
gant manner ; but tlie houfekeeper re- 
moved every idea of comlbrt by her 
information that the chimney fmoked fo 

violently^ 
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Violently, that it was abfolutely impofii- 
bk: to have a fire ; and, confequently, 
that it muft be ufeleft nine months in 
the year. The afpeft of the dining 
apartment was equally dreary j the prof- 
pe6l indeed was enchanting, but the 
fafhes ftarted about an inch from the 
frames ; and the warped doors were un- 
favourable either to a graceful exit or 
entrance, as it was only by means of 
kicking and pufhlng that any one coukl 
either advance or retreat ; and as the 
chimney, the windows, and the doors, 
were all conftrufted uniformly, any al- 
teration was dangerous, perhaps imprac- 
ticable. The ready invention of lady 
Powerfcourt difcovered, that, as thefe 
could only be proper for fummer apart- 
ments, fome little fnug parlour could 
be fitted up for general refidence ; and 
they proceeded ro the library. This was 
lofty and extenfivei but Mr. Outline's 

taite 
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tade for decoration feemed to have anni- 
hilated its primary intention ; for the 
multitude of bufts^ models^ and fta^ 
tues^ left no fpace for books. Sir 
William continued his moralifing tour 
through the reft of the ftate apartments, 
which might be truly faid " to keep the 
promife to the eye, and break it to the 
fenfc,*' and concluded his journey in 
the great hall, wherej as he fought in 
vain for the long oaken tables and forms 
which ufed to adminifter to the regale- 
ment of his tenants at Chriftmas and 
other feafons of periodical feftivity, her 
ladylhip reminded him, how charmingly 
it was now appropriated to the purpofe 
of a ball-room or a theatre. She di- 
refted his attention to a light gallery at 
the upper end defigned for an orcheftra, 
and beautifully decorated j but this ele- 
gant embellifhment was not in a ftate 
to bear infpedion, it having broken down 

with 
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with old Morgan the blind harper, who 
had exhibited in it the preceding evening 
juft by way of hanfel, he faid, while the 
houfemaids and gardeners were footing 
it a little below for recreation becaufe 
his Honor was coming home again. 

Sir WiUiam left my lady to conftruft 
ways and means for fupporting the tot- 
tering edifide, and, with a deep figh 
and a fecret it^urmur againft new-fangled 
trumpery, proceeded to examine the 
out-door fcenes. flThe tafte of Mr. Out- 
line for objefts had induced him to re- 
move feveral ufeful edifices to incon- 
venient fituations, while he occupied 
their places with eredions of no form 
nor likelihood, which continually drew 
from the impatient baronet the excla- 
mations of ^' What is this for?*' and 
" What does this mean ?** The flews 
were all drained, and their places occu- 
pied by the ruins of a naval amphithea- 
tre, 
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tre, while the dream that fupplied them 
was taught to hop from pebble to pebble 
in diminutive imitation of old Conway's 
foaming floods which roared, in proud 
magnificence, at a little dillance. The 
windmill had given way to a temple dedi« 
cated to JEolus ; and the pigeon-houfe 
was fucceeded by an aviary of foreigft 
birds, none of which, in fir William's 
opinion, were fo beautiful as the gold- 
finch, or fung like the niglKingale, 
As walls were unpifturcfque, they, and 
the fruit-trees which they fupported, 
were every where mctamorphofccl into ha- 
ha's! A fine grove ofoaks^which fcreened 
the houfe from the north winds, was cut 
down to admit the profpeft of a bleak 
mountain ; and the place of the hardy 
forefters was occupied by the tender 
magnolio and frail accacia, at leaft by 
their remains, for the beautiful exotics 
had been already killed by the frofts, or 

broken 
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broken by vernal ftorms. In ihort, to 
adopt the owner's defcription of the 
houfe and gardens, ** The former was 
** veiy tally and very inconvenient ; and 
** in the latter there was nothing that 
'' you wanted, but there were ruins and 
^^ heathen gods in abundance." 

Sir W illiam*s difguft did not prevent 
lady Powerfcourt from exhibiting herfelf 
to infinite advantage in the office of 
Ciceroni, and (he continued to point 
out the beauties of the new improve- 
ments, till her neighbours had exhaufted 
every topic of adulation, and her own 
tongue grew weary of the pleafmg tale. 
It is fuggefted, that the inconveniencies 
I have enumerated afterwards (truck her. 
more forcibly than any one elfe; and 
that her reafon for hating Powerfcourt 
was, that no human creature could be 
well or comfortable in fuch a cold 

dreary wildernefs fort of a place. Nor 

did 
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did her fplendid attire afford a more 

- permanent fatisfadtion : in fome articles 

of drefs flie was anticipated, in others 

outflione; and none excited aftoniftiment 

after their firft exhibition. Alas ! if 

( happinefs be not feated in the mind, even 

' the gratification of our wifhes will not 

jCnfure its porfeffion. 

A , few months after her ladyftup's 
return to Powerfcourt, my Heroine firft 
faw the light ; and though fir William 
had rather it had been a boy, he received 
the little ftranger with all the enthufi- 
aftic joy of the fondeft parental tender- 
nefs. He thought the winning ways of 
the dear little cherub muft communicate 
that happinefs to the maternal bofom, 
which fomehow or other (a favourite' 
expreflion of fir William's) it hadhitherto 
failed to experience. But while the exu- 
berance of his own joy was difplaying it- 
fclf in the ufual ftile of overflowing be- 
nevolence 
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nevolencc and hofpitality, his lady was 
ruminating on the pofTibility of being at 
Cheftcr races; and, contrary to the 
opinion of her matronly friends, £ie 
refolved on the hazardous expedient of 
a too eacly appearance in public. A 
ievere cold was the immediate confo- 
<}uence j and the negleft of the firfl: ma> 
temal duty, joined to inattentiodlb her 
own fafety, was foon obferved to have 
occafioncd a total change in her.confti- 
•tution. : Years of ill health, nconfine- 
ment, and fevere fuffering,.. proved the 
.mdancboly forerunner of premature 
death. 

From the. account I have already 
given of lady Powerfcourt, the reader will 
notfuppofe that patience tempered the bit- 
ter cup of woe with its lenient fweets. Her 
mind was deftitute of natural ftreitigth, 
her temper pofleffed no native gdntle- 
nefs, her education taught her rather 

VOL. I. K to 
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to conceal than to fubdue the irritab 
of her difpofition; and, being ft 
confined to the acquirement of a 
external accomplifhments^ no me 
treafures were laid up in ftore agt 
the bitter day of adverfity. The lo 
health and beauty at five-and-twenty 
certainly be confidered as a fevere 
privdp^n ; and when to thofe evils k 
nefe and occafionally fevere fuflfc 
were added, it could only be a c 
pofed and elevated mind that could 
ticntly fupport the fevere conflid. I 
Powerfcourt'^ ideas of pleafure had 1 
adjufted to the limited model w 
fafhion and fortune prefcnt to their 
rowrminded votaries : what confolat 
could they provide to mitigate the 
rors of a fick chamber, when the 
can only divert the prefent gloom 
confolatory retrofpeds of its part 
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duft, or exhilarating anticipations Cf its 
future reward ? 

The paflive fpirit of Interefted de- 
pendarice could fcarcely fupport the wea- 
rifome petulance of the unhappy fuf- 
ferer ; and though fir William's philan- 
thropy and habitual eafinefs made hint 
exert more forbearance than generally 
belongs to the character of a hufband, 
his gentlencfsfometimes proved unequal 
to the arduous conflift, and he felt a 
deprefling inquietude which even the 
fmiles of his little girl could not con* 
ftantly divert. Though calamity ren- 
ders the felfifti mind ftill more callous 
to the forrows of others, it ftimulatej 
benevolence to increafed exertions. Lady 
Powerfcourt was juft relieved from one 
of her fevcreft attacks, when her fervant 
brought her a letter, which, after a! 
flight perufal, (he tofled contemptuoufly 
upon the table. 

E 2 ** You 
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*« You feem difturbed my dear/' faid 
fir William, who happened to be pre- 
fent. 

*^ No wonder/' returned her ladyfhip ; 
*' furely I have troubles enough of my 
€« own without being peftered with 
*' other people's ; but it is like the ufual 
*' inconfiftency of that thoughtlefs crca- 
** ture's charafter/' 

•^ Whom do you mean?** faid the 
benevolent baronet> whofe attention was 
roufed at the idea of fomebody being in 

diftrefs. ' 

" I mean a very imprudent, but a 
•* very diftant relation of mine, who 
<• flung herfelf away in marriage with 
<* lord Milford's tutor, a little before I 
^' became lady Powerfcourt ; and flie is 
** now, as fhe might have forefcen, 
f^ ftarving." 

" Poor foul!" faid fir William, reach- 
ing the letter ; when finding by the pe- 

rufal 



A TALIS, OF THE TIMES, yf 

ruialthat it contained an appeal not only 
to the humanity but alfo. to the honour 
of his lady, he fixed his eyes upon her 
•with fome degree of refentment, and 
exclaimed, •^ How came you to forget 
•* the poor woman ? Why, you pro- 
-** mifed to do fomething for her huf- 
•' bandr 

*' She interprets general expreffions 
*< too largely/' refumed her ladylhip ; 
^^ I have done her a great many fe- 
** vours, and fliould have done her 
** many more j but I found out that fhc 
^ was bafe, ungrateful, and not worthy 
•* of my notice.*' 

** I am forry for it with all my heart,** 
replied fir William; " (he really 
" writes like a fenfible woman and a 
" good Chriftian/' 

*• Moft people with whom I happen 
'* to difagrec, are fo in your opinion/* 

E 3 " My 
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*' My dear, I am forry to hear you 
^' difturbed ; your fide is in pain again 
«* I am afraid." 

*' It was a great deal better ; but 
** this woman's impertinence brings on 
** all my old complaints.*' 

" No, no, it won't ; only keep your- 
*' felf quiet ; but pray, as I am quite a 
♦' ftranger to the ftory, will you tell 
«* me what this Mrs. Evans did, to 
make you fo very angry with her ?** 
I told you, fir William, fhe fell 
" in love with a nobleman's tutor, and 
married him contrary to the advice 
of all her friends. My father was 
fo incenfed, that he declared if ihe 
*' ftarved, he would never take the leaft 
notice of her any more. But I was 
very kind to her, and I fent her fome 
of my caft-off clothes when I mar- 
ried, which, I fuppofe, encouraged 
her to the unheard-of impudence 

which 
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^ which flie has been guilty of. Be- 
** caufe ihe had been a fort of humble 
** friend when we were quite girls, flic 
*^ had the effrontery to beg me to intro- 
** duce her hufband to you j a fellow, 
whofe grandfather was nothing but a 
travelling pedlar. Did you ever know 
** fuch audacity ?** 

Doubtlefs fir William would have felt 
very angry, tf one of his owu relations 
"had contaminated the blood of Powerf- 
court by mixing it with the " puddle of 
a pedlar," and his refentmcnt might 
have continued, till he discovered that 
he had it in his power to do the dif* 
graced couple an aft of fervice j but he 
thought it very ridiculous that a family 
of yefterday fliould in this inftance pre- 
tend to the fame delicacy with one 
that could be traced through untold 
centuries. Her ladyfliip, perceiving that 
the glow of refentment did not kindle 

E 4 in 
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in his countenance fo fail as ihe exr* 
pefted, added by way of climax, ** And 
" fhe fent the letter the very cfay when 
•* Ihe knew I intended to receive com* 
•' panyj — only think of endeavouring 
•* to occupy my attention at fuch a 
•* time/' 

" I think/' faid fir William empha- 
tically, " that poor Mrs. Evans has been 
^^ very unfortunate in applying when 
•* you were either too much engaged 
" by pleafure or pain to attend her. But 
** a promife is a promife, let people 
«« claim it when they will/' 

Lady Powerfcourt's confcience here 
gave her a fevere pang, and fbc con- 
fufedly anfwered, that fhe was fure fiie 
* never meant to make any engagement ; 
Ihe durft fwear that (he never faid fo ; at 
leaft, if Ihe had, fhe had quite forgotten it. 

" Very likely, very likely," replied 
the good man ; '' you never meant what 

*^ you 
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'* you faid, and fo forgot all about it. 
" But you fee fhe has remembered ir, ind 
•* perhaps the world may think that it is 
** owing to me that you have not kept 
*' your word, at leafFltci^raJng to Mrs. 
*' Evans's account of the matter j how- 
** ever, I will try to clear up the mif- 
** take ; and as flie is your friend ^hnd 
«* relation, they Ihall not be left de- 
« ftitute.'* 

Sir William here rofe, and hurried 
tvut of the room, while lady Powerfcourt 
loudly difclaimed the word relation^ pro- 
tefting Mrs. Evans could not be nearer 
than a fecond coufm, which Ihe counted 
nothing at alL 
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CHAP. VI. 

One felf.approTing hour whole years outweighs 
Of Aupid ftarers^ and of loud huzza's. 

Pope, 

The benevolence of fir William Pow- 
erfcourt was not confined wichin the 
narrow limits of relations and friends. 
It was not annihilated by the fuppofition 
of ingratitude, nor did its delicate fen* 
fibility fhrink from the contaQ: of hu- 
man infirmity. It feemed a ray of that 
beneficence which caufes the fun to rife 
upon the evil and the good, and the 
rain to fall upon the juft and the unjuft. 

Nor was his idea of charity limited 
to the virtue of beneficence. Combin- 
ing with his natural placability of tem- 
per, it produced the moft cordial defire 
of being at peace with all mankind, and 

made 
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made ready forgivenefs almofl: outftep 
offence. He mounted his horfe^ and 
rode to Llangollen. On the road he 
meditated not on the faults of lady 
Powerfcourt3 for perhaps his imagina^ 
tion was afraid of venturing into fudi 
an ample field, but on the fpeedieft means 
of alleviating the evils which her negleft 
had caufed. Having heard an excellent 
character of the Evans's from fome 
neighbouring gentlemen, be haftened to 
the cottage which fheltered modeft 
worth. He found the wife engaged in 
the humble offices of domedic bufinefs^ 
while the hufband was rocking a little 
baby to fleep, and penning his Sunday 
difcourfe. However inelegant thefe oc- 
cupations might be, fir William Powerf- 
court fancied that they both looked like 
very fenfible people, and very good 
Chriitians. 

E 6 The 
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The bufinefs of introdudion was boa 
adj oiled. Poverty had enfeebled but 
not extioguiihed the light of lettered 
fcience and poli/hed manners which 
formerly irradiated the Evans's^ and be« 
nerolence had entirely banifhed all oe* 
remonious referve from their re^pedabk 
gueft* He informed Mrs. £?ans that 
he had a little girl as pretty as that 
which lay afleep in the cradle, but that 
her poor coufm lady Powerfcourt had 
fcarcely enjoyed a day's health fince it 
was bom. At the mention of lady 
Powerfcourt a deep blufli fuffufed Mrs. 
Evans's face, which, though it in reality 
proceeded from her anxiety to know the 
efFe^l of a letter which (he had fecretly 
difpatched without her hufband*s con- 
fcnt, and contrary to his known opinioo, 
fir William miftook for the glow of re- 
fentment, and very much difliking to 
fee any body angry, he attempted a con. 

ciliatory 
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dilatory explanation of his wfJe's con- 
duft. ' His defence, indeed, amounted 
to little more than that, when people 
were much engaged either by pleafiire or 
pain, they were very apt only to think, 
of themfelveg : yet fo powerful was his 
rhetoric, that the burning blulhes on 
Mrs. Evans's cheek were foon quenched 
by a flood of tears ; and though fir Wil- 
liam was not abfolutely unacquainted with 
tears of anger and difdain, he was con- 
vinced that thefe were of a milder quality. 
Mrs. Evans's grief was accompanied by 
the livelieft expreflions of regret for lady 
Powerfcourt's fufFerings, and the moft 
anxious wifhes for her recovery. Sir 
William's eyes fhone with kindred fcn- 
iibility, he drew his chair clofer to the 
fire, prefled her hand with the freedom 
of long intimacy, and cheeif ulty partook 

of the homely bre with which the hof- 

pitality 
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pitality of Mr. Evans had covered the 
little deal uble. 

He then took occafion to a(k the par« 
ticulars of their fituation, and fooa 
found that it was penurious in the ex- 
treme. Every refource had been triedt 
every friend applied to ; but jrefouroes 
are not inexhauftible, and even friends 
do not always anfwer the calls of indi- 
gence with prompt relief. The favour 
which had been folicited of lady Powerf* 
court was only her recommendation to 
a neighbouring clergyman^ who allowed 
his curates the fplendid flipend of fifty 
pounds per annum. This circumftance, 
unintentionally difcovered, drew from 
fir William a deep figh, and the excla- 
mation of, " Well, I could not think 
« that poffible V' 

The little girl now awoke, and the 
good baronet, who was become a great 

co&« 
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connoiiTeur in nurfcry tranfadions, feem- 
edmuch attraded by its infantine charms. 
Finding that the difficulty of procuring 
Jpbnfors had hitherto caufed the chrif- 
tening ceremony to be delayed, he 
offered himfelf to undertake the office, 
adding a few words expreffive of his 
fenfe of its folemn importance; and, 
having prefented the mother with what 
he called his ufual offering on fuch oc- 
cafions, a bank-note of fifty pounds, he 
took leave of the enraptured p?ur with 
many kind affurances that they ihould 
ibon hear of him again. 

Providence feemed to affifl fir Wil- 
liam's generous refolution of making 
ample provifion for opprelfed merit. 
His domeftic chaplain, oh receiving the 
prefentation to a valuable prebend, with 
noble moderation, vacated the living of 
Powerfcourt, worth near four hundred 
pounds per annum. The charafter and 

abilities 
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abilities of Mr. Evans feemed to point 
him out as an eligible fucceifor ; hut it 
appeared to be an infuperable difficulty 
to gain lady Powerfcourt's approbatiom 
of fuch a plan. Luckily> however, the 
lady was not quite inexorable. The hu- 
mane concern which Mrs. Evans ex- 
preffed for her illnefs had been placed 
in the ftrongeft point of view, and if it 
had not wrought upon her gratitude, k 
at lead, by recalling to her memory the 
obliging companion and the attentive 
friend of her younger years, perfi^aded 
lady Powerfcourt to acknowledge, that 
in her prefent (ituation fuch a neighbour 
would be a dcfirable acquifition. Her 
apprehenfion of being difgraced by the 
recognition of her coufin was relieved by 
the fortunate communications of fom^ 
morning vifitors, who, having heard 
that fir William had publicly announced 
his intention of providing for Mr. Evans^ 

flew 
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flew to inform my lady that he was the 
" charmingejl and moft delightfuleji 
preacher in the world ; that Mrs. Evan^ 
loo, though an excellent manager, was 
an amiable agreeable creature, quite the 
gentlewoman both in manner and ap- 
pearance/* 

Sir William had purpofed ufhering in 
his intended difpofal of the living of 
Powcrfcourt, by obfervations on the 
lofs they ihould fuftain by Mr. Jones's 
removal,, and how highly defirable it 
was to have an agreeable neighbour at 
the redory. He intended next to 
allude to Mr. Evans's reputed Ikill at 
back-gammon, and to inquir(B if his 
wife was not a very chatty converfable 
woman ; but my lady flopped his ex- 
ordium in the niidft by oAe of thofe 
fweet furprifals in which the reader will 
perceive (lie abounded, and begged him 
as a favour to compliment her. coufins 

with 
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"with the prefentation, — a requeft v^hich 
was granted with equal aftonifliment and 
joy. 

Thofe who have been accuftomed to 
dread the cenfures of their own hearts^ 
and to fuppofe that an unwarrantable 
indulgence of the irritable paffions muft 
produce felf-condemnation, will proba^ 
biy wonder that lady Powerfcourt fhould 
wifli for the fociety of a perfon whofe 
prefence muft adminifter perpetual re- 
proach to her confcious mind j but her 
moral creed was formed upon different 
principles. She thought it as much inv- 
poflible for a perfon of fortune to behave 
ill to an inferior, as for a beauty to be 
capricious, or a wit fatirical. Each oi 
thefe charafters had a privilege to be 
lude, tyrannical, and cenforious; and 
as their faults required no atonement, 
every body was bound, upon the fmalleft 
change of behaviour on their parts, to 

lofe 
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lofe the remembrance of paft ftorms la 
ravifbing adthiration of the prefent gentle 
breeze. Though endued herfelf with 
that trembling fenfibillty v^hich bleeds 
at every pore, Ihe doubted the exiftencc 
of feeling in the fubordinate orders of 
mankind ; and though ihe had left her 
friend finking in all the horrors of want, 
without ftrctching forth her hand to 
fupport her, fhe would have thought 
that friend the mod ungrateful being in 
the world, if fhe had lefufed to dedicate 
her time to the talk of endeavouring to 
alleviate her real or fancied forrows. 

Mrs. Evans certainly could feel, but 
Ihe could alfo forgive. In her behaviour 
to lady Powerfcourt fhe appeared to re* 
member nothing but that fhe was the 
friend of her early youth, and the wife 
of her revered benefadlor. " It is my 
** duty," fhe ufed to fay to her huf- 
band, when he kindly reproved her for 

devoting 
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devoting fo much time to the paiaftrf ^ 
and unwholefome confinemenl of a fidi 
chamber ; *' Confider/' flie continued^ 
•* how much we owe to fi? William^s 
*' bounty, and how much it befits U8 t» 
*^ try to alleviate thofe 'troublea with 
•^ which Providence thinks fit to prove 
** the vvorthieft of human hearts.** In 
this opinion Mr, Evans aequiefced, and 
only cautioned her not to kijufe her ii^ 
valuable health. 

Ten years fiicceffively rolled away 
without producing any remarkable 
change at Powerfcourt. The Evans's 
continued to devote their chief attention 
to the duties which gratitude, fympt^ 
thy, and pity required. Soothed by 
their focicty, enraptured by the attract 
tive fweetnefs of his enchanting daugh» 
ter, and fuftained by the exalting cpn- 
fcioufnefs of a life of ufefulnefs and rec- 
titude, fir William endured the hourly 

vexations 
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vexations by which the increafed irrita- 
bility of lady Powerfcourt's temper con- 
trived to cloud every enjoyment in which 
Ae could no longer partake. It feemed 
as if her example was intended as an 
awful warning to the pride of beauty 
and the pride of wealth. She lived to 
be difgufting and dependant, but fhe 
did not live to feel and acknowledge 
that her faults required the righteous 
chaflifement; 

Sir William's deportment at her death 
was marked by that decent propriety 
which charafterized all his aftions. He 
did not afieft to be inconfolable, but he 
treated her memory with becoming 
refpeft. He fubmitted to the inconve- 
nience of the little parlour and the fum- 
mer apartments, becaufe it would look 
like unkindnefs to his poor wife to re- 
ftore things to their old ftate again. 
From the fame motive he kept the 

g temples 
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temples and ftatucs in good rcpm, 
though he cither forgot their names or 
miftook their fituations ; and though hi 
rather diflikcd dogs, he permitted aa 
old black fpanicl to be his conftant 
companion, becaufc it fcemed to be the 
only thing to which flic fliewcd any aU 
tachment. Yet bitter remembrance 
would fomecimes extort from him, ia 
the company of very particular friends, 
the confeflion, ^' that the poor woman 
*' had very odd ways, but people who 
*' arc always ill arc apt to be whim- 
" fical." 

It was the general opinion of the coun- 
try, that tlic good baronet would 
never nir^rc en;;iigc in a matrimonial 
conncdion, and this fccrncd to be the 
more extraordinary, as it was known 
he ardently wifhcd to tranfmit his 
fortune and honours to a lineal defcend- 
ant of his own name. Whether in- 
fluenced 
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fluenced by delicacy arlfing from paft 
happinefs, or corroded by the recollec- 
tion of paft forrows, it is certain he 
never appeared perfeftly at eafe when 
love or marriage was the topic of con- 
vcrfation; and though remarkable for 
uniform civility, the words, '' fine feel- 
ing/* and "acute fenfibility/' when 
ufed in their general import, always 
drew from him an emphatical ^* Nan* 
fenfer 
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CHAP. VII. 

•——She wat fair beyond your brighteft bloom, 
(This Envy owns, (ince now her bloom is fled^} 

Fair as the fof ms that, wove in Fancy's loom^ 
Float in light vifion round the poet's head. 

Whene'er with foft ferenity fhc fmil'd. 
Or caught the oricnt-blufh of quick furprize. 

How fweetly mutable, how brightly wild 
The liquid luftre dai ted from her eyes ! 

Each look, each motion, wak'd a new-born grace» 
That o'er her form its tranficnt glory caa: 

Some lovely wonder foon ufurp'd the place, 
Chas'd by a charm flill lovelief than the laft. 

Mason. 

My readers, whom I introduced in the 
beginning of my fecond Chapter to the 
marriage of Geraldine Powerfcourt with 
the earl of Monteith, will perhaps com- 
plain of the intervening circumflanccs 
which retard my account of the events 
immediately fubfequcnt to thofe aufpi* 

cious 
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Clous nuptials. They will probably 
blame me for beginning in the middle, 
and then going back to the firfl: part ; 
but I have not ^ven yet quite unravelled 
the clue which led to that event, and 
muft entreat their patience a little longer. 
Nothing is fo impofing wpon the gene- 
rality of the world as an air of fuperior 
information and^felf-confidence; I Ihall 
therefore, inftead of acknowledging my- 
iclf to have been in an error, proceed to 
ftate, that this apparent inconfiftency is 
the effeft of plan, and fanftioned by au- 
thority. 

I can plead the example of many in- 
genious luminaries, who folely owe their 
reputation to a (kilful generalflilp in the 
. arrangement of their plans. Some have 
chofen to make a fecond volume take 
precedence of the firft ; others have ob- 
je6led fo the formality of a beginning ; 
and a third fet have difdained the pe* 

TOL. I. F dantry 
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dantry of :i conclufion. Several of 
the u'lts ot the laft age wrote pngcs 
on their own pre-cxiftenc (late; and 
many writers of our times have penned 
volumes, which, if they have any 
meaning, tend to prove that it would 
have been better had they not exifled at 
all. Some fuppofe the roud to fame lies 
through the labyiinih of inexplicable 
paradoxes; while others, who publifll 
one book to difprove what they hkvc 
written in anoihrr, rccin to think that, 
in order to iulvaiicc, it is ncccflary to 
move hackutird like a ci:ib. In vain 
docs (liiii^-ii'iii aitcinpf to rcilrain thefe 
cx<:iuli\«r ili"Jit ■:: — the ini)derjilVgarus is 
too rcllivc U) Liuiurc the rein, and too 
volatile to -.ittciul to the lalli ; and mod 
writers have rucccoLd, who have at- 
tempted to ioiiiid tlicir rej)Utation on 
the broad b.ifis of fiiigular.ty ; for what 
greater proof of originality and fpirit 

can 
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an be given than by doing or fayw 
ng fomething which furprifcs or terrifies 
Jvery body ? 

But though thefe huge Leviathans 
may thus tofs and fport as they pleafe 
in the great deeps of literature, the lefler 
fry of authors muft fubmit to fome pre* 
cautions, or endure the harder alterna* 
five of annihilation. Our morofe taflc^ 
mafters not only impofe upon us the 
hard laws of having a beginning, a mid- 
dle, and an end ; but they ftisite the ne* 
"eflity of unity of defign, and an atten- 
-ion to coftume in age, place, and cha- 
^after. As I purpofed, therefore, to 
-reat of the effects arifing from the mar- 
riage of lady Montcith, it became ne- 
-effary for nie to hurry into the midfl: of 
he fcene, and to bring forth Powerf* 
wourt-houfe in " high pomp jubilant;'* 
ind, like Homer, Virgil, and Milton, 
^o adjuft relative circumftances in an 

F 2 cpifodical 
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epifodical manner. In one refpecl 
differ from thefe high authorities, 
making myfelf the relator; but even h 
I have an ingenious fiftion ready to < 
viate critical afperity. It is only fupp 
ing me the old Neftor of the fahle, 
the chorus of the fcene, and I may t 
as many long ftories as I pleafe, a 
moralife whenever I have an inclinatic 
without" offending againfl: any of l 
ftatutes of.Parnaffus in that cafe ma 
and provided. I will now introduce i 
Heroine upon the ftage. 

The connexion between a lively & 
fible girl and a fickly petulant part 
could be but flender ; the concern, the 
fore, which Geraldine felt for La 
Powerfcourt's death was foon ov 
come. She had long confidered M 
Evans as more truly fulfilling the n 
ternal charafter; and flie felt for \ 
judidous, firm, but affectionate reproc 

tl 



A TALE OF THE TIMF8. TOI 

that filial deference which the eternal 
whine of her mother's complainingcen- 
fures failed to infpire. Under the care 
of an experienced governefs and cele* 
brated mafters, procured at unfparing 
cxpence, flie rapidly acquired every fe- 
male grace and fuitable accomplrfliment; 
but it was to the inftruGions of Mrs. 
Evans, and to the tender friendfhip of 
her daughter Lucy, that her mind was 
indebted for its richeft treafures. 

At the age of feventeen fhe appeared 
an enchanting beauty J polite, fenfible, 
accomplifhed, affable, and generous; 
the idol of her father, the delight of har 
friends and dependants, the envy of the 
neighbourhood, and the objeft to which 
every man of fortune in the county fe- 
cretly afpired : 

** — She was indeed the glafs 
*' Wherein the neighbouring youth did drcfs (h«ni> 
" feKci." 

F 3 Mift 
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Mifs Powerfcourt's example would 

.fandion a fmall abfurdity ; and her en- 
chanting manners excited a herd of 

. awkward imitators. They forgot, how- 
ever, that it was her wit which fupport« 
ed her opinion, and her graceful beauty 
that gave elegance to the form of a bon- 
net, or adjufted the drapery of a robe. 

Some faftidious obfervers, who, cold 
to the fafcination of captivating loveli- 
nefs, contemplate ** the human form 
dwint^* With the fame cautious difcri- 
mination with which tihey would aaa- 
lyze the merits of a pi£fcure, pointed out 
Ibme ihades in this fafciaating portrait* 
They obferved, that her vivacity at tiioes 
approached to kvity } that, under the 

.form of eafy nonchalance ^ her eye wag 
on the watch for adulation ; and that the 
perfedions which nature had fo libe- 

.jaliy beftowed loft their moft delicate 

attra£tions 
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attraSions in the confcioufeefs of pof- 
feflion. 

To thefe obfervations Candour replied, 
that even levity vs^as pardonable in youth 
and beauty, when it appeared to be the 
artlefs offspring of a happy innocent 
heart; that inexperience would apolo- 
gize for the faulty which proceeded 
ironx an isxuberant flow of animal fpi- 
ik%9 a {jitong defire to pleafe, and a dif** 
ppfitioR uncommonly prone to the moft 
generous diiintereded confidence; that 
lit wa8 imppfiible for her to efcape the 
Imowledge of her own perfections, when 
«very tongue was loud in her praife, and 
there were none to difpute her claim to 
pre-eminence; and that it was even 
amiable in her to wifh to difplay thofe 
excellencies which feemed ever to com- 
municate delight to others. I have 
ftated the debates which were caufed by 
the appearance and manners of Mifs 

s 4 Powerf- 
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Powerfcourt, and fliall only obferve, that 
in point of numbers the applauders 
hadit. 

Many were the detraftors and imita- 
tors which the fair Geraldine excited "i 
but one young lady, who was neither her 
rival nor her copyift, loved her with un» 
affeded tendernefs. The charafter of 
Lucy Evans was perfc&ly her own ; it 
was call in nature's moft artlefs mould, 
and finiflied by the unremitting atten« 
tion of an intelligent mother and an ex- 
emplary father. Inferior to her friend 
• 

*n perfonal charms and expenfive accom- 
plifliments, fhe was yet vqry pretty, very 
fenfible, very amiable, and as well edu- 
cated as the daughter of a country cler- 
gyman need wi(h to be. Early taught 
the difference between a young woman 
whofe fortune muft arife from the favii\gs 
offour hundred pounds per annum, and 
theheirefs of twice as many thoufands, fhe 

never 
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never made the indulgences of Mifii 
Powerfcourt the model for the regula« 
tion of her own enjoyments and defires» 
She had read much^ &e had thought 
more ; her Icifure for ftudy and reflect 
tion was greater than her friend's, and 
her mind imperceptibly acquired fupe- 
rior energy. Her knowledge of the 
world was confined to the manor-houfe 
and the reftory; at the former (he fome. 
times met mixed charafters ; her fenfr 
bility made her ftrongly feel their im- 
proprieties, and her fineerky generally 
betrayed thofc emotions. 
The ladies were friends in the ftrifteft 
I fenfe of the word; but when I own that 
there was no other young perfon within 
feveral miles with whom Mifs Powerfcourt 
could properly form an intimacy, my 
readers will probably condemn me for 
afcribing the term friendfhip to an inti- 
macy which rather proceeded from 

F 5 chance 
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chance and locility than from cade and 
iele£Uon» and v^iU probably predial that 
ic wai very likely to be annihilated it 
ihc rude changes of the jofUing world 
The following pages will difcover how 
far they are right; it (hall fufBce for 
me at prefcnt to aflirm^ that at the time 
I am treating of the attachment was 
mutual and fincere. 

While the fair Geraldine bent over 

the harp with the grace of a Calliope 

and the execution of a Cecilia, Lucy 

fat quietly at her plain work in a comer 

of the Tuoiu, aiul enjoyed the applaufe 

which her Jricncrb uiullerly performance 

ever exciieJ. But when Mifs Powerf- 

court's ikill in niufic, drawing, em* 

broidery, fillagree, and every other 

iafliionable acquirement, had been dif. 

played, Mifs Kyans could not wholly 

efcape oblervation, at Icaft if any pcrfons 

in company were iuificiently hberal to 

turn 
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turn their eyes from the dzzzling fplen* 
dor of fortune to the mitd luftre of mo- 
deft independence. Though her pbfer^ 
▼ations did not proceed from a moutb 
txijuifitely formed, nor were enforced 
by eyes of peculiar brilliancy, th^y be^- 
ipoke a corred intelligent mind, and 
were accompanied by an arch ndivet^^ 
or an ingenuous earneflinefs, which 
leemed at once to develope the fpeaker'$ 
artlefs amiable mind. Exulting at the 
attention which her Lucy's remarks 
obtained, Mifs Powerfcourt ever de- 
lighted to lead the converfatioft to topics- 
on which ihe knew h^r t6 excel^ and 
when the p^rty was largie^ ipodeft diffi- 
dence was often charmed ouc of its io* 
^nded filence by the aSedionate arti- 
fices of the miftrefs of th^ feaft. 

Withcmi attributing too much to the 
alltiren«^t$ c^ wealijhj.it may readily hfs 
l>€lteved, that Mif^ Powerfcouit'i^ hand 

F 6 wa» 
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was an object of general contention* 
After having, in the fpace of two yearSi 
refufed more unexceptionable offers than 
the mod invincible heroine of modern 
romance can boa (I, (he was introduced 
to the earl of Monteith at Chefter race* 
ball, and at her chaperon's requeft ac- 
cepted him for a partner. Their fimi- 
litude in graceful beauty, age, fortune^ 
and connedUons, pointed them out to 
the whole company as a mod fuitabie 
match ; and a little policy was admitted, 
that the pecrlcfs pair ini;^ht not be fe- 
paratrd the whole evening. 'I'lic next 
morning hit lord /hip appeared early upon 
the courfe, where dirmounting without 
onrc difcuffing the merits of the race- 
horfe8, or attending to the weighing of 
the drivers, he took his feat in the (land 
next to MU)i Powcrfcourt, and during 
the whole morning fcemed t^ forget 
that he had feveral ihoulknds depending 

upon 
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upon the iffue of the courfe. In the 
evening he was again at the ball, again 
i^equefted the hand of his former partner, 
andj without once fpraining his ancle or 
complaining of infufferable heat, danced 
till threeo*clock the next morning. Every 
body was now fure that he was capti- 
vated, and the whole county were on 
the tiptoe of expeftation. 

On the very day of her return to 
Powerfcourt, Geraldine fet out in fearch 
of her Lucy> and entreated that ihe 
would come and fpend a little time with 
her at the manor. It was impoffible for 
Mifs Evans to avoid obferving, that her 
fiiend*s account of 'the ball, the dreffes, 
and the manners of the company, was 
very much embarrafTed, and deftitutc of its 
ufual vivacity. On entering the drefling- 
room Geraldine locked the door, andj 
throwing her arms around her Lucy's 
neck, told her ihe had a fecret to di- 

vulge 
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vulge which was of the greateft im- 
portance. On receiving a promife of 
inviolable fecrecy, Mifa Powerfcourt aU 
tempted to explain; but after feveral 
i^effe£tual attempts to begin the difco* 
very, (he faw fome company coming 
over the lawn, and, pf omifmg her friend 
to be more explicit at another time^ fim 
unlocked the door and haftened to re* 
ceive her guefts.^ 

It was more than a vieek before Mif$ 
Evans could find leifure from her do« 
medic occupations to vifit Powerfcouru 
houfe, i|i order that fhe might receive 
the f^cred truft. She now found her 
friend's lively fpirits fWl more fubdued | 
fhe was abfent, frequently fighed, played 
with her mother's pidure, which hung 
fufpended by a pearl chain on her bo. 
fom, fketched figures upon the table 
with her netting needle^ and, though 
iiaufually affectionate ia her e^reiEon»j 

feemed 
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feemed lefs inclined to confide theftory of 
her troubles than ^t their former inter- 
view. Neither MIfs Evans'^ difppfitioo 
nor education were in the ieaft romantic; 
fiiecould only perceive that h^ friend ha4 
B^t with fome great vexation, and ihe 
was too delicate to endeavour to pierce 
tlie veil which concealed thofe forrows ). 
fee therefore contented herfelf with fe. 
cretly wi(bing the painful amuety fpeed« 
ily removed. 

But, though Mifs Evans was thus fhort* 
fight^d, my readers have probably dif- 
covered enough of the diforder to ao» 
qmt me of introducing extraneoq$ 
Hiatter^ though I fhould indantly revert 
Cp lord Monteith. On dandng with 
Sfifs Powerfcourt the firit night, he 
publicly declared that (he was the fined 
g^rl be had ever feen : the converfatioa 
in the (land convinced Mm that ihe was 
uacommonly clever } and at tb^ inter- 

15 view 
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view die (ecomi evcDing Oic appeared 
«Mi Inch capuviiiug grace, that hi 
loudly protcftcd Hic was the mod tUi 
put wonun in tltc world; and that Ge* 
i M J ne Potvcrfcourt was aJmofl eaougk 
10 Indace any man to fubmit to the yakt 
fif nvriage. i'he friends to whom hi 
itttcnd thefe rapturous exclamattont 
nported cticni lo their motlicra and 
fiftcn, irhb repeared ihera to their ao 
qwiiitaiice i but the rough mtLTculiii 
fentlment, when filtered through th 
organs of fcinule delicacy, fpokc in a 
mach foTter and mure iiiltiuiaiing lonc 
j&U the Itdic! protcltcd that the earl of' 
Monteiih was deeply enamoured wiAj 
Mifa PowerJ'court ; that he thought htf, 
the divined creniurc that ever exiSedf. 
that he was dying for an opportuiuty of 
throwing himfdt at her feet ; and thlT 
his whole earthly happincfK depended 
upon her. This higli-flown language, re-' 
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peated by every vifitor, certainly vibrated 
on the ear of the fair Geraldine with a 
pleafing found. She confidered the ab- 
furdity of the expreffion to be entirely 
chargeable on the repeater, but that the 
fcntimentwas undoubtedly his lordfhip's. 
She only anfwered by the words " How 
ridiculous ! How infinitely abfurd !'* but 
ihe blufhed and fmiled while fhe reproved, 
and made no effort to change the con- 
vcrfation to a more fenftble fubjeft. Every 
body obferved, that fhe fighed frequently, 
talked lefs, and could remember none 
but plaintive tunes. The lovely pair 
were therefore certainly mutually fmit- 
ten ; and it was carneftly hoped that fir 
William would not waywardly attempt 
to interdi& their union. 
' A month elapfed, yet the enamoured 
fwain had neither flung himfelf at the 
feet of his dulcinea, nor taken any other 
ftep to fecure the prize upon which his 

whole 
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whole earthly hapinnefs depen^led. This 
delay, though it coft the lady a little 
chagrin ^was yet upon the whole beneficial 
to his lordfhip's caufe. She had time to 
xe&eSt upon ail he had faid, and all he. 
had looked at their former interviews ; 
and though her own knowledge of hit 
charafter was limited to the obfcrvation 
of uncommon elegance of %ure and. z 
gentlemanlike addref&, the whdb worlil 
(I mean that pare of it witJh which Mi& 
Powerfcourt was acquainted) protdkd 
that be was a moil amiable and ao- 
compliflbed nobleman» Thefe vague io^ 
definite terms may be compared to the 
outline which travellers frequently pr^ 
fent of newly-difcovered countries, leav- 
ing fpace for fucceeding adventurers to 
embellifli the chart by placing rivers, 
bays, and mountains where they fup* 
pofe they may be found. Mifs Powerf- 
court exercifed all her inventive powers 

COr 
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to fill up the Iketch of lord Montcith*s 
charader. She marihalled all the vir- 
tues and agreeable qualitie^^ and placed 
them in the propereft ftations. Wit was 
fupported by tafte and learning, gene- 
rolity was circumfcribed by prudence, 
and heroifm was tempered by the moft 
melting fenfibility. In fine, the portrait 
was enchanting, but the likeneTs was 
ideai } the fair defigner however, like 
^Pygmalion, became deeply enamoured 
wuh the creature of her own ioiAgina- 
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CHAP. VIII. 

O, ten times faftcr Venus' pigeons fly 

To feal love's bonds new made, than they arc wont 

To keep obEged faith unforfeitcd.- > 

Love, be motierate, allay thy ecftafy ; 
In meafure rain thy joy, fcant »hi8 cxcef«r 

1 feel too much thy blelfing, mak:: it lefty 

For fear I furfcit !* 

Shakespeahi. 

Lord Monteith was quite a Bene- 
d'l&y and bad determined not to encum- 
ber himfelf with a wife, unlefs be found 
it impoflible to be happy without one. 
He baftened from the rural Ihade and 
moping folitude, which, if not the mo- 
ther, is certainly the nurfe of Love- He 
plunged into the diffipation of London* 
vifited the court, the opera,^ the pan- 
theon mafquerades j but the lovely form 
of the Cambrian enchantrefs p'urfued 
him to every retreats Nay, even at 

the 
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the gaming-table, when hundreds were 
depending upon the odd trick, fhe rofe 
to his view in all the fplendor of her 
ball-room ornaments ; bending her wav- 
ing plumes, fhe gently ftruck him with 
her magic fan, and, begging him to be 
attentive to the delightful dance which 
was juft begun, made him lofe the 
game. 

Jf my limited obfervation of the male 
charader may be trufted, the difference 
of foul in the two fexes is no where 
more plainly feen than in their manner 
of encountering vexation. A lady in 
lord Monteith's circumftances, upon, 
finding her heart irrecoverably loft, would 
have devoted her time to woods and 
groves, and, only breathing her paflion 
to fome dear confidante, would have 
found a luxurious indulgence in com- 
plaining of her ruthlefs ftars ; but his 
lordfhip, when he difcovered that even 

cards ^ 
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cards and dice could no longer occupy 
his mind, ordered poft-horfes, and in 
lefs than forty-eight hours arrived at the 
feat of his friend ford W. in Caernar^ 
vonfliire, to confult on the prppereft me- 
thod of making propbfals to the lady 
who had caufed fuch cruel devaftation. 

It was agreed, that a very gallant ad- 
drefs to Mifs Powerfcourt fhould be 
inclofed in a refpeftful letter to fir WiU 
liam; and, to give the proceedings more 
weight, lord W. offered to be courier* 
He found the father and daughter tete-a- 
tete ; the latter rofe on his announcing 
particular buHnefs ; but on his adding, 
with a fignificant look, that it concerned 
lord Monteith, fhe feemed rather to 
loiter in her attempt to leave the room. 
«* Stay, my dear love, if you like it 
better,'* faJd fir William, « for I have 
nd fecrets from you.'* The permiflion 
was very agreeable j fhe walked to the 

oppofite 
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oppofite window, and feemed only oc- 
cupied in playing with her favourite 
Italian greyhound, while her father was 
circumfpeftly examining the feal of the 
packet, and decyphering the armorial 
honours of the Macdonalds. 

** Here is a letter too for you, Geral- 
dine," faid fir William. She turned to 
receive it ; but encountering the eyes of 
lord W, the livelieft confufion was im- 
printed on her countenance. She would 
have given the world to efcape the ex- 
planation, which, but a moment before, 
(he was impatient to hear. Luckily a 
fervant announced the arrival of Mifs 
Evans, and (he haftened to receive her 
friend, while lord W. as he attended 
her to the door, politely whifpered that 
her triumph was complete, and entreated 
her to be as merciful as flie was invin- 
cible. 

Sir 
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Sir William had by this time perufed 
his letter, and funk into a profound re^ 
verie, from which he was roufed by die 
eulogium which lord W. pronounced 
on the rank, talents, fortune, and con- 
nexions of his noble friend, the warmdi 
of his attachment, and the uncommon 
excellencies of Mifs Powerfcourt. 

Though fir William liftened with the 
moft delighted attention to the pane- 
gyric on his daughter, he difcovered 
great uneafinefs during the defcription 
of lord Monteith's paffion ; and as foon 
as lord W. had ended his harangue, he 
expreffed his hopes that the account was 
not quite true. His noble gueft took 
fire at the imputation of exaggeration, 
and confirmed every thing he had before 
afferted with violent proteftations. 

" Then I beg your lordfliip's par- 
« don/' faid fir William ; " and I do 

affure you, that I had not the fmalleft 

delign 
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* defign of offending ; for, I dare fay, 

• you never told me more than what 
•* you thought was truth 5 and very pot 
'* fibly lord Monteith may think fo too. 
** Young men and women are apt to 
^' fuppofe themfelves in love, and I 
^' hope it is no more in the prefent cafe ; 
^« for I fliould be very forry to have 
" my girl make a worthy gentleman 
'^*miferable-" 

Lord W. pleaded that his noble friend 
was certainly one of the firft matches ia 
the kingdom. 

" Undoubtedly," replied fir William; 
" and yet, no difparageihent to the Mac- 
^^ donalds, the Powerfcourts are quite 
" as ancient and refpeftable. But, to tell 
«' you the truth, I am not very fond of 
" lords, at leaft not for fons-in-law. Ge- 
'* raldine\\'ill have enough if her hufband 
*' has not a fhilUng, and I would rather 
•* fhe fliould beflow herfelf upon fome 

.VOL. I. € " worthy 
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^< worthy man "who would keep up ttkj 
<< family, than fmk my name and feitune 
*^ in that of any peer in the three kii^« 
«« doms/' 

Lord W. obferved, that by a fuitable 
arrangement iii the mafriage«>writingt 
■ the &mily name might be prefeiired. 

Sir William rather fretted at diefe 
expedients. " I have told you, my 
« lord," faid he, « that I think very well 
<^ of the Macdonalds ; it is an andent 
<< name, and an honourable family ; it 
^^ has given birth to a great many true 
«* lovers of their country ; but I hope 
*• lord Monteith will not be offended 
** with me, if I fay that I prefer my own. 
^* In fhort, my lord, there is a yomig man 
«* whom I think of for Geraldine ; and 
** a great blefling, let me tell you, (he 
« will be to him.*' 

Lord W. recoUeflied a young man of 
the name of Powerfcourt, whofe educa- 
tion 
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tion had been defrayed at fir William's 
expence, and who occafionally vifited 
at the manor ; but as he was known to 
be entirely dependent upon his patron's 
bounty, no one fuppofed him the deC- 
tined hufband for the heirefs of Pow- 
erfcourt. His lordfhip*s aflonifhment 
was fo great that he could not help afk- 
ingj whether the lady affented to this 
extraordinary difpofal of charms which 
mi^t add honour to a dukedom. 

" I have not yet told her my plans,'* 
laid fir "William j " fhe is very young at 
** ptefent, and I would not cut (hort her 
<^ happiefl days. She is fo attached to 
«< me, that I am fure it will be almoft 
«* death for her to leave me ; but as fhe 
** is my only child, I muft marry her 
** to keep up my family. I affure your 
" lordfhip, fhe is a very fenfible girl, 
•^ smd will have no notion about duke- 

G 2 domsj 
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<^ doms, unlefs other people put it in 
« her head.*' 

Lord W. alked if the happy youth 
knew his envied deftination. 

Sir William did not like to be thus 
catechifed ; he, however, anfwered in 
the negative. " I don't think it right," 
faid he, " to have young men made 
** vain. He is a modeft good lad now, 
** and will enjoy his fortune better, and 
** know how to do more good with it, 
•* for having been without one when he 
** was young. I aflTure you, my lord, 
** you are the firft perfon to whom I ever 
** mentioned my plan, though I formed 
" it as foon as my wife died, never in- 
** tending to marry again. It is out of 
** refpeft to lord Monteith that I men- 
** tion it, becaufe I would not have him 
** think that I refufe his addrefles in an 
" uncivil manner. But had I not better 

" write 
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•^ write a few lines to his lordfliip, as 
•* he was fo polite as to write to me ?** 

Lord W. promifed to be a faithful 
reporter of what had pafled, and they 
feparated mutually difTacisfiedj lord W. 
conceiving fir William to be the moft 
extraordinary old quiz he ever converfed 
with ; and fir William wifhing the flafhy 
youlig men would let his daughter alone, 
being certain that fhe was perfedly happy 
if they would not torment her. 

While this fcene pafled in the break- 
faft-parlour, Geraldine was perufing her 
letter in the dreffing-room, comment- 
ing on its paflionate but refpedful ' con- 
tents^ and owning to her dear Lucy 
that it was impoflible to deny lord Mon- 
teith's merits. She could now repeat all 
the adventures of Chefter races; her 
account was lively and interefting, yet 
fufliciently fentimcntal to explain to Mifs 
Evans the reafon of her abfence and her 

G 3 fighs. 
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fighs. She waited her father's fummont 
vfith impatience, and Sew to dinner with 
fo light a foot as would fcarcely have 
preffed down 

** The goflamer 
<« That idloin the fummcr*^ noon-tide «it ;*' 

but it was obfervable^ that ihe returwd 
with 

^* Eren ftep atid Tniifinggatt« 
** Sober^ iledfaH, aad demure/' 

I need not account i^ (Kffufe, terin(|f 
for the change. Sir William bad in- 
formed her of his abfolute rejedioa c^ 
lord Monteith) in a manner whidi- evi- 
dently proved that he expe&ed (he would 
he as well fatisfied with his condud ia 
this particular, as (he had been in every 
preceding inftance, it never occurring 
to fir William that flie could be at aU 
interefted in the addrefles of a ftrangcr. 

Though Mifs Powerfcourt had cer- 
tainly afted with girlifli precipitancy ia 

attaching 
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attaching herfelf to the idol of her own./ 
imagination ; and though, with the com« < 
men philofophy of nineteen, fhe fup* / 
pofed nothing fo irretrievable as a wan« I 
dering hearty fhe really was what fir ' 
William efteemed her to be> a very amia* / 
ble and very fenfible girh She not 
cnly loved her father's perfon, but fhe 
alfo venerated his chara^er. The em- 
phafis that he laid on the word granger 
Ipdtuced her to reflect on the hazard of 
hdlowipg her hand upon a perfon with 
vhom flie was fo flightly acquainted; 
and though fhe continued to believe that 
I$»rd Mpnt^th poiTefled all the real vir- 
tues of which fhe had conjured up the 
refemblance, yet fhe thought there would 
be no impropriety in letting the latent 
excellencies expand* In fine, fhe was 
too refpedful as a daughter to eftablifh an 
open oppofition to her father's intentions, 
and too delicate as a female to think of 

G 4 encou- 
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encouraging an addrefs which wanted 
the folemn fanftion of paternal appro- 
bation. If lord Monteith's paflion were 
fincere, it would not be repreffed by 
diiEculties ; and if it flood the trial, (he 
knew the warmth of fir William's affec- 
tion to her too well to fear his final rc- 
jeftion, when he fhould know that her 
happinefs depended upon his aflfent* 

If my readers think thefe refolutioni 
too magnanimous to correfpond with 
the charafter of a young lady, accuf- 
tomed even to that folicitous indulgence 
which prevents our wifhes, who never 
viewed the world but on its brighteft 
fide, and who never faw 

•* Hard unkind ncfs' altered eye 

•« Mock the tear it forcM to flow j" 

jet it be remembered, that (he had in 
Mrs. Evans a friend of a fuperior caft 
to what mofl: heireffes can ever hope 
to poffefs ; a friend who, having no 

finifler 
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finifler views, had no occafion for fervi* 
Kty or flattery ; — a friend, who to an 
exalted turn of mind united the courage 
to enforce unpieafant truths, and gene« 
rofity to overlook cafual errors. 

Wc have feen that gratitude to fir Wil- 
liam reconciled Mrs. Evans to the painful 
talk of attending lady Powerfcourt dur- 
ing her long illnefs. When^-death ter- 
minated what fhe conceived to be her 
duty in that particular, fhe coiiddered 
the fituation of his daughter. Young, 
Amiable, idolized, poffeifed of fuperior 
beauty and uncommon vivacity, by what 
more noble method could fhe evince her 
gratitude to the father, than by fhowing 
^e unwary girl the fhoals. and quick- 
lands which abound in the voyage of 
life ? 

Mrs. Evans's early knowledge of what 
is called the great world convinced her, 
that though refinement may interpofe 

05 its 
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its flimry vdl. the unamuble paiSoni' 
prevail in the higher circles as much » 
in the cottage ; and that the pilgriia 
vho wilhes 10 purruea fiiie courle lauft 
unite the fcrpent with the dove. While^ 
therefore, flie ftrongly recommended to 
t/tih Pnwerfcoun the extirpation, net 
the concealment, of every ungeneroui, 
violent, and felfifh principle, as theh;^- 
pieil means of enfuring internal peace 
Ac taught her to apprehend extemtf 
dan);er from the violence and fdfifhnefi 
of others, however concealed by the 
fair appearance of polifhcd manners, or' 
even by profcfllons of attachment. But, 
above all, fhc ftrongly imprinted on her 
pupil's mind a veneration for her father's 
character. She not only pointed out hit 
aftive benevolence, patient gentlcneft, 
and firm integrity, but led her 10 
confidcr the general propriety of his 
opiiuons upon any fubje^ with which' 
3 
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he was thoroughly acquainted; audv 
though -his reclufe habits had cad an aiir 
of fiugu^arity over his as^tural gop^^^ 
fff^e, yot his plain firm fUle of. thiviki^ 
i^g was not only better but wl£?r thaii 
that flexible judgment which . bends^ 
contracts, or expands, as the worlds 
that isj as caprice determines. Nothing 
could be more judicious than the;£b iq« 
finidions. Mifs Powerfcourt's part$ 
w^e lively and brillianc, quick in difco* 
vering the ridiculous, and powerful in 
f3|pp(ing it. Though virtue, bpnevoNi 
knee, and fond indulgence, mud have 
obtained the warm afiedion of her grat^ 
ful heart, her refpeft for fuch a fathei; 
could only be founded on the perfuafioa 
viiicb ihe had imbibed in her early youtl^ 
of the natural fuperiority of his uncultli| 
vated underdanding, 

The confcioufnefs of yielding to ^ 
W^aknefs which Mrs. £vans would dif- 

G 6 appro ve^ 
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ap|>rove, had kq>t her from informing 
Lucy of the flate of her heart prior to 
lord Monteith's declaration, and the iame 
fentiment forbade her difcovering any 
ftrong uneafinefs at her father's rejediofi 
of his addrefles. In relating the a£Eur 
ihe only obferved with a fupprefled figh» 
that ihe thought his lordfhip infinitdj 
the moft amiable and deferving of anj 
of her fuitors ; but fince her father di^ 
approved the connexion, (be fhould ac- 
quiefce in his decifion, and heartily wifii 
the earl happy with fome other lady ; ia 
which wifh, howe\'er, it may be quef* 
tioned whether (he did not make a little 
ufe of the long bow. 
' The enamoured earl was not at this 
time in fo quiefcent a (late. He was 
quite in a humour for 

<* Moving accidents by flood and field ;** 

Or, 

** For hair breadth ^fcapes in th' Iinmiiient 
** deadlj breach.'' 

One 
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One time he refolved to ftorm the 
caftle and free the lady from durance ; at 
another time decided to ftretch his rival 
in the bloody duft. The probability of 
the fiiir one's being offended by the firft 
projeft foon made him abandon that; 
and there feemed fo much cruelty in 
killing a man who did not even know 
that he was an impediment to his hap^ 
pinefsy that his lordfhip's cooler judg- 
ment pronounced that the latter would 
be too fanguinary. After confidering 
all the plans which antient and mo- 
dern romance fupplies, the old fcheme 
of Jupiter and the fhower of gold was 
preferred. But it was not to Danae that 
the Caledonian Jupiter defcended in that 
form i it was to Danae's waiting maid. 

The very evening after this phenome- 
non had taken place, Mifs Powerfcourt 
few a letter upon her drefling-table, 
fuperfcribed in charaAers which flie 

perfe&ly 




perfectly rccotle^led. Thi 
Abigail wju not an aJcpi in bcr pral 
fifing fur on bciIl^ qudlioned bow it 
came there, aicD(ii|ierairirmcilthatll)| 
fcw a Cupid fly in with it at the windtnt 
nor even hinted that it inight be convejH^ 
there by f»iriet, or life out of the ,labl| 
by the power of cDchantincnt. Sbn 
Qotthcr invoked gobltn nor wiccb, biit» 
fimpty Owned that lord Montelil^ 
k b«g|(cd her to deliver it, and die tIiou|{iit 
rdierc could br no harm in complyioy. 
with the rcqucH of fuch an agreeably 
gentleman. 

" If you do not know your duty Bpi 
" my lailicr, Bridget, I know miae& 
** reiuTn it immediately to hU lortk. 
" ihip; but flay; I think I will add % 
■' few words." 

Mri. Bridget blelTcd her goodneli|» 
ud began an harangue oa hi» lordJhip'i^ 



J 



A TALE OF THE TIMES. I35 

Yirtues, which her miftrefs filenced with 
a look, and (he retired. 

The opener of Pandora's box was a 
gentleman* Let the gentlemen there* 
fore behold one of the fex whom they 
brand with the ftigma of curioiity^ fit- 
ting with a Pandora's box fealed before 
her, yet forbearing to lift the interdicted 
lid* She wrote a few lines which ex« 
prefled her abhorrence of a clandefline 
QDrrefpondence^ without intimating per- 
petual enmity ag^infl the correfpondent, 
ud, indofing his lordihip's letter> rung 
her bell, and ordered it to be delivered 
Iqf^^ the very firft opportunity. She re- 
fioied Mrs. Bridget's attendance that 
ordung^ s^d betook herfelf to the repofe 
vUch confdous rectitude and felf poffef* 
(ion caa alQne enjoy. 




CHAP. IX, 



jj^,; A |irujeiit fiUlirr, 

If Mlurt ctinrp d to ^<ii(]( iM rule htrclMiltf, 
■Kt%ni h)a itBiiitlilT 111 i llulhtml'i pnwrr, 

Jm»> with riipcrtur (llfidlf, with lufoa. 

^tadiiwiilrUiHlmuft, will r«rlo»»h*ri 

HatllrA ■ kiMclUit n»vi, imd ihia a Ijrrnl. 

'■ * Tkmiio*. 

t^bxti MoNTBiTH and his friend vcrr 
Skud 10 projcA IrcRi mcafurut ; for 
Mn. llridRcr wan fo unwilling to olTcni ' 
her dear generous young ladj, riv * 
flie refured to appear any more upon iU 
ftage, and yet her gratitude to ^e ^ot 
generous young gentleman induced bdr 
to confent (lill to take a part beMnd tIAr' 
icftnes. She fuf^gefted that her ttif 
would foon pay a vifit to a neighbociifai(^ 
fdmily ; that (he would go on horfdndEv 
only accompanied by Mr John thff 
groom; that the road lay through * 
ndgb. 
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ndghbouring coppice, but that lord W. 
as well as fir William had keys of the 
ridings ; and flie concluded with obferv- 
ilig fignificantly, that Mr. John was a 
very well-behaved man, no liftener, and 
too difcreet to fay any thing. 

The excurfion was undertaken at the 
appointed time ; but the inftant Mifs 
Powerfcourt entered the wood, fhe faw 
a gentleman on horfeback approaching, 
whom, in another inftant, fhe knew to 
be lord Monteith. Her firft intention 
was to turn back, but fliewas prevented 
by John's having dropped the key in 
the long grafs, juft as he had locked 
the gate. Anger was ufelefs, indeed 
unreafonable ; for the poor man was 
endeavouring to repair his carelefTnefs 
by looking for it very anxioufly. Though 
fhe could not but fufpeft that the ren- 
contre was concerted, Ihe had fuffi- 
cient confidence in her own dignity to 

overcome 



I :8 A TM t OF THE TIME'^. 

overcome Ikt firil a^^itatiun. Retreat 
v/as iiiipollibic, aiul ilic advaDced flowly 
to the dreaded interview 

(Jii the };cntleinnn*s fide there wai 
cxprcired an inlinitudc of love, admira- 
tion, and del'pair, blended ^ith feme 
degree oi relentlul rcnfibility at the 
idea of being conijHjUed privately to fo« 
licit :i bledinj^ to which he had thought 
himTelF entitled publicly to aiturt. 
On the lady's there appeared a juft 
fenrc of female dLcorum, and a ftcady 
reluliiiion to rcprefs any acrimonioua 
cblervatioiis on her father's conduft. 
Hut the nuill inieredin/; part of the con- 
vtrlation tocik place after lord Montcilh 
had explained (Ir William's rcafons for 
rejettiri;.; his aildrcflcs, and alked her if 
Ihewcuild ac(:( jjI llic Invcr he defigncd to 
j)r(jp()f<;. 

" Afliiredly I will iif)r/' was her 
anfwer. " Sliojld my father ever cx- 

" prci* 
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'^- prefs fuch intentions to me, I muft 
^ be as firm in refufing my hand where 
{ I .cai^noc beftow my heart, as I now 
^ am in rejefting your addrcffes while 
^ h^ iliiapproyes of them." 

^^ Mod adn^irable of all human crea- 
^^ tures !" exclaimed Monteith, " I will 
'^ patiently commit my deftiny to th^ 
'f care of -a lady whofe e^j^ed ideas in« 
ff creafe my efteeiA for h^r at ev^ry in* 
?/terviei!f } yet pj^rn^it me; to add one 
15 more inquiry. Mightlventur^imadam^ 
% t<\hope, or ftould I have been too pre« 
^ fumptuoQs in hopingi that ijf I had 
•• b^eff honoured by fir William's ap*. 
^ probation, I fliQuld not have encpuxu 
■? tered the terrors of your refofal V^ 

Mift ' Powerfcourt's reply was con* 
FuiSed and inarticulate ; yet the deep crinx* 
[on which fiufhed her half-averted face, 
and the foftnefs of her accent^ did not 
reduce him to defpair. She perceived 

It 



MO 
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il dill nut I iriJ ui fuuti M fhc liitl fetol 
Uatil lierlvll, (lie iidtloa, "I krutwih 

K*Kt(liiel'tuf my r>iili<rr*a heart t Iknoi 
*• Iiliiii>lt<>i(ri>li-<1 alloulon l>ff met "■*)' 

Hill loiiliilfftii tliur he will ptirtin ]fi M 
** plan ih«i woiiM imikp inc mireribU 
*' but tflt ma ontrcaf yrm, my lord, mj 
" (M |iiirrtjr II iiiriliiji) uf HilitrrHinjn ml 
" wliicti uiuU niilior in;ili« dm 
" In 117 own oyM, i>f illiniiillb n^ 
1'* n(pct\ for your ciMtktttr.** Hl| 
lorJffilt> bowed, nnd, prntcftinfi; Invlaft 
M« obedience and uimliiritil love, fodl' 
off Juft ftt the InriniK thai ^nUn fmaid' 
flitf kry which ciubJad Mif« Pgi 
court tn purruf h<r ttK| 
conduct In ihii tntcrvffw did no^il 
her In licr Utvcr'k ifTefMofii, for 
vovfcA In Ictid W. that flic wni an 
In a huiiun form, nnd ihiU lie wu 
ItrmUwJ «ith«r 10 JI* or obuin ]wr« 
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Nor did the Evans's, to whom Mifs 
Pbwerfcourt impartially related this in- 
cident and that of the letter, feel any 
diminution of the love and efteem which 
the many amiable qualities of their 
charming young friend had long excited. 
On the contrary, Mrs. Evans btftowed 
varm encomiums on the marked pro- 
jriety of her conduft, and Lucy's eyes^ 
hone with that humi .) luftre which the 
>raifes of her dear Gcraldine always 
ailed forth. Sir William's fcheme for 
he intended difpofal of his daughter's 
land excited general furprife, mingled 
xfich fome (hare of difapprobation ; and, 
hough uniform refpeft for his charafter 
>re vented Mrs. Evans from expreffing 
my doubt of e propriety or praftica- 
>iiity of the fcheme, the artlefs open- 
learted Lucy was fo flrongly perfuaded 
jf its impropriety, that the moment Mifs 
Powerlcourt retired, Ihe could not avoid 

reprobating 
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rcprohaiin;^ the abfurdity of allowing her 
friend To little influence in an affair /b 
infinitely momentous to her own hap 
pincfs. 

«• It is certainly wrong," replied Mn. 
Kvans, *^ and may be added to the 
•• inflancf's I h;ivc frequently repeated 
*' to rniwina: yfHi of the neceflity of 
<< confcirniing a little to the notions of 
•* other |icopIc ; lor I have often ob- 
** frrvcd, my dcnr frirl, that you have 
*' inoT*: fM.Tfify of" o|iir»inn than one yc- 
** M'Tiillv liif-cf, V. iMi in ;: ,(t\\nf^ woinar. 
'* of nii.Lit.cn. Do n<jt fiiflcr finc»iil;i- 
** lily (o n(r#j) upon vf m; ffjr thf)n;r)i 
•* ii ^..-ilv \i(,v; ;H)pi,irs III wcarincr vcjuj 
*' liiiir hn'^cifli, wfiilc :ill your acquaint' 
'* aiu c have thi;ir« curled, or in ex- 
*' prdlin;^ your di/likc lo iniific vhcn all 
*' the uoild i. imifical, if iniiy twenty 
** or tliiity yciU'. hciirc induce you to 
*' lay iii'jpj al)lurd Jchcnics for the 

*' marriiigc 
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. <• marriage of my grandchildrtn than 
^ eren fir William's fo much reprobated 

^ .^ pian." 

Lucy replied laughing, *' I t^I p"Ut 

. -^ iny hair in rollers this tety evening, 
••which will, I truft, remove your ap* 

- *•• prehenfions refpefting the prepofter- 

: • ••• ous matches of your grandchildren.'* 
•* If you, my dear," continued Mrs. 
lEvans, *^ recolleO: the circumftances 
*• of fir William's life, and analyze his 
^ charsidier, his prefent defign will ap- 
**• pear the natural refult of both. The 
•• virtues which fpread profperity and 
«• joy all around him are not the refult 
•• of thofe refined feelings, thofe elegant 
** fufceptibilities, which ufurp the place 

; *• of folid virtues in the eftimation of 

••• too many. They are the efFeft of 

♦* reflection, of principle, of chriftian 

•* principle, my dear, that iirmeft found- 

•« ation for all that is truly excellent 

*' in 
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*^ in man. But though his idea, thatlp 
«^ the gifts of fortune ate only an ao- 
" countable ftewardfhip, makes hhil^ 
^« uniformly and perfeveringly upright li 
^^ and generous, it does not fupply thofe.li: 
*« nicer touches of the heart which na- 
«* ture never originally beftowed. Ex- 
<« clufive of what he feels for Geral- 
«' dine, I queftion whether his heart 
•* was ever touched by any fentiment 
*' livelier than univerfal benevolence." 

** How came he to marry then ?" in- 
quired Lucy. The air of naivete 
with which ihe fpoke would have di- 
verted Mrs. Evans at another time; but 
when apphed to the prefent fubjeft it 
recalled painful fenfations. "It was not 
'f a love-match," faid fhe, after a long 
paufe J ** and I fear lady Powerfcoart 
« did not ftudy to excite thofe fenU' 
" ments of efteem and attachment ^^ 
f^ fir William's mind, which her en- 



« Oraorjt^J 
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gaging attentions would have in« 
fpired. Though I believe he never 
^ felt a ftronger tie than what arofe 
: from habit and compailion, his na« 
^tiifal. gobdnefs made him behave to' 
i iher, during the trial of a long fick« 
' nefs, with.ib much tendemeis, that 
^ he was: univerfally accounted a moft 
'*, cxdellenthufband. You know, Lucy, ' 
^V he is not apt to make obfervations on 
"people or -incidents which do not' 
** immedi^tely^ffeft himfelf. The world 
" Aides by unnoticed, if it do not el- 
" bow him ; and though- this may con- 
^< duce to the tranquiHity of -his mind, ' 
'* it prevents him frdm^ e«dafging his 
'* ftock of information. Can- you, 
** however, wonder, from what he has 
^* felt a,nd from what he ha^sobferved, 
^^ that he ihouldfuppofe mutual attach- 
'^ mient unneceflary- in- a liniofii between 
^' two worthy pseople ? and you will al-' 

VOL.-l. H *^ low 
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'^ low Mifs Powerfcourt and her coufin : 
*^ dnfwer that defcripdon. ** ^ 

** Moft certainly they have the bed' 
".hearts in the world; but is not lord' | 
" Monteith too a moft worthy charaic-' ] 
" ter, and in point of rank and for-* 
*' tune a more defirable match ?v** .<... i • 
** Fortune, my dear, though in mofi: 
marriages a very neceflary ingredient, 
is of little confequence in the difpofal 
of Mifs Powerfcourt J for her here. 
ditary affluence is fo great, that Ihe 
•^ may ppffefs every indulgence flie can 
wifh for, without the neceflity of 
her hufband's adding any thing ta 
the paternal flock. I am not one of 
«' thofc who flight the advantages of 
« rank ; I allow it to be defirable ; but 
** if you balance againft it the apparent 
«* juftice of beft owing a rich heirefs on 
*f her father'^ neateft male relation, 
" who is educated in the fame princi- 
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^ pleSj and will refide upon the fame 
Ipot where his anceftors have flou* 
riflied, who will moft probably con- 
tinue to diffufe the fame noble bene- ' 
Yblence and patriarchal hofpitality ; I 
proteft, when I think of thefe advan- 
tageSj I can condemn nothing but fir 
WilHam*s charafteriftical indifference 
to the ftate of his daughter's affec- 
tions. But I obferve, Lucy, that of 
late you always feem uneafy and filent 
when we talk of Henry Powerfcourt ; 
are not you and your old friend and 
playfellow upon as good terms as 
ufual?" 
" Yes, quite fo.'^ 
** Then fliould you not rejoice at the 

•* profpeft of his good fortune ?*' 

** So I do ; but poor lord Monteith— 

»« I cannot help juft now thinking of ' 

^« him. I am forry at my very heart 

H 2 *^ that 
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*'. that he fhould be left unhappy, he ii 
", fo uncommonly aniiiabl^/* 

*^Pray," faid Mrs, Evanj, «^Jiow;. 
«' . cajne. you to know tha^ he ia, fo, uy-. 
*«j comn^only amiable, and excellent?" - 

Mifs IJvans confefled that her informant. 

•■ » ^ . • - ■ . . ■ 

was Geraldine^ i 

. *^ Ah pooT Geraldme !** faid Mfs. ' 
Evans, " the eye I fee has outftepped ' 
•^, th^ judgment j I hope it has. not 
**^ mifled it. What very anaiable qua^ 

'*. Ujies could fhe difcover in a ball- 

■ ■ ■ 

**r room? Does the indireft mode of his 
** purfuing vour friend, fince her. fa- 
•* ther's rejeftion, argue any very, ex- . 
*' alted excellence ?'* 

'' No," faid Lucy, " indeed it does 
** not ; but do, my dear mother, make 
'*. allowances for his very ftrong attach- 
•« ment. I am afraid too my fweet 
*'. friend's heart is irrevocably his, and 
** ought (he to marry Henry Powerf- 

" courts 
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** court, all worthy and good as he is, 
** while her afFeftions are another's ?'* 

*' Your mother's conduft,*' replied 

Mrs. Evans, '' has fhewn her decided 

** opinion upon fuch a queftion, nor 

** has fhe ever found reafon to regret 

" the preference which has made her 

^* ^the wife of the worthieft of men. 

^ Yet, if in the prefent conflift of Mifs 

"** PbwerfcouTt's paflions I could hop^ 

.'*« thitihy warning voiceroight be heard, 

•* I would intreat her to confider, wh^- 

'*• ther, fince her attachment is not the 

'* refidt of long acquaintance and im- 

**^ partial obfervation, but the tranfieht 

** ftart of fudden preference, it be not 

** at leaft poffible that her father's plaa 

** for her happinefs may be the moft eli- 

** gible? She can never now have an 

*' opportunity of knofwing lord Mon- 

<< teith's real dlfpofition previous to the 

«^ marriage ceremony. The cautious 

H 3 " lover 
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" lover Will difclofe nothing which is 
*• difagreeable, where he ftudies to re- 
" commendhimfelf to favour; and what 
*' can flie learn from the vague or pcr- 
. '^ haps intereded communications of 
. *• others ? Charge her then^ my dear 
^** Lucy, in your moments of endear- 
" ment and privacy ; if your Geraldinc^f 
'^ happlnefs be dear to you, charge ha 
. ** to refleft on Henry's known virtue^ 
^^ his modefl: diffidence^ ingenuous gra» 
. ^' titude, and gentle, yet generous diC* j 
** pofition. Afk her, if thefe are not 
** the qualities which mud infure hap- 
«* pinefs, and warn her not to miftake 
^' a tranfient liking for an infurmount- 
** able attachment.*' 

Mifs Evans bunt into tears at her 
mother's pathetic injun£Uon, and pro- 
mifed obedience. 



A TALE OF tHE TIMES. I5I 



CHAP. X. 

True dignity is his, whofe tranquil mind 
' Virtue has rais'd above the things below; 
• Who, every hope and fear to heaven refign'd. 

Shrinks not, though Fortune aibi her deadlieft 

blow. BfiATTIB. 

t 

* _ ' _ 

^^ W^HjLB Youth With democratic violence 

^ ])tilk 4oi9irn Reafon from her fovereign 

•jTeat, 2ih4 commits the helm to a rebel 

^ XOiit of paflions ; Age, finding thefe rio- 

- tdus principles quiet and manageable in 

*W8 own particular territories, fuppofes 

r it eafy for others to keep them in equaj 

fabjedion, and afErms that the abfolute 

unlimited monarchy of the ci-devant 

-princiefs is* not only the bed mode of 

government, but adually the moft fea- 

fible. It is not wonderful that Youth 

fhould deny the power of thofe reftric, 

tive principles which time and experi. 

H 4 • ence 
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enci: grailtially introduce [ bat ccrtunly 
Age might remember thcfcntimcnutlat 
it once it-It. 

The above obrerration, tboi^ pmi 
iauad\y tnie in geocral, is, I codefi^ 
iirelcv-aiit ui the care before ui; for fif 
V/iUiam Powerfcotm bad cxadly tbe 
fame opinion of love at the time 1 aol 
ireaurij; of, as be had forty yean !»•' 

.lore; and Mrs. Eviiu wai of (b fiogt* 
plir a (aAc, and had To tborouffb a «!• 

• tempi for a " fee of Icatum and coot' 
plcxion," that, like DcfJcraoni, OicTw 
her builjand's *' ftaturci in his nuni}" 
for when die Jclectad Mr. Kvatu, vita 
lad no pcrfonal gracei to boall of, Ihe 
not only encouniered enibarraflid dt- 
cumllanccs, but difpleafcd her rehtlofli' 
by rejeQiDg a rich and lundfome, but 
abandoned admirer. 

A few days afrer the events rclll«i 
In my preceding Chapter had i^'i" 
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plicc, fir William's bailiflf begged his 
'Honor's leave to tell him fbttiething that 
^ihade him unhappy. It was, that he haid 
* twice feen a very fine gentleman tehif- 
'perihg with Mrs. Bridget in Eilish 
temple ill the dark hour. The grooni, 
he added, feemed to know Something 
•aBout it, for he laughed, and faid Bridget 
had got a London fweetheart ; but Rogct 
Tomehow thought, though he knew that fe- 
. cond-handed gentlemen in London dretf- 
cd as fine as theii mafters, that this look- 
ed to bt afnother guife kind of body. Sit 
Waiiam thanked Roger for his fidelity, 
ftodc his head, and obferved that the 
"World grew worfe and worfe every hour ; 
to which observation Roger, who was of 
tfie fame age with his mafter, cordially 
agreed. 

' Previous to thcfe communications of 
liaithful Roger, fir William had felt a 
confiderable (hare of uneafinefs. He 

H 5 recol- 
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WteAAed ihat Udy Poweifcoun wu 
ff|py find of reUting long narratJTS of. 
. y rf ftdi beautiea, wbo, bjr that onf*' 
Mttflg cruelly, hud compcUn) ihdr df(> 
,ptnU loven to can7 ibem oSia cbxno* 
fad fiXf farrounded by inoed foocnieir 
MH^;!* all ihdr lean and crici; 
thlijh fir William hid alwayi canfidcnd 
.dwCl Ulci lo be entitled to in equal d»4 
l^of crrdibilitywith ihofc of Mothfl! 
,Oo«^ hit anxiety for Geraldine r^^ 
minded him, that if lord Momdlh hsd 
ever happened to hear any o^ tlide Ao; 
riei, they might have pot foncchiag bi 
hii head which he would not oUicnrile 
have thought of. He determtned lhef»> 
fure to inform Henry Powericoart fd 
his (Icfigns in hit favour* and to coafi|ii 
hit daughter to a hufband'* protedioi 
feme yeari Iboner than he bad bi- 
tended, 

Thit 
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• That young gentleman paffed the col- 
lege vacations at Powerfcourt, and ex- 
cited the efteem of every intelligent ob- 
ferver by his ingenuous diffidence, un- 
-ajBTeded gentlenefs, and a thoufahd lin- 
^uivocal proofs of a generous, grate- 
ful heart. His countenance was open, 
and his features agreeable, though they 
had no pretenfions to beauty ; his figure 
.was naturally good, but he feemed quite 
at a lofs how to manage it to the beft 
advantage. He was faid to poffefs very 
refpedable literary talents, but the per- 
petual raillery of the lively Geraldine 
againfl pedants made hink profoundly 
filent upon topics which he was bed 
qualified to difcufs. Of the world he 
!was totally ignorant; and he feemed, 
like his refpeftable kinfman, to be not 
very anxious to be . initiated into its 
myfteries. Afraid of being abfurd, he 
never veatured to trifle j ignorant of 

H 6 the 
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the fmall talk of the day, too ftudiouJ 
and retired durmg his coSege refideiiD 
to enrich his mind widi alma*mate 
Bnecdote, or to learn the art of prafti 
cal joking ; confcious of his dependaii 
fituation ; folicitous to avoid intrulion 
and ever fearful of oflFending ; he cer 
tainly appeared with a referve and gr? 
ifity unufual at his age ; and he migh 
in a mixed company juftify Geraldine' 
obfervations, that he looked like per 
petHal preiident of the club of the hum 
drums. 

Mifs Powerfcourt's vivacity foum 
continual employment during her con 
fin's vifits in what fhe called teachin 
him the graces, and rubbing oflF coUeg 
ruft. But though an exuberant flow c 
youthful fpirits made her fometimes pui 
fue thefe topics further than her goo 
nature would have permitted, had ft 
known that it gave pain to the objei 

c 
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t>f her raillery, fhe felt for him the 
tendernefs of a fifter, and treated him 
wiA the confidence of a friend. Her 
heart was truly generous : I do not 
fpeak of that light, tranfient, and fome- 
tknes affeSed difregard for money which 
young people, who have never experi- 
enced its utility, often carelefsly difpfey ; 
but of that real liberality which could cir- 
cumfcribe its own defires to increafe the 
comforts of thofe around it. Far there- 
fore from regretting the fums which 
fir William expended in Henry's edu- 
cation and fupport, or viewing the pro- 
grefs which he made in the good baro- 
net's affeftions with envy or jealoufy, 
flie continually urged him immediately 
to beftow upon the valuable oddity, 

t m 

as (he ftiled him, that independence 
which his noble mind richly dcferved. 
** I even tell him,*' fhe would fay to her 
Lucy, " that in fo doing he will make 

" mc 
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*^ me happier; for I cannot fa^^ 
^' feeling that I was thrown in the w^y 
** mod unfeaCbnably to mar that deaf 
«' fellow's expeftations. But for mCf 
'* you know, Lucy, he would have he^^ 1 
** heir to all my fether's princely fo^- 
" tune." 

- Such foUcituck for Henry's intere^:^^; 
had convinced fir William that hi^ 
fcheme was in the mofl profperous way i 
and when, deeming the golden harveC* 
of hope to be fully ripe, he/mBsTmeC^ 
his daughter with a fignificant fmile tha^^ 
he bad fent for her coufin to Pow-^ 
crfcourt upon bufinefs in which (he 
was materially concerned, he certainly 
thought that he was communicating wel- 
come intelligence. Far different were 
the agonized feelings of Geraldine, feeU 
ings which her anxiety to fave her elated 
father from the pangs of fudden difap- 
pointment could fcarcely reftrain. She 

flew 



A TALE OF THE TIMES. I59 

lew to Lucy, and, throwing herfelf into 
her arms, conjured her by all their in- 
fantine tendernefs, if fhe ever loved, 
ever pitied her, to do fomething to fave 
her from the dreadful alternative of a 
ietefted marriage, or offending an al* 
(noft adored father. 

Lucy mingled her tears with Geral« 
dine's with more than the common fen- 
fibiiity of friendfhip. She could recol- 
ledk nothing but her mother's folemn 
idjuration, and (he repeated her argu* 
ments with fidelity ; but the moment of 
(Irong paffion was unfavourable to cool 
confideration. " O ceafe, my dearefl 
jirl !*' interrupted Mifs Powerfcourt> 
'^ ceafe to urge the only propofal to 
Birhich I cannot accede. Even your 

* mother, all prudent, all felf-poffeffed 

* as fhe is, would ftrongly reprobate fo- 

* lemn perjury. Had this union not 

* been propofed, my regard for lord 

. •' Mon- 
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^^ Monteith fliould never have induced p 
" xtie to have taken any ftep contrary 
<* to my father^s will, nor fliould he 
** have difcovered that the facrificc I 
*' made to filial dnty was at the expence 
*' of my happinefs. But to bind mf^ 
^' felf for ever to ailother, when mjf 
*^ heart is irrevocably his ; to fhut out 
«f every hope that time might remove 
^* my father's reluiftance; honour, dt* 
*' Ircacy, afFeftion, nay,. even my efteei^ 
" for Henry Powerfcourt, all ftrohgM 
** forbid fuch an unhallowed bond !" 

Lucy was quite a convert to th^^^ 
arguments ; but when Geraldine aga**-^ 
called upon her to fu^geft fome plan r^^^ 
condufl: that might obviate thefe threa 
ened evils, the artlefs weeping girl coul " 
form no other fcheme than that fli ^ 
fhould throw herfelf at fir William*^ ^ 
feet and own a pre-engagement. Mil 
Powerfcourt feemed not to -have fuffi 

cieni 



SI 
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:ient courage for a difcovery. which (he 
apprehended mud produce difagreeable 
events ; but while depreffed and unrc^ 
folvcd, Ihe feemed firm in nothing but 
that fee ^ouJd ultimately rejed her 
coufin's hand. The important eclair- 
ciffement camefromanother quarter. 

i fhall paft ;ove^ many unimportant 
^mrcrfations tOigive a fullei^acGoant of 
te interview in ^ich fir Winiam tm- 
^uiyocally^ and in fure eisp^atibn df^a 
^^lyful acceptance, informed his kinfman 
f his defign to make 'him the heir of 
is fortunes, and the depofitstry of Ms 
Biughter's happinefs. Bat when he 
srpefted to fee the highly-favoured youfh 
I'eak out in a (train of grateful rap- 
ire, (for even his phlegwsEtic temp€r 
"cpefted rapturous acceptance when 
"^eraldine was the gift,) how cruelly 
as he difappointed td fee his count-^- 
ance betray diflrefs alttioft borderinfg 

upon 
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upon defpair , and to hear him in gnit< 
:ful, refpeftful, but decifive terras, r 
jeft the radiant, the alluring prize. S 
William flood motionlefs with aftomii 
ment to fee the ** cloud^apt tower" 1 
. had been fo many years erefting pro^ 
in one moment to be only ^ the bal 
left fabric of a vifion ;'' and as I co 
'; ceive my readers mufl: be equally plan 
ftfuck, I cannot help aiking them^ it 
tone of exultation, whether I havei 
attained the grand climax of improl 
bility ? whether the legends of mod< 
romance, modern poetry, or the mod( 
drama, can produce a (ituation fo no 
and ftriking? 

ITiat a prudent, diffident young m: 
who, without having abfolutely laid 
plan to make his fortune, was anxiou 
folicitous to be relieved from a depet 
ance which he feverely felt ; that fuel 
one, I fay, without any preconcert 

defi 
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defign upon lady Bridget Autumn*$ 
cftate, or the jointure of the duchefs 
dowager of Witherington, (hould refufc 
tbe young, lovely, fafcinating Geraldine, 
.when offered to him by her father, with 
the immediate poffeHion of three thou- 
sand a year, and a certain afTurance of 
an additional five thoufand per annum 
on his death j — I think I have been, too 
diffident in only challenging my con- 
temporaries in the circle of the Belles 
Lettres to rival me in the non-natural : 
I might alfo call upon the philofophers of 
the new fchool, and alk the illuftrious 
'fophifts if they can form a paradox 
Wore perfeftly incomprehenfible. 

But, notwithftanding my paffionate 
Jove of fame compels me to adopt 
the moft fafhionable, that is, the cer- 
tain method of obtaining it, I cannot 
quite conquer the common foible of old 
people, that of looking back to the 

times 
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cal my wandering pen, by fuggefting to 
me that criticifm may be as jejune and 
ixxelative as the novel or poem which it 
co»demii8.-j and that the fatirift of the 
tafte and morals of others mufl from 
prudence avoid exhibiting any thing re- 
preheAfible in.her own. 

Taught by tha^ ** warning voice" to 
ihun the rock of digrefUon^ I .muft in- 
form my readers, that the abfurdity, of 
my plan may be rather apparent thaiii 
real. Henry Powerfcourt might have 
fome private reafons for his extraordinary 
condu£L He might have a pre-engage- 
ment ; and no lover under twenty would, 
hefitate to offer a few annual thoufands 
on the fhrine of Cupid. He might be 
enamoured of academic fhades^ and 
think, like Sha'kefpeare's Henry VI. 



** Marriage ! alas, my years are yet too young, 
** And fitter is tny ftudy and my books;" 

Or 
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Or the vivacity of Geraldine might in- 
timidate him as much a& Beatrice's did * 
Benedidt, and induce him to oflFer ** to ■ 
«« go on an embafly to Preftcr John or 
" the Antipodes, rather than encomiter 
«* that lady's tongue/' — ^What his real 
reafons were muft not now bedeveloped ; 
but, knowing the pain of curiofity, I 
cannot help owning, notwithflanding 
my ufual referve, that I know them, and 
that they fhall be explained in their pro- 
per place. 

The reader muft remember that I 
have left fir William in rather an awk- 
ward fituation. Some little hope that 
there might be a mutual mifundcrftand- 
ing induced him to repeat the offer ; and, 
in a tone that indicated not only furprize 
but difpleafure, he afked Henry if this 
was what he meant to refufe ? The era- 
barrafled youth gave a hefitating '* Yes," 
and turned afide to conceal the ftrong 

i emotion 
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emotion of his agitated heart. " You 
"arc not ignorant, Henry,** faid fir' 
William, ** that my fortune is entirely 
** at my own difpofal, and that all your 
'^ inheritance is an eftate of your fa* 
"; ther 's^ . fomewbat under a hundred a 
*^' year."' -,'>••'• ■• •■ ' • • .. .. 

«« I know it, fir/' anfwered Henry in 
a voice fcarcely audible ; ^'I know too 
" how infinitely I am beholden to your 
*' bounty, and that I could facrifice my 
" life to prove my gratitude.** 

*' Pho ! pho !** faid fir William, « a 
" fiddle-ftick about gratitude and fuch 
** nonfenfe ; talking about thel'e things 
•* is riot to the purpofe ; I meant to 
** have been a greater friend to you than 
** 1 have been ; but I fuppofe you have 
•* fdme reafons for your behaviour^ and 
" fo I ihall only add that I wifh you a 
•* better oflfer.'* 

He 
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He then left the room, 'WhUe theafc^ 
flirted Henry, wretched at the idea 
he had oflFended the perfon whom 
all others he mofl revered and efteemed,^^ 
funk upon a fofa, and fell into a pain- 
ful reverie on hi& paft condud. Ifil'l 
motives appeared fo laudable, that he*'] 
could not upon retrofpediott wiflu the 
deed undone; he only feared that. hit .i| 
voice, his looks, his; words, or his man-*^ 
ncr, had not fufficiently indicated the*' 
deep veneration, which he felt in his ' 
heart. 

In a converfation which took place ' 
the fame morning between fir William 
and his daughter^ the former animad- * 
verted on Henry's unaccountable coh- 
dufl: in terms more acrimonious than he ' 
had. ever before ufed* As a proof of the * 
uncommon fweetriels of Mifs Powcrt " 
court's difpofition, {he appeared .not ' 
only to forgive the affront, but ihe even 

pleaded 
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eaded for the bold refufer with all that 

ichanting eloquence by which (he had 

rer been accuflomed to influence her 

ther's mind. 

« 1 cannot, my dear fir/' faid fhe, 
condemn Henry's behaviour j on the 
contrary, I think it proceeded from 
that inviolable regard for honour and 
fincerity which you tell me has beeit 
from time immemorial the charadker- 
iftic of our family. A mean inte- 
refted perfon would have thought that 
your predileftion in his favour gave 
him an abfolute right to treat me as he 
pleafed ; he would never have confi- 

'- dered whether I was the wife he would 
voluntarily have preferred. Looking 

: miy at the greatnefs of 'my dowry, 
he would at all times have filenced 
the compundions of bis confcience^ 
by remembering that I was obtruded 

* upon his choice, when perhaps his 
Yot, I. I * " heart 
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^ heart felt a fecret preference £or aiw Jg 
? other." t 

•. While Mifs Powerfcourt fpoke, bo 
look, voice, and manner, .were uncoift* 
pionly beautiful and impreffivc. Sir Wit 
fiam gazed upon her withi inexprei&bk 
delight ; and when fhe flopped , he onlf 
cbferved, that he thought there were 
few young men in the kingdom who 
would not have been overjoyed at fuch 
a propofal. 

" Parental partiality,** refumed Ge* 
laldine, '* muft not decide on fuch an 
♦* important point ; but let not my dear- 
^' eft father, through his fondnefe for 
** me, fwerve from that noble integrity 
^^ which has ever been the rule of hit 
^* adions. From motives of delicacy to 
^« myfelf I muft entreat that the evenCi 
** of this morning may make no dif- 
^' ference in your opinion of Henrf. 
^ Indeed I fhould think t^at as the 

•"highly. 



A TALE OF THE TIMES* I7I 

^ highly-liberal plan you had formed ill* 
** hi« favour is now fruflrated. this ift 
** the propefeft time to give him theincle^ 
^ pendence you defign for him. Sup^ 
" pofeyou immediately refigaithd Mev 
•f rionethfhire eftate. It is but five himi* 
" dred a year you know ; andtif fuch A* 
" defalcation in your revenue flioafd any* 
" way derange your cuftomary charities^' 
; " permit me, my dear father, to lurren- 
" der part of that very ample allowance 
** which you give me. It really is much^ 
" more than I know how to fpend; it* 
" only makes me thojightlefs and ejLtra- 
" vagant ; and I am lure that abridging 
" it would be a good moi^I IdfToil.'' ' 
' ** S{5eak no mores'tMd, uplin tliis ftib- 
^ jeft,'* replied fir William ; " nobbdy 
** Ihall fay that I broiighr a yourig fef- 
^ l5w up, and theft fft* him' fl^tvfe be- 

* caufc he wtis ntjit willing to marry 

* tny'i*itighte^Vbut there iis sno iie(!ef- 
v^ *' 12 '' fity 
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*• fity for chooflng the very time of bii 
^* dirobliging me to make him inde* 
** pendent, as you call it. I hare beefl 
*' put out of humour this mornings and I 
<* will take a ride round my farm to 
** get myfcif comfortable again. I 
^* don't fee that Henry's (tayiiig here 
** longer i.: of any ufe, and I fliali tell 
*^ him (hat he may as well fct oft' for 
" Oxford when I come home." 

Henry was roufcd from his flupor by a 
Ifttur frniii Gerahlinc, which I fl»all Iran- 

•' l\) IlhNRYPoWI ttS('OUKT,Krq. 

•• Your conduct, my noble coufiu* 
*' dniin}; rhc trying inciilcnts of this 
** morjiiiifj, fiipcradils to the cdccm 
** jind roiifidcncc wliirh I have ever 
** fell f(jr yon, the indelible tie of fcr- 
*• vent gratitnile. If I ever appear to 
•* forget your generous behaviour^ add 

« t# 
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^ to the lift of thofe infamous womeh 
^* of antiquity whom you have oftefi 
" rqwrobated, the more infamous name 
" of Geraldine Powerfcourt, who bafely 
^* n«glefted the difmterefted friend who 
^* Hiked all his faireft hopes to alleviate 
^ her forrows. 

'' Be not grieved, my ever-refpefted 
^* Henry, at the apprehenfion of my 
^^ father's anger. It muft not, it fhall 
•• not continue. His own excellent 
•• heart will not permit ihe^dtfa^pbint- 
*• mcnt of a favourite plan to infpire 
*« lafting refentmeiit againft the worthy 
*^ youth who is an honour to his name. 
** Perhaps, under the prefent circum- 
'• ftanccsj it will be beKer*ff>r you not 
^* to meet, at leaft till he can fee you 
*• without too keenly regretting tbsrt 
^ you cannot be his fon. I have heard 
'• you exprefs a w.fli to vifit Italy j do^ 
^ that wiflv- continue^ or has- it 1>««I 

I 3 ** fup* 
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i?5.X«pplftnted1>y fom^ other ciefire ? Saf,j 
<f in what way can I prove that mine ij 
*' jnot a x^ere wordy gratitude ; write 
** me as foon as you get to Oxford, fit' 
<V I can tafte no true fatisfadion unleft 
•* I hear that you are happy, 

" Gerajldine Powerscourt/^ 

r 

V I 

* 1 hope it will not be deemed an impo- 
tation on Mr. Powerfcourt's fortitude, 
jf I fho^ld aiSrm, that on reading this 
iettef'his eyes W^e obferved to be fuf- 
tf^ed;wkh tear^* With a fakering 
\Voice l>e ordered his horfes. He at- 
.tfimpted to write a few lines, but his 
Jbai)d was too tremulous, and his thoughts 
|<op fu^ujGjd to perform die tafk* . The 
joined heir of fir William Powcrfcourt, 
jireftouncing all ihofe fplendid profpe^ 
b^bich had opened upon him, returned 
^;the academic (hades which, warm with 
tbgjnaQA fanguine hopes, he had left the 

week 
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reek before. He returned poor in every 
irorldly pofTefSon, dejeded, 'and dif* 
mayed; but rich in integrity, rich in 
the noble confcioufneft of approving 
rittue* 



' I 






./ 



I 



8 '<A*«.- ^' -" '" i . . 



r 
4 



14 



•176 A TALE or THE TIM1», 



CHAP. XL 

—Here, before Heaven, 

I ratify this my rich gtfl. O Ferdinand! 

Do not fmile at me that I boaft her offj 

For thou wilt find fiie will outftrip all praile. 

And make it halt behind her. 

Shakkspuu* 

A HE earl of Monteith was too ar« 
dent a votary of Cupid> to hear witk 
indifference of his rival's proceedings. 
On the firft intelligence that Hemy was 
arrived at Powerfcourt, his lordfliip's 
valet received orders to examine and 
clean the locks of his filver-mounted 
piftols, and to have a fuffident quantity 
of powder and ball ready at the ihorteft 
notice. Alarmed for his lord's life, 
Beaufoy inftantly informed lord W. of 
this bloody preparation, who again pre* 
vailed upon his young friend to wait 

patiently 
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patiently for the effeft of Mifs Powerf- 
court's evident predilcdion in his fa* 
▼our. 

Meantime the ^^ tall long-Hded darned' 
whom Hudibras charaderifes ; as. . a 
" tattling goflip,*' having received fome 
faint, of vshat was really intended^, at 
Powerfcourt-houfe, blazoned it with ^1 
her powers ; and, knowing that the in- 
telligence muft be particularly interefting 
at W. park, (he put her fwifteft winged 
emifiarles into motion. Thefe*.,. gentle 
reader, were not aerial fylphs, or ** Iris 
gliding down her painted bow:" modem 
profe is feverely reftrifted from the ufe 
of fuch ornamental machinery. I can 
only introduce a lame dowager of con* 
fummate prudence and known candour, 
who bad her old horfes driven ten miles 
through the dirt to wonder with lady 
W. that any young lady could rejed: 
lord Montdlth> and accept Henry 

1 5 Powert 
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'Powerrcourt, and to reprobate the ex- 
-travagant demand of eight hundred 
a*year for pin money, on which the ia- ' 
^tended • bride had pofitively inMed* 
Another of Fame's bufy meflengers vm 
4a gentleman fox-hunter, a man of ex- 
^Dl-ehye caution and undoubted veraciiy> 
Who af&med at lord W.'s public din- 
-fiir^ that he had met two barriftersand 
.H ierjtewt at law riding poft to fir Wil- 3 
4iim^8 that very day. On one of die 
tcompany* obferving, that three lavyeiB 
xonfuiting upon a fettlement was ratha 
xtinufual, fquire Weftern affirmed with 
^an oath, that one of his neighbours told 
ihhn fip Williaai would have it fo : 
-f' Thefe lawyers,*' faid he, '^ are lad 
,^ quarrelfome fellows, and if two of 
?«* them fhoiftid drfagree, I will iiave the 
if*. 4hird rdady t^ be umpbe^ fpr ibe 
j^j'weddingiiiiiV t^H^pljice next uaeek." 
^Nttbody now could doubt his teftimony, 
•^ . - 7 ^ . the 
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^Ixe words was fo very. JlUce wji^t fir Wil- 

'Jt^ wpuld fay. , 

. Wben the gentlemen adjourned ti> 

the dra^ingTrpom, the bufy.fpriie I hav^ 

^before alluded to had taken pofle^^ofi of 

lfcat.gQodly field, -^nd ii^ftigated a lady, 

at the (hazard of engrofSng tQp mvKdi Qf 

the converfation^ to enumerate all t]^ 

hdde's paraphernalia. One part of the 

. company indeed affirmed, that th^ 

i were told Mifs Powerfcourt fecj-e^ly dif- 

japproyed of the matph 3 but three young 

iadies, influenced by therfame fupfrna- 

iMial agency, protefted-^ .tbfit they l5;new 

better. They w^e, th^y jaid^, h^r ygrf 

jflrimate fcie»ds, and w^e fipirufte.d by 

4ieir ydf h fthe fec/et pf heriiatjtachm^aW: tp 

Aer.,wujfi0, vhkh fea4;/iit^ec^ fiFom 

.thfiir ^rlieft y^r:8, ;[ J^vriiRg .th^fe mar- 

i»^.«i-.^k« WJWLt§aanfi§;-pf. Moptfeith 

varied from tj^!«ri(ftfq»,gfe)^.fif;;3ge'ip 

2A1? livid hue of jealoufy j and, as he 

1 6 was 
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\7a8 not fufficiently verfed in the fdeace 
of felf-command to conceal his ftroig^ 
emotions, the ladies were all highly efr 
tertained with the idea that he raSf 
was very much in love ftiU ; foigettini^ 
or perhaps having never read in die 
fable, that what is fport to one may be 
death to another. 

It was only by repeated obfervadonSi 
that all thofe reports could not be tmci 
and that the lady's word deferved con- 
fidence, that lord W. could prevail upoft 
his Boble gueft to fufpend the execudoa 
of his fanguinary defigns. At this crifis 
the unexpefted, the tranfporting intel* 
ligence arrived, that Henry was cer- 
tainly gone >ia difgrace from Powerf- 
court; but neither the lame dowager, 
the cautious fox-hunter, the criticifing 
lady, nor even the intimate friends <tf 
Ceraldine, could tell why* 

The 
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The ftate of affairs, both at the park 
and at fir WiUiam's, foon underwent 
a fnjprifing revolution. The lovely 
Geraldine, with fteps once more light 
•as the wood-nymph's, flew to commu- 
tiicate to her dear Lucy the intelligence 
which her fparkling eyes, and the fmiles 
that played aroUhd her fafcinatihg face, 
-had already anticipated. Lord Mon- 
-teith had renewed his addrefles in the 
tooft paflTionate but refpeftful terms j 
•and Sir William, contrafting fuch ftrong 
attachment 'with Henry's cold refufal, 
•had declared, that as his own plans 
were fruftrated, he fliould have no 
longer any obje6lion to his lordfhip, 
provided fome peculiar conditions were 
granted*, with which Monteith joyfully 
complied. ** Felicitate me, Lucy," added 
*Mifs Powerfcourt, " upon the happy 
<< change in my fituation. I fcorn the 
^ mean affectation of keeping a ge« 
.. V . ** nerous 
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** nerous heart in fufpenfe. ; I have 

« owned tq my f?*^^ tl^at I jegrette4 , 

«* his rejeftion of lord Monteith. Nay^ 

added (he, leaning hqr blulhifig j&9 

•on Mifs Evans's fhpiilder, <* l,l\ayei:oB^ 

" feffed that ray affeftions are irrevcxar 

^^ bly fixed upon the moft conftant, lj^ 

** mpft generous of men." ' '^ 

I will truft that the aSive ima^Lna- 

tions of my readers will delineate a|| 

the fcenes of joyous congratulatiofii 

court(hip> and preparation^ which interr 

vened betw^een fir William's acceptance 

of lord Monteith's offers, and the nup^ 

'tial folemnity ; and will only pranife, 

^at, as the principal figures on the can- 

vafs were people of elevated rank and 

d'^eply in love, the ^xecutioo muft* be 

mafterly. An enamoured earl . mufl: 

xertainly exprefs his fcntiments in mdi^ 

tUgnified perix).ds than an enamoured 

^ifco.unt i and if this oihfervatioa.'be..exw 

' '5 tended 
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. tended through all the " privileged or- 
.ders/* my prudence in (blinking from 
^ ^e hazardous attempt of recording the 
loftij^r flights of heroic love is worthy 
of fome credit} particularly in thefe 
times^ when ev^ry novelift permits his 
plglli Williams and Richards to addrefs 
their miftrcfles in terms that would for- 
meriy have been allowed only to an 
Archduke or a Count Palatine, except 
indeed the hero were a profeffed Knight- 
errant; to nvhom the ufe of extravagant 
hyperbole has belonged from time im« 

memodal. 

Let it then be fuppofed, that after 
the noble lover had many times repeated 
'his injunfUons to Phcebus to ^' gallop 
apace his fiery-footed fteed's,'' tihd had 
.drided creeping Time for iaot " ipeediag 
.on the lagging hours^" the adfpiciod^ 
jnoming at laft arrived, iand the lovely 
pair, attended by many of .the teigb^ 

bouring 



»» » 
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bouring gentry, and a numerous ca* 
valcade, compofed of fir William's tie? 
Hants, proceeded to the parifh churd^ 
where Mr. Evans joined their band^ 
amid the acclamations of hundredi^ 
whom the unrefined but liberal bofpt 
tality of the worthy baronet had aflitti- 
bled on this joyful occafion. 

Though female delicacy would gladlj- 
have efcaped the opprefEve ftate <£ i 
public celebration, yet Geraldine ^val 
determined not to oppofe her father*! 
known prediledlion for all thofe and* 
quated cuftoms which were derived from 
the feudal barons, whom he gloried in 
imitating. Gratified in the objeft of 
her choice, lady Monteith prefided with 
unaffefted fweetnefs and poliihed grace 
at thofe feftal entertainments by which 
fir William drove to diffufe on all around 
him the overflowing latisfadion of his 
own heart. 

IfliaU 
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I {hill here perhaps be aiked^ how his 
general dlflike to lords and love-matches, 
I118 fflans in favour of Henry, and his 
iTKfbes to perpetuate his own name and 
Kurniiy, could be'fo foon forgotten. This 
laft objedion is ahfwered by obferving, 
that a claufe in the marriage-fettlement 
fecured the inheritance of fir William's 
fottune to the fecond fon of this mar- 
riage,^ who was exprefsly enjoined to 
receive the name of his maternal grand- 
father; or^ in cafe of no fecotid fon, 
the elded daughter was to convey the 
Powerfcpurt honours to her hufband« 
A difpofition like fir William's^ though 
prone to purfue a favourite fpeculatioa 
\i^ith eagernefs, will not.reiiounce.every 
future good, becaufe its primary wifh 
hgs proved impradicable^ but will 
Jpeedily return to that harmonized tran>- 
quiUity which bed accords with its na- 
tural feelings. When the doating fa- 
ther 
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Ifaer faw. th^t lord Monteith beheld \& 

Geraldine vith nearly the fame idoluni| 

preference as he did hknfelf^ htforg$ 

that he was a peer, and he ahnofl: b«r 

came a convert to the opiiuon, .tt)atf 

love match was well enough now 9i4 

ihen. • '^f 

~ Befide the claufe already meiitipDe^ 

the deed of fettlement. contained anotbet 

of a very extraordinary nature. • It wa% 

4rhat on lady Monteith*s fucceeding to 

iter inheritance, two thonf^ poundb 

a year fliould be folely appropriated It 

her, that is to fay, not merely the in^ 

come, but the ibfolute power of giving 

or bequeathing it to whomfoever fho 

chofe.. -LordLiMonteith's lawyer ftated 

this demand to .be extremely adverfe t^ 

the interefts of his noble client, whqf* 

•^hole fortune was entailed upon the 

-fffue of this marriage ; and even fir 

-William thought that his dear girl wa3 

a little 
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^ Jittle unaccountable^ in afting for a 
:. faiRer injurious to the interefts of her 
ffrjbwn children. The lady, however, 
ipeififted in the requeft, which was in- 
^•dbed the only one ihe urged } and the 
/4Bmter being refeired to lord Monteitb, 
4^ with lover-like complacency, infiiled 
^that all oppofition on the pare of his 
xonnlel ihouid be immediately with- 
(drawn* 

It was alfo ftipulated, that fir Wif- 
jiam fhould be gratified with the com- 
fmj of his daughter and fon-in4a^ 
fer three months every year at Powerf. 
tCourt. The good baronet, on pro* 
pofing this condition, explained the mo* 
ctivcs. to lord Monteith: ^* I, dp jnot 
•f* doubt, my lord, but that as you will 
^ foon have a pretty large concern in 
thefe parts, you will be anxious to 
get acquainted wit^ the neighbour* 
*• hcod, and to know the charaders of 

<« your 
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/•< your dependjuits. I am now, mj 

•* lord, very old, and every tiling muft 

«* foon be your's and Geraldine's. 1 

••* gives me pleafure to think that I fhall 

*• leave you a fet of upright worthy to- 

** nants ; and I truft you will aft a ft- 

** ther's part by them, as I and my an- 

*' ceftors always have done. I will in» 

•" troduce them air to you before yo« 

•* leave us. Poor fouls I chey have beeft 

" ufed to have their landlords live 

^ among them on free smd fociable 

" terms, and it will grieve them not 

** to fee the chimnies of Powerfcourt 

•** fmoke as they ufed to do. However, 

-*• I fhall not expeft that your lordfliip 

:^i -can live here more than four months 

^^ in the year when it comes to be your 

«* own ; I know you have a feat in Par- 

t*^ liament, and when very particular 

•^' bufiriefs is going on, you muft cer-^ 

.*< tainly be in London j for the affairs of 

'' the 
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^ the nation are of more confequence: 
f< than the interefts of fifty or fixty: 
•* country yeomen. You have a very 
•* fine caftle too of your own near Loch 
•* Lomond, falling quite to decay, I' 
'• hear, your anceftors having negleded- 
\^ it for feveral years. That is a fad pity, 
^' I think : doubtlefs, my lord, you wilL 
^* wifh to go down there and fit it up 
" again. Geraldine will be very happy 
'' to affift you in beautifying it, and 
•* making it a comfortable refidence.'* 

It will not be very furprifing that 
fome local refleftions fhould induce fir 
William to lay a particular ftrefs on the 
word comfortable. Lord Monteith, ftart- 
ing from a reverie, exclaimed, «' O, un- 
w doubtedly V Sir William, who dif- 
coTered that he had been totally tbfent 
during his whole harangue, perceiving 
the obje£t which h^d fixed his attention^ 

fmiled) 
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fmiledj and forgave him. Nor will my 
leaders be inexorable, when I tell them 
chat the objed: was the beautiful Geral- 
dine, who^ with her ^^loofe hair j9oat« 
ing in the wind/' unconfcious that &t 
a'ttraded any obfervation, fwept the 
Ibft firings of her harp in a neigh* 
bouring alcove, and chaunted, with 
her melodious voice, the following 
air: 

Come, Cupid, with ambrofial flowers, 
Rcar'd in thy own Idah'an bowers, 

My nuptial wreath adorn • 
Here let the purple amaranth bloonrii 
Mix'd with the lily's challe perfume. 

And rofe without a thorn. 

O! hafte, each claffic fymbol choofe. 
The* laurel facred to the Mufe 

Of elegance and tafte ; 
With thefe thy Mother's myrtle bind, 
Bcft embkm of a placid mind, 

with gifts perennial grac'd ! 
■ • I do 
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H de not aik thy frolic hand 
To weave the pcrilhablc band 

That fade^f Oft fafliiori'fi. brow;; , 

My conftant foul a tie require*. 
Firm as the virtue which infpires 

And dignifies my vow, 

•Give me the mild perfuafive art, 
Which holds the captivated heart 

In un regretted toils; 
Shed thy own ludre o'er my face, 
When beauty mourns each ravifh'd grace« . 

And youth no longer fmiles. 

Perplexing doubts my bofom tear ; 
Oh ! let me fan with veftal care 

The Hymeneal fire ; 
Guard it from paiHon's wild extreme. 
And bid its falutary beam 

With life alone expire * ! 

Having 

<m, , , ■ !■■ ■ ■■■■■■■■ I n II ■ II I ■ . . » ti 

* Mrs. Prudentia is very forry that fhe has not 
bfolately conformed to the opinion of the Re- 
iewers, who beftowed fuch liberal praife upon 
cr profe, by entirely banilhing the vagrant Mufe. 
Ik has a moft unlucky knack of ^' hitching into 

rhyme j** 
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Having nc/'v j^^^radually led my readers 
to that point jvhere I at firft rather 
abruptly introduced them, I (hall en- 
deavour to proceed ftrait for\v'ard during 
the remainder of my narrative. 



rliyme ;'* and when the bantlings are producedj 
(he had rather that they ftuck on the top (hclf of 
a book-cafe, than that they (hould be immediately 
committed to the flames. With regard to their 1 
sdvice of puhlifhing her poetical produftions fc* 
parately, (he can only anfwer, that (he has re- 
peatedly made the unfortunate experiment. Jlct 
bookfelltrs aU agree in one fcntiment, ** Poetry 
will not go off. 
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CHAP. XII. • ' 

• . ■ ; t. 

As humorous as Winter, and as fudden . 
As flaws congealed in the fpring of day. 
His temper, therefore, muft- be well obftfrv'd. 
Ciiide him for faults, but do it reverently. ^-^ 

SHAKES?tAtLM. 

IjOkd MonYeith Was on6 of thdfe 
cemmon charafters which the world 
«very day produces, and which a very 
little penetration will cafily unravel* 
His abilities were not confpicuous, and 
his application to the irtiprovement 6f 
them had been as great as- 1i rich heir, 
«irly become his own mafter, uTually 
beftows* He pofleffed a great deal of 
good temper, and that open-hearted 
eafy generofity which always fucceeds 
in fecuring general good opinion. His 
paflions were naturally very ftrong; and, 
xiever having been taught the neccflity 

VOL. I. K of 
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of reftraining them, they werie increafed 
by continual gratification, till they fomfr 
what refembled the impetuous torrent; 
Nature intended him to be humane and 
beneficent; but a negle^l of difcipline 
and conftant indulgence had introduced 
an indolent.. felfiflmefs. Yet ftill, ift 
good deed required no great exertion, 
,or if ap objeft in diftrefs luckily pre- 
fppted itfelf at a moment when he was 
difengaged from any favourite purfuit, 
.he wwld apt .only (hew a noble liberality, 
but alfo enjoyed ^ noble plcafure from 
the benevolent deed. 

A char^dgr like lord Monteith's ra- 
ther fitted its poflfeffor to follow others, 
than to be a leader. Unhappily for 
him, his rbirth and fortune obtruded 
him into notice, and placed him in fitu- 
ations to which his natural talents were 

« 

unequal. The fplendor of his rank 
and his reputed munificence furrounded 

him 
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liim with parafites ; and the impoii 

tuoflty of his temper prevented him 

from having any directing friend. Lord 

W*, at whofe houfe he lately refidedj 

vn^ a man of the world, very folidtous 

that his noble gueft fhould form a pro* 

^r matrimonial connexion ^ but extend*^ 

ing the idea of propriety no farther than 

lo the fortune^ the family, or perhapt 

Ac perfonal graces of the lady; and 

though the young earl, during his pa^ 

toxyfms of love, added to thefe aUure*> 

i ments every angelic quality, he did not 

[ accurately define what thofe angelic 

I qualities really were* Such was the 

man whom the purblind god, in one 

of his capricious moments, felecbed to 

be the hufband of the beautiful, ani- 

inated, intelligent Geraldine Powerf# 

court } whofe feelings, ex<jyifitely fiift 

ceptible, had been a<:cufl:pmed to the 

regular tenor of gentle manners,, unii. 

K 2 form 
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form confiftent goodnefs, and every fc 
indulgence and mild endearment 
parental tendernefs could beftow. 

The fentiments with which the y( 
couple approached the. altar of Hynw 
were as diflimilar as their charai 
The bridegroom thought no further 
the awful ceremony, than as it was 
means of putting him in poffeflion of aftj 
elegant and beautiful woman, upoa 
whofe account he had felt a great deal 
of uneafinefs. He fuppofed that this 
event would of courfe greatly increale 
his flock of happinefs; but as to any 
abridgment of his former pleafures, or 
any ferious duties impofed by the cha- 
racter of a hufband, he had not the leaft 
idea of fuch difagreeable reilri£tions. 
He was, indeed, firmly of opinion, that 
inclination would in future flrongly at-> 
tach him to home, and that he (hould 
find the fociety of his beloved " a per- 
petual 
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oetual fountain of domeftic fweets;** 
but fhould that expectation be difap* 
pK>inted, (and fome of his married friends 
piad complained that they had been 
|aken-in on a fimilar occafion,) would 
jfOij body pretend to fay that he had no 
t to make himfelf as comfortable as 
in his power? He had already a 
e houfe, elegant carriages, and a nu- 
erous retinue ; he was very feldom at 
ome, to be fure, but he believed that 
e houfekeeper and the fteward wen^ 
:0n very well; and (hould he (which was 
fcarcely poffible) find no more attrac- 
tions in his own fire- fide when graced 
by the prefence of a charming wife, he 
£aw nothing in the marriage ceremony 
which forbade his making himfelf happy 
elfewhere. 

The more correft principles and re- 
ined imagination of lady Monteith 
tought her to confider the man whom 

K 3 fhe 
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fhe vowed to love, honour, and 
as the partner of all her joys and f( 
rows, the lord of her deftiny, the gu 
dian of her charadter, and the guide 
her conduft. Confcious that deai 
alone could diflblve the folemn bo 
into which flie had juft entered, b 
moft anxious wifhcs were pointed to 01 
end, that of being for ever amiable 
her hufband*s eyes. She determined 
ftudy his difpofitidn with the moft afll 
duous care, to comply with his peciJ 
liarities, and by imperceptible, becaufe 
gentle, means, gradually to infpire that 
delicacy of tafte and fentiment whidl 
even her pardal judgment difcovered tO; 
be wanting in his charafter. Had her 
obfervations been more profound, ihade 
after fliade muft have appeared ; yet, 
perhaps, had fhe even feen the whole 
portrait in its true colours, her ftrong. 
predilection, and the fanguine hopes 

which 



4 
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irhich inexperienced youth (and I muft 
idd youthful vanity too)' had tempted 
ker to form of being able to makis • 9 
complete revolution in his/ chayaOieT*, 
iwould have encouraged her to attempt 
the hazardous experiment. She never 
fcfeSed, that the tender indulgence. to 
which Ihe had been accuftomed mufl: 
render the perpetual renunciation of 
cr own defires a painful tafk ; nor was 
experience fufBcient to teach her, 
the refinements which fhe meant to 
intxoducej like delicate exotics, ^ould 
•nly flourifli in a congenial foil. 
^ The firft inftance that the bridegroom 
gave of that habitual felf-indulgence, 
and difregard to the wifhes of others, 
Rvhich might be faid to be the predomi- 
nant feature in his mind, was an impa* 
lience to leave Powerfcourt long before 
fir William had finiflied half his plans of 
feftal glee. His lordfhip had, with vi- 

K 4 fiblc 
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fibic entiui, endured the tcdiournch 
of a public day, and given fuch half- 
dvil anfwcrt to the exclamation of 
»' i Iicatlily wldi you joyi my lord!'* 
which burll upun him from every 
quarter, as to exdte u doubt in the 
congraiuUiort, whether be really wu 
or was not glad that he wu mar- 
ried. At dinner, he was only amufcd 
by obferving the indifcriiidiiating appe- 
of country gentlemen ; and when 
ihc cloth was i(;movt;d, 33 he found 
hiinftlf the (ibjcit of general attention, 
he determined to give no vexatious pre- 
ference ; and iherefore confining all con- 
fidcration tu his own revtries, he coii- 
limied drawing lines upon the lable wlih 
llie madeira or claret, and proceeded 
IK) furihtr in llie way of difcourrc than 
by a hum or a fmile. While his ri^ht^ 
liand ueiglibmir wa^ dcfcrlbing the bed 
jiuthod oi inipritving land, liii left ex- 
plained 
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plained the advantages of inland navi- 
gation, and the gentleman oppofite ad- 
dreffed to him a long narrative expla- 
natory of the diificuUies attending a law- 
fuit 'whieh had been awarded to him at 
the laft Caernarvon aflizes^ Their 
manner was verbofe, and they talked 
all together : his lordfliip, theiefore, con- 
cluded that they faid nothing worthy of 
attention, and that the chagrin he felt 
arofe from the want of fuperior fociety. 

He feized the firft opportunity of withp 
drawing from the company to the 
countefs's drefling-room, and on enter^ 
lug flung hin>felf upon» a fofil, with fo 
bud a yawn as to aliarni her ladyfhip 
and Mifs Evans with ferious apprehen- 
fions that he was taken ilL ''Are not 
" you well :'* exclaimed the former with 
tender anxiety. " It is impoffible to 
^ be w§ll among fuch boors," returned 
bis lordfhip. •' I have been talk'd-at 

K 5 " all 
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«* dl the afternoon, and cannot for 
<< foul remember one fingle fentOKi 
' •* that has been uttered. I am detcr-i 
^* mined to go to London the firft 
** portunity : living here three moni 
** would be the death of me. I protcftJ 
^ my charming Geraldine, that you put! 
•' me in mind of a rofe growing in the- 
** middle of a wildernefs,'* 

Lady Monteith could fcarcely enjoy a 
compliment which conveyed fuch ilrong 
Contempt for what *ftie had ever beeu 
JiCGuftomed to view with affedionate re* 
gard. She fmothered a iigh, and af- 
fumed a faint fmile^ But the fmile and 
the figh wer^' alike difregarded. Her 
lord's attention was how engrofled- by a 
favourite fpaniel ; with that he amufed 
himfelf for a few moments, and then 
dropped afleep dpon the fofa^ 

Another incident a few days after this 
di^ayed his Iium^ur in a ftillftronger 

light. 
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light* Sir Ralph and lady Morgan fent 
an invrtation, in form, requeftin'g the 
honour of the bride and bridegroom's 
company at their feat to a dinner and a 
ball given in honour of their nuptials*. 
-The invitation was wiitten on an ele- 
gant card, decorated by her ladyihip's^ 
own pencil with Lilliputian Cupids light- 
ing their tiny torches. Twenty year&^ 
ago the Morgans were people in high 
Kfe, and even the gallant Monteith 
would not then have bkiflied to have 
appeared at her ladyfhip's parties^ 
but twenty years are fufficient to aiuu« 
• failate mighty empires, and mufl: uiv 
queftionably caufe greaf revolutions in ?i 
private family. Juft before his affairs 
were irretrievable^ fir Ralph difcovered,. 
that to be one of the very firft people is, 
a preliminary ftep tb becoming not>ody 5; 
and his lady reflefted on the danger- of 
coquetry and diffipation before tbt laft 

K 6 falfe 
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falfe ftep bad irretrievably ruined her 
charafter. Tbey had fufficient good 
fenfe to refolve on mutuai amendment ; 
plans of retirement and ceconomy were 
immediately adopted^ and regular per- 
feverance in thefe falutary meafures bad 
enabled them to refumc their old family 

g > • 

fplendor a little before lady Monteith^s . 
marriage. Certainly at this period no^ 
tody knew the Morgans ; and her lady- 
ship's knowledge of the fafliionabk 
world was fo antedated, that the very 
card fhe intended fhould announce her 
indifputable claim to fuperior elegance, 
convinced lord Monteith that fhe muft ^ 
be a mere fal laJy and that the vific 
would prove a bore : as a natural con- 
ftquence, he determined not to go. 

On the day appointed, the countefs^ 
attired in all her bridal fplendor, in com- 
pliment to her father's old friend, waited 
for her lord's approach to lead her to 

her 
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her chariot. Her lord appeared in his 
morning diihabille^ and in a half-whifper 
announced his refolution not to go. 
"I hate ftatevifits," faid he, " and I 
•* never could endure country balls in all 
" my life."—" But this/* returned the 
countefs, raifing her pleading eyes, *'i8 ab* 
** folutely given in compliment to us.** — 
*' Never mind, never mind,*' continued 
his lordfhip, hurrying her to the carriage, 
and at the fame time holding a handker* 
chief to his mouth :. *' You can make 
<* an apology. You fee I have got a 
*' terrible tooth-ach ; upon my foul, I 
*'i €» would not go for a thoufand pounds. 
" Come, your father waits ; you will 
** be too late.** At thefe words he 
lifted her into the chaife, and then, with 
the voice of one in extreme pain, ex- 
claimed, " Beft compliments— forry I 
** can't do myfelf the honour-^— make 

« haftej 
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«• hafte, my love ^ if yoa are too latent 
^ /hall be miferable/* . . 

Lady Monteitb had now, for the firft 
tiuie in her life, the painful tafk of apo- 
logizing for what ihe conceived to be a 
moral impropriety in the conduft of & 
perfon whom (he tenderly loved. Utt- 
ufed to difguife, fhe faltered in her 
excufe&9 which, indeed, feemed rather 
to make the aiFair worfe than to im- 
prove it. She found every thing at 
the Morgans in ftate array ; the 'enter* 
tainmcnt was conducted witK great de- 
corum ; and nothing but the lamented 
abfence of lord Monteith feemed to 
render deficient the eclat of the fcene. 
To compenfate for the bridegroom's 
rudenefs, the bride thought it her duty 
to exert herfelf with greater affiduity j 
but her attentions were ungraceful, her 
wit forced, and her laughter artifidaL 
After having endured a moft irkfome 

evenings 
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evening, (he returned home, and found 
that the noble invalid had compfetelj' 
baniihed his tooth ach and his chagrin^ 
by witnefling the atnufemencs of an afs» 
i race. 

Lady Monteith Kftened with feeming 
intereft to the ludicrous accidents to 
which ruftic competition had givefi rife> 
and then ventured upon a gentle ex* 
poftulation on his abfenting himfelf 
from a fcene which muft have aflbrdcd 
him fuperior pleafure* Her defcription 
of the entertainment and the company 
made his lordfhip a convert to her opu 
Motiy and, unfolicited, he fet off the 
next morning to the Morgans, toimake 
a petfooial apology for his' ibfcncc.- He 
found them fo unexpectedly agreeable^ 
that on a flight invitation he fpent the 
day with them, and returned home^ not 
aflian:ied of his own caprice, but vexed 
that he had^miiled the f>lfeafantdl ptm^p 

that 
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that had occurred fince his refidence i9 
Cacmarvonfliire. Not that he was any 
way to blame; bis earlieft recolle£tiondid 
not furnifh him with one inftance of his 
having afted wrong ; the fault lay eur 
lirely in the unlucky Cupids and the 
painted card. 

The feafon of the year of which I am 
now treating was May, a period whe» 
the country holds out its pleafures only 
to the ftudious, the induftrious^ and the 
contented. It is of all times the mofl: 
infipid to the fportfman, who, being 
deprived of all chance of breaking his 
neck or blowing out his brains, is obliged 
to hurry up to town to avoid the pueri- 
Kty of gathering primrofes, and liftening 
to the cawing of rooks. Lord Mon- 
teith had already found his nuptial felr- 
city lefs perfeft.than his expe&ationS' 
kad conceived; but this, for the rea^ 
ibn$ I have above ftated^ coold not jbe. 

from. 
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from any error in his own behaviour, or 

IT any impropriety in his own judgment : 

; nor did it proceed from the imperfedions 

j of his adorable Geraldine, who proved 

[ to be the angelic creature he had before 

^. fuppofed her : it was all owing to the 

odious country, to fir William's odd 

ways, and to the twaddling people whom 

he fufiered to vifit him. In London, he 

fliould undoubtedly enjoy the expeded 

paradifc ; there his lovely girl mud at- 

trz& univerfal admiration ; he ihoiild 

breathe another air, enjoy a different 

fociety, receive the congratulations of 

^ ail his own friends ; in ihort> he muft 

fet off* for town immediately. 

When, with many polite expreflions 
of regret for being obliged to fliorten 
his vifit at Powerfcourt, lord Monteith 
firft acquainted fir William with the ne^- 
ceffity of his going up to town, the latter 
difcovered great furprife that he ihould 

choofe 
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choofe to go to that difagreeable place 
juft when parliament was fo near break- 
ing up, and that there was no more na- 
tional bufinefs of importance to fettle* 
^^ This/* faid he, '' feems to be the 
*^ very time that you fhould take a 
** trip to Scothmd, to examine the plans 
<* of your architefts, to fet them to 
^* work, and to get the foil fmooth and 
«* ready to plant next autumn. I am 
« afraid, my lord, you are not natu- 
♦^ rally fond of a counlry life ; but it is 
•• only becaufe yqu have never been 
^* ufed to it. Get acquainted with your 
•* neighbours; confider the infereft 
*' which you have in the fcenes around 
•* you-j remember how much good you 
may do in a fpot where you reign 
like a Uttle king, compared to what 
**'you can do in London, and you will 
<* foon be as fond of Monteith as I am 
^. ^f.JPowerfcourt.** 

The: 
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The manner in which fir WilUam 
uttered thefe expreflions was too much 
marked by dignified benevolence to ad- 
mit of ridicule; and the unfortunate 
lord would have been compelled to give 
up his London journey from the mere 
r want ^ of arguments' to defend its expe- 
r diency, had not accident favoured him 
with a convenient reafon for putting his 
defigns in execution, which even fir 
William siUovred to be indifputable* 
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So mourn'd the dame of Ephefus hor love* 

ShAK£8PIAIII> 

On the marriage of lord Montekh, as 
exprefs uas difpatched.to Kinloch caftle, 
to inform lady Arabella Macdonald zoi 
lady.Madelina F^azer, of the joyful event 
The mefienger on his arrival found ^ 
caille attired in the mofl fombrous weeds 
of woe, owing to the death of its o^en^ 
ftble mafter, fir Simon Frazer, who, 
after having exifted for feveral years ia 
a ftate of complete inanity, expired at 
the patriarchal age of ninety-two, to the 
great grief of his inconfolable con fort. 

As lady Madelina was too much ab- 
forbed in woe publicly to take an aSive 
part in the concerns of the family, the 
difpatches were opened by lady Arabella, 

wha 
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who afted as miftrefs during the feclu* 
fion of her aunt. She read her brother's 
account of his marriage to tbe mod ex- 
cellent and beautiful of women, and, 
after calling a fide glance at the chim- 
'^ ney-glafs which reflected her own figure, 
flie proceeded to open a letter from her 
new fifter, which ejtptWed a hope that 
the endearing tie of friendfhip would 
foon be added to that of kindred ; but 
what appeared to the reader to be the 
moil fignificant part of the epiftle was 
that where lady Monteith added a preff- 
ing invitation to their houfc in London, 
and an affurance that fhe fhould rejoice 
in the opportunity of exerting all her 
abilities to promote the happinefs of any 
of her lord*s friends. 

The general etiquette of Kinloch 
cafllehad eftablilhed a rule of decorum 
which extended to the moft trivial oc- 
currences. Every motion was to be 

grave 



^14 A TALE OF THE TIMES. 

grave and confequendal ; and a rufl 
could only be juftified by one wing of: 
the houfe J;>eing on fire, or by the ap« 
pearance of an enemy on the coaft. So 
{}xid were thefe injiinftions, that lady 
Madelina herfelf could not difpenfewith 
them even upon the afFefling incident of 
fir Simon's death j fot', on being iiii 
formed, that if fhe wiflied to fee him 
alive Ihe muft come immediately, flw 
rofe with her ufual majefty, and, throw* 
ing her' train into its proper graceful 
folds, moved with flow and (lately ftepi 
to the door of the apartment, where fhe 
found, to her deep regret, that flie was 
come too late ; a circumftance the more 
to be lamented j as he went off in a fit, 
and had nobody with him but his old 
valeft, who was lame with the rheu- 
inatifm. Thefe obfervations will more 
c^eariy j>(int out the grofs infipropriety 
of lady ^Arabella's condu<a, who with a 
15 joyful 
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)yful exclamation of " O ! my brotheii 
f is married, and I will go to Lon- 
^ don/* fet off full fpeed to her aunt's 
ipartment. 

The forrows of that lady, though of 
loo deep a cad to admit more than one 
liarrow ftripe of daylight, were not fo 
wholly fublime, as not to require now 
l»d then a few adventitious fupports. 
The room in which fir Simon lay in 
ftate was contiguous to her own. She 
vifited it every day, and was mod fedu- 
loufly exaft in having the emblazon- 
ment completed in the higheft ftyle of 
heraldry. In a remote country, where 
few events occur to excite the attention 
of the curious, a feudal laird lying in 
ftate in his own caftle was an agreeable 
novelty ; and as the relid was not averfe 
to the exhibition, fir Simon became a 
much more interefting objed after he 
was dead, than ever he had been when 

alive. 
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alive. All who faw, by repeating vfhati 
!hey had fccn, excited ihe attention ofi 
others. Mutes weie ftsinding all tha 
way u]) the lliiirs j all the ilate apart- 
ments were hung with black tapers at 
big as men } plumes of feathers as large . 
as thofe of Otranto, and efcutcheons 
and atchievements, were placed at everf 
corner. Several of the hdy-vifitants, , 
after having feen all thefe ailoniihiiig, 
things, pleaded the rights of frieudfhip,' 
and entreated that their llrong defire of 
combating lady Madclina's extreme grief 
might wave the rules of etiquette^ and, 
after a litlie reluftauce, they were ad- 
mitted into her apartment. She gene- 
rally fainted upon receiving company, 
though fsmettmes, if flie found herfclf 
exhaufled, flie only exhiliited a flood of 
tears, and called upon the dear (hade 
of her lamented lord. They generail'j 
reafoned her into a ftate of calmndj 



nneli 

ad 
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nd refigtxation ; and fometimesj if the 
ifitants were Frazers and only the 
drives or daughters of younger brochers, 
they fat down to a confolatory pool at 
quadrille. But even here her lady/hip's 
fentimental tendernefs was vifible; for 
flie could only be brought to play at 
that game from a recoUedion " that 
5' poor dear fir Simon, when he was 
^^ quite himfelf, was remarkably partial 
♦* to holding a lone-hand." 

It.was at fuch a time, and when lad/ 
Madelina was engaged with fuch a party, 
that lady Arabella, forgetting her uncle's 
death and her aunt's melancholy, ruflied 
into the room, health on her cheek, 
joy in her eye, and the Monteith packet 
in her hand, calling out lalher too 
loudly, ^' IVIy brother is married to a 
*« Mifs Powerfcour.t, and has aiked me 
** to come to London/* . The alfpft- 
ing word marriage flung poor lady Ma- 

voL. I. L deliua 
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delina into hyfterics^ to which indeed 
die fudden entrance and loud exda* 
mation had previoufly contributed. On 
her recovery another fburce of anx- 
iety was flarted. Who were the Pov* 
erfcourts ? What alliances had die^ 
formed ? Had any body ever heard of 
the family before ? Loickily, a very fldl* 
fuf genealogift was prefent, wbofe in- 
formation entirely obviated all anzkty 
upon the fcore of degradation ; and her 
hidyihip became tolerably compoled. It 
was now declared to be the univeriat 
opinion, that fhe had indulged her me- 
lancholy quite long enough ; that no- 
thing was fo good for bad fpirits as * 
journey; and that it would be quite 
kind and condefcending in her to pay ^ 
vifit to the young couple. Her lady^ 
fhip for fome time ftrongly refitted tb^ 
propofal ; protefted that her intention^ 
were foon to follow fir Simon, whofi^ 

ghoft 
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ghoft fhe wa8 fure <V«B iVak^d feJr' h&K; 
and to die tipon the very fpot which 
contained his facred remains. Tt feemed 
to be doubtful to the lady-comforters, 
whether fir Simon had hot hid enough 
fef his lady's company, for they-dfenied the 
fe£l about the ghoft j and at laft conJ 
vinced her, that it was exceedingly \^ick-^ 
ed in a perfon of her age to talk- of dy- 
iflg* After much diffufe argument, it 
tras agreed that the interment fiiouid 
take place a fortnight fooner than was 
ftitended ; and that when the efcutcheon^ 
and atchievements had been properly 
arranged, lady Madelina and her niece 
(hould prepare for their London jour- 
ney. The latter clofed the converfation 
by obferving, that thefe w^re the only 
agreeable founds fhe had heard fince her 
arrival in Scotland. 

While lady Arabella fpeeded the joy- 
ous preparation^ and indulged all the 

L 2 hopes 
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not the propofed vifit of her lord's re- 
lations induced her to poflpone that 
defire till fhe could have been fully at 
liberty to enjoy the unreft rained plea- 
fure of her fociety, the indifpofition of 
Mrs. Evans would have fruftrated the 
fcheme. That excellent woman was now 
confined to her chamber by the increafc 
of a diforder under which flie had la- 
boured for many years ; and though 
her fituation by no means excluded 
hope, her tender domeftic daughter 
could feldom (leal an hour from the 
pleafingly painful tafk of attending her^ 
CO breathe her fond wifhes and fonder 
adieus to that dearefl: friend from whom 
fhe was now for the firft time in her life 
.going to be feparated* 



1-3 
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fure of her fociety, the indifpofition of 
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CHAP. XIV. 



1^ I-tflittr thin nlr, Hope** rumBwr-vlflom dlr, 
Vlibat itflMlia(daut]ob(tuKthe fkff 
Jf bul a b«'in at tuU-t Ralun [lUy, 
Lo, F«ncy"i f*Wy irolt-work nKUinurayt 
Il«it c»n tW wilri of Art, the fntf oTpcuKr, 
ItiAlcb the rldi tdici ui ■ wdl-fiitnt hour/ 
k I'LtAtVRII ur MtuoxTw 

'Vhb young coimrcfi, waring cvelf 
form of flate which miRlit have proved 
inconvenient in a lick lamily, walked 
down to the piirfimagc, lo bid farewell 
to iicr maternal friend, as (he conftanily 
ftylcd the rcrpeftahic fuiTercr. Sbc came 
jult nt ihc time when Mrs. F.vint wai 
going to rife, und, claiming admittance 
with the privilege nf long-eflabliftied in. 
tlinacy, employed herfcif in airing llie 
good lady's (hawl ; while I.ucy was 
bulily engaged in aiTifting her mother 



J 
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to.didfh, and in fixing her eafy chair in 
k proper fituation. Mrs. Evans looked 
at her noble gueil with a tender fmile. 
" I perceive, my deareft lady Monteith/' 
faid {he; <' that there is no akeratio]! in 
«* your charafter. Your goodnefs and 
** amiable vivacity has fufFercd no di- 
" minution from the referve of rank 
** or the etiquette of dignity ; and fee 
^' the.effefl; it has upon us. We cait^ 
f^ confider you in no other light than 
•f that of our old friend. I admit you 
^ to a fick cliamberj and treat you v^ith 
^* a little groaning, while Lucy finds 
^* ypvi ioTaQ erhployment, as if you 
^ were^ftiD the playful Geraldine whom 
I' I had uTed alteraately to corred and 
^idolize; Doryouirmembcr drcfling 
^ my cat in. a blue .jacket! and trowferd^ 
' teachmg it to walk upright^ and pro* 
* teding that it was the very image of 
^ your coufin Henry ; and afterwards] 

1.4 ** when 
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** when ynu ftw htm crying at the cooi- 
** parifun, ifiving him ihe new guli 
** vntch your hther had juft bouglit 
" you, by way of confuhtion ?" 

*' 1 h;tvc many uttaioned (ini to vu 

*' fwcr for 10 HL-nry Powcrfcourt," bid 

Udy MonieiUi gTavcly, " worfc than 

■' tcarinj; hii btll Virgil to paper my 

" l)nby-houle,or caufin^ ibe ddtru^lios 

■f of hJs plitifter uf I'arii bufU by JrcP 

Ui^- fing ibm In ktf{h ciowped hati anA 

^W hooped pctiicoais to frighten llie 

*' houfc-inaid*. i liavcbiaflcd iiis faircft 

•* prufpctli ; but I have not forgot that 

•' 1 owe him an indelible debt of .grati* 

•♦ tuUc. I have juft received from him 

" an affecting congrat illation'. ' He 

" writes in a difpiritcd ftyle, and comJ 

*' plains of a low fever ; hut his wiftifl 

•' for my ha[)(»inef8 are brcalhcd in fuch 

" a llrong and afl'e^Uonatc manneff 

** that wlulc I read his letter I felt— 4 

" know 
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* know not what I felt, unlefs it were 

* a wifh that I had the power of making 
'* him as happy as he deferves." 

During lady Monteith's fpeech Mifs 
Evans was employed in mixing her mo- 
:her*s medicine. Her hands appeared 
:o tremble, fhe dropped the cup, and, 
vhile apologizing for her awkwardnefs, 
)urft into tears. " Your clofe confine- 

* ment makes you nervous, my love,'* 
aid Mrs. Evans. ^* Go into the gar- 
' den, and water your little nurflings ; 

* your friend will chat with me while 
' you are gone ; and I felt fo eafy this 
^ morning, that 1 intended to omit the 
' draught.'* 

Lucy inftantly obeyed. Her mo- 
ver's eyes followed her to the door j 
ley were then lifted to Heaven, as if 
fiforcing a filent ejaculation, and final'y 
-ttled upon lady Monteith with a look 
P fupplicatbg earneftnefst 

L 5 Silence 
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Silence cnfued for a few moments, 
which Mrs. Evans hefilatingly inter- 
rupted: "Till you aie a mother, my 
" dear madam, (faid (he,) you cannttf 
" know the full force of a mother*! 
*' fears. Mine, perhaps, are exagge* 
** rated by my prefent weaknefs. It 
L-*^ Arikes me, that my dear girl's de. 

* jefiion is even greater than my in- 

• difpofidon, or your leaving us, could 
' juflify. While I have any hopes ^ 

^ '* recovery, I conceive myfelf obliged to 
" avoid awakening her ftrong apprehen* 
•' ficns upon my account ; and 1 believe 
•' (lie is not aware that my prefent ill- 
*' nefs is attended with fymptoms of a 
** more ferious nature than appeared in 
** any former attack. If my conltitu- 
»' rion (hould prove weaker than my 
" difeafe," continued (he, with a ftill 
more faltering voice, " I (hall leave 
*« her to the protection of one of the 
« beft 



A tALE OF THE TlMEfi. 127 
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^^ beft of fathets;, hut mest caim6t fo 
*' well penetrate, into the female hearts 
?« they ca»not tteat our little peculiari- 
" ties fo delicately as one of our own 
*' fex. It would lighten my mind of 
*^ many care« could I cUfcoytt" whether 
5^ my child, has any iecret unhappinefs ; 
" even if it fhould prove fuch as I could 
** not remove, I could at Icaft/' wiping 
the tear that would no longer be fup- 
[Mreffedi *^ giv^ her ajnother's laft legacy 
'^ of advice a^nd eqnfolation.** 

Lady Monteith underftood this ap- 
peal,! aod prev^tited further inquiry by 
rimediately replying, ^^ You think, per- 
' hapS, that my deareft 'Lucy; may have 
entrufted me witbJbme fecrets which 
flie has not revealed to you ; but I do 
aflure you, if her innfQC^Rt heart ever 
farmed ai^y wiflii or attaehrtient with 
whidi you arg unacij^^ted, her de- 
licacy would everiVp^eVeiS: h^ from 

X- 6 ** giving 
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' givinj5 me the confiJencc which fliA. 
' denied lohtrjuftlyv.nctated mother, 
' It in only from I'licli jncidcnls as hay^ 
** jufl occurred, thai 1 have gained ^ 
f* tranfiiory infijjht rcfpctlingwhat paffei 
*' in her mind ; and perhaps my late exi 
' pericnce may have made nie an acca^ 
•■ lata obtcTvcr." 

' Do you mean her behaviour oi^* 

•• dropping my medicine?" inquired 

r ^ra. Kvans : " I law nothing !n thatf 

" •* except that flic was difpiritcd anJ 

V agitated." 

*' You forget then," obferved the 
cauiiiefs, " that Ilmry Powerfcourt was 
" the fulijeiS of our convciTation." 
■ A thoufand circu in (lances crowded ac 
this inftant into Mrs. Evans's mind, 
which confirmed the fagacity of her la- 
dyfliip's inference; but though the ac 
knowledged merit of the objeft leflened 
the pnin of the' difcovery, the render 
motlier 
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mother could not, without apprchenfivi 
terror, be convinced, that love had 
" paled the rofes^ on her diughter*^ 
cheek," ■-'-,•' 

" I know of no one,'* faid fhe, ** to 
** whom I could with greater coi^fidelice 
** entruft my darling*^ happinefs; yet 
** fo: many crofe accident«-occur to blaft 
*' our faireft fchemcs, that I own I 
** wifli her heart had proved left fuf- 
*^ ceptible. 1 do, however, hope that 
^ file is not a volunteer in her affeftiohs. 
" You can, my dear lady Monteith, 
''pardon my foHcitude; but can you 
'* tell me whether Henry entertains re- 
'* ciprocal fentiments ?" 

Her ladyihip appeared embarraffed by 
his inquiry. ^* I think,'* faid fhe, 
' at prefent — I mean — I can hardly 
' explain byfelf — Henry is too much 
^ attached to his fludies and retire- 
^ ineiit; but I hope his chagrin— 

<< I mean 
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hope* of f'uturo- plcafurcs and triumphs 
which youthful confidence, aided by 
ber early rccolledlion, could fupply, ]ady< 
Monteitii took leave of Powtrfcourt' 

iih fai difTcrcnt fcntiinents. Iheoncp 
ftvcriing her cyc» from the dctcflcd walJi 
of Kinloch with an ardeiu wiQi never 
inoie to behold what fhe called a burf. 

ig place for the living, could only bt- 
intcrcfted by fubJefU remotely con- 
De<^ed with dear, dear London : the 
Utter vililcd every fpot winch llic amufe- 
mentB of her youth lud endeared, and 
took leave of every acquaintance, do. 
mcAic, and friaid, witli the Ibft regret 
of remembered kindnefs. Next to thofe 
fentimentB wliicli her cvcr>revercd and 
bclovfd father excited, Iicr fci'aration 
from the Evans's called forth the moft 
lively cmouons. It Mas at firlt her in- 
tention to have requefted that Lucy 
Kiiglu accompany her to town ; but, had 



iKiigiu accompany lier to town; but, had . 
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this fatal web, my Lucy fhall never 
be unhappy. Nothing in my power 
fhall be omitted to forward the um'on 
of two hearts that feem formed in the 
fame moulds But if Henry, contrary 
to my expedadbns, fhould never 
fhow that partiality &r my fweet 
friend which her excellence deferves^ 
even Henry is not worthy of her, 
ind I will aflifl her naturally flrbng 
lenfe and refined delicacy in conquer- 
ing an ill-placed attachment. I will 
keep her fecret with religious care: 
I will feize the fir ft opportunity to 
have the dear girl with me ^ I will 
endeavour to fathom Henry's heart, 
and, without oftentatious eagernefs, 
will fet her merits as flrongly in his 
view as propriety and decorum will 
admit. If all fhould fail of the de- 
fired efFed:, flie never fhall be left to 
mufe over her griefs in folitude. I 

" will 
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^^ will amufe and confble her, nor (hall 
" fhe ever feel a forrow which itisifl 
•* my power to remove.** 

Mrs. Evans thanked the countefs for 
thefe generous intentions, yet fighed at 
the fear of their being imprafticable. ■ 
The -return of her daughter neceflarilf 
gave a check to the conveffation» which 
now turned to the fubjeft of lady Mon- 
teith's expefted vifitants. Her brd 
had pointed out to her the fingularities 
of lady Madelina's charafter ; but his 
only obfervation on his fifter was, that 
file was the prettied creature he had 
ever feen, and that (he fluttered up and 
down the caftle like a bird in a cage. 
^« I expea/* faid Geraldine, " that I 
^* fhall be much captivated by the fair 
*' reclufe, whofe behaviour at returiung 
" into the world after a long eftrange- 
" ment muft be exceedingly interefting 
*^ and natural. My lord has her pic- 

" tur^' 
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^* ture. It exhibits loveliiiefs perfoni- 
'* fied ; but it was. dx^wn previous, to 
* her leaving England ; thq charafter of 
' the girl therefore ismoft predominant. 
'* I fbould name it untaught nature." 

" And what traits," inquired Mrs. 
Evans, «' do you fuppqfe have been 
!^ added by her refidence in the wilds 
'' of Scotland ?" 

" O, an infinitude V* replied the ani* 
mated; Geraldine, anxious to divert 
Lucy's dejeftion, wluch the morning 
fx«Tcifc had not quite removed. " Aa 
^^ Lady M?.delina was uncommonly fe- 
^* vere, her^ pupil muft be the effence 
^* df complying fweetnefs. As fhe was 
^* illiberal, proud^ and referved,— gentle 
'^ Candour, yielding humility, and frank 
^^ generofity, muft mark the mind of a 
'* yojung woman who has had fo many 
f* opportunities of obferving the oppo, 

^* fite odious faults.'^ > 

«' Do 
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'* Do young woiften always obferve 
" faults, and ftun thofc they dafqover ?" 
demanded Mrs^ Evan?. 
• «' No— only a gifted- few, and prin- 
" cipally my Lucy and myfelf. I fee,* 
•' my dear Mrs. Evans,' yon are going, 
" a^ufual, to cenfure» my propenfiry 
** for detef mining charaSers from a mere 
outline, and condemning or admiring 
in' the grofs. I have often- laboured 
hard to Convince you, that^ this fa- 
^* culty is one' of the^ peculiar^ gifts of 
" nature, and that thbugfi yoi ^vA 
" jvidge from experience' and conifidera- 
** tion, /may draw as cfear inference* 
** from an intuitive att -of gufeffing. 
*' Ah! -I fee you ftill'ftfake your head 

^''ihc^^auloufly ; but"t\ii-^ fhall be my 
" evidence. Do not I find out- pet^k 
*^ wonderfully fooni Lucy? Am not 1 
^ completely miftrefs of their charitftefS 
*' and propenfities before you can hav^ 

<« adjuftei 
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^' adjufted the propriety of. their head- 
•'' drefs ?" 

Lucy ^^ith a fmile acknowledged her 
Friend's fuperior quicknefs i but added^ 
" You forget one little circutnftance. 
^^ It has frequently coft you the trouble 
** of a walk to the parfonage to fay, 
" O Lxity ! I was quite wrong in my 
*' opmion of Mr. or Mr&. Such-a-one. 
*' I hope you /have not mentioned what 
*' I thought of them." 

" Yoti are the fevered fatirift that I 
^ know," faid her ladyfhip ; ** but upon 
" this Qccafion I am fore I fliall never 
?' plead guilty. Yoaand Arabella Ihall 
" meet j and if you once pronounce 
" me right, your dear mother will be 
" cafily led to think me in future in- 
** fallible. But," continued (he, glanc- 
ing her eye upon her watch, with a 
painful confcioufnefs that the moraeilt 
of reparation was near, *« I have a fai 

«f vour 
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** vour to aflc. I know that you and Mr. 
*« Evans objed to the introdueing to 
** dear girl to fcenes above her fortune i 
* I know too that you are tenacious of 
** her vakiable fociety; yet remember 
our early endearments, and fpare her 
to me as foon as the engagements into 
** which I am now thrown will permit 
'^ me to claim her." Mrs. Evans, with 

a dejeded look, anfwersd that her fa* 
ther fhould decide. 

Lady Monteith felt the iignificaiice of 
this anfwer,' and exprefled her fenfe of 
it by dropping a tear upon Mrs. Evans's 
hand, which fhe at that moment preffed 
to her lips. ** Dear, amiable, fecond 
daughter," faid the good woman* 
my anxious wilhes, my fondeft affec 
tions, follow you into that thorny 
" and intricate path which you are now 
** going to tread. I underftand enough 
*' of the great world to know that a 

" cha- 
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^ charafter like yours muft attrad ob- 
^ fervation, illiberality, and envy. Your 
^* defire to pleafe will be called vanity j 
** your fprightlinefs, levity; your fine 
^ ' accomplifliments, an invidious affefl:- 
" ation of fuperiority. Through this 
^^ dangerous trial, remember, innocence 
'* alone will not fupport you, and fen- 
^* fibility will betray you. Keep in 
^^ mind my oft-repeated maxims, that 
^ no human charader can be per- 
^f feft, atid that it is dangerous to our 
^* peace to contemplate with too fteady 
^ an eye the failings of thofe with whom 
•* we are intimately connefted." 

•' I will remember all you fay to me, 
'' and all I have faid to you,'* refumed 
the amiable bride. *« I will frankly 
" own, that my inexperienced heart 
" flutters at the idea of the pleafures 
•* and the diftinftions xli^hich await me. 
** I (hall have many trials, perhaps many 

" ene- 
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«' enemies ; but where (hall I find friends 
«« to whom I may To lafely difcbfe aft 
*« my heart, as I do to liiy dear Mrt* 
" Evans and to my Lucy ?" 

" Make your hufband your friend j 
^* endeavour to gain his confidencCj 
" and beware of forming dangerous itf- 
f' timacies, unfanftioned by experience, 
*' which may tend to leffen your at- | 
" tachment to him. Strive to exalt the 
** preference your charms have excited 
** into firm efteem ; and if you fcould 
*^ not at firft fucceed, or not fo com- 
pletely as you wifh, do not fmk into 
dejeftion. Remember, time will over- 
«' come every difficulty, and patience 
" will foften every forrow." 

Mifs Evans, who had left the room 
during the preceding fpeech, now haftily 
re-entered. *' I have brought you,** faid 
Ihe, " my ever dear Geraldine, one other 
"^ little keep^fake.'* . Lady Monteith, 

9 opening 
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>pening the paper> fqund^ a^iife^ ^hich 
ke i-emexnbered ber fnenct b«d-b^en 
inxious to fixxiih wkb>the:moft, perfe^ 
leatnefs. V j. ij-.' r :• S '■' 

: *' I cannot take/it^lJl^r^pUe^ the 
:oiintefs 5 " I know diat when you 
^^ • netted. ky jr^uL faid> joii fmisant it for 
^* : Henry Powerfcourt." : : ^ 

^' He wants none of my purfes j you 
^* fhall have it, for you will value it 

** But if you have promifed it my 
^* love," obferved Mrs. Evans. 

5^ No— he never knew my intention^ 
f* and never (hall.** 

*' He ig infinitely more careful of h:s 
** valuables than I am," refumed the 
countefs, mingling a fnaile with her tears ; 
^* You have given me ib many nice 
" things alr.eady, and I am fuch a ran- 
" dom creature— if I fliould lofe it"~- 

<* Though 
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" Though you are going Co be very 
<^: happy, I am* • certain ycu would Ml I 
«' lofe my prefent without fiacere pain. 
*^ You will never forget me, Geraldine^j 
<^ you will oftdl write- to me f and if I 
^ fliould not bfe punftual in* my replies, 
** you will never call itBreglefl:.'*».'Thc 
friends wept a moment in each other's 
arms; lady Monteith's eyes alked her 
Lucy to accompany her;part of thewaj 
to the pianor ; but as the latter made 
no offer of that kind, fhe forbore to 
name her requeft. Once more fhe re- 
peated her affurances of Inviolable re* 
gard, and they parted. 

I have gratified my own tafte by en- 
tering into a diffufe defcription of this 
interview. Perhaps it was in no way 
more extraordinary rthan comtnon life 
often affords. They who, . ^difdainmg 
the fofter touches pf the mental pencil, 
only enjoy the bold defign which 

iketches 



A TALE OF THE TIMES. 24I 

flcetches the wildeft ftorm of the paT- 
fwnsi where the fun of realbn never 
beams> and where difcretion never con- 
trols the raging elements, will pafs 
over the uninterefting page that de- 
fcribes attachment without caprice^ de- 
je<5lion ftruggling with a fenfe of pro- 
priety, and fimplicicy affecting a dif- 
guife which it cannot fupport. Such 
readers will not join in the reflexions 
of lady Monteith, who, reviewing, du- 
ring her folitary walk home^ her friend's 
behaviour^ and rightly afcribing her 
unwillingnefs to accompany her to a 
fear of being led to difcufs a fubjedt 
to which (he was unequal, exclaimed^ 
«* Dear, artlefs, amiable girl ! Where 
« fhall I find another Lucy ?" 

Early the next morning the Mon- 

tdiths fet oflF for Loridon. At parting 

with his daughter, fir William difco- 

vcred the deep yet firm regret of difin- 

•JToi, I, M terefted 
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Krelled affedion. " I £IuU mifg yod 
•* very much, my dear love," iaid hc} 
■' but it Is for your good, fo I Ihall not 
** complain. 1 mud look for amaffr 
" ment to your Utters now» inftcad of 
•• your pretty prattle. Don't be caft 
" down, child; for 1 fliall not be doll 
*« if you are happy." The tenda 
Ceraldme could only aofwer with faer 
tears. 

At this inftanc Tvlr. £vaas, who had, 
been from home the preceding morn* 
ing, interrupted the family party by his 
chara£teri(lic adieus. " I truft, my dear 
*' lady, you are going to make many 
*' hearts happy j you will leave many 
" aching ones behind you here." Then 
turning to lord Monteith, whofe bofom 
glowed with fentiments which Nature 
meant he fliould have been better ac- 
quainted with, " Providence," faidthe 
good man with patriarchal fimplicity, 
" tas 



A TALE OF THIt Tlfia#. »t45 

** has intrufted yous my iord^irilh a 
" richjew^. W|?sr it »t yo«r h«f*.'^ 
« That I will/' replwl the young 
earl, ihaking him cordially by tbe hand ; 
'^ and for the fhare you had in giving 
*^ it to me^ reinembeT) when I am 
^^ prime mifiifter^ yoti fhaJl be flrch- 
** bifhop of Canicrbufy." A fudd^xr 
glow of plestfure brightened the geiueral 
dejcdlion. Sir William^ enjoying the 
tribute, to his daughter's worth, thus haf- 
tily extorted from her lord, more than 
he would have done a ftudied compli- 
ment, tenderly preflfed his fon-inJaw's 
hand, and led his drooping daughter 
to the chariot. The carriages drore 
off* IfOndon, and its round of plea. 
fures, foon regained pofleflion of his 
lordfcip's mind, unaccuftomed to the 
finer emotions; while his lady's eyes 
oft turned to take another view ' of 
Powerfcourt. « Farewell,*' faid Ihe to 
herfelf, ** ye dear fcenes of my youth- 

M 2 '' ful 
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" M pleafurcs. Farewell to the home 
•' and ihc protection of the bell of fa. 
" tders ! I enter upon an unlricd, and, 
" if I may irult to the experience of 
" others, a perplexinf; world. Will 
" ihchufbaml of my choice, llic future 
•' mallt-r of my dcdiny, treat roc with 
9** fuch uniform icndcrncfs as my in- 
dulfjcnt parent did ? Will he guide 
my intxpcrienccd ftcps, like my dear 
Mri. Evans? or, may 1 unbofom M' 
liim niy iiiiuuO (on!, :i!i 1 did to my 
*' fyiiipailiilinj; Lucy ? Ah ! could I 
" but be hire that I Ihall return in a 
'• few months fatislied with ray own 
*' lot, find my dear hiiiier unclianged 
*' in health and fpiiiis, Mrs. Evans 
*' welt, iind my I.ucy happy!" A tear 
ohl'cuii-il her radiant eyes;, when my 
lord rouled her from lier reverie, by 
telling her tlic number of milts they 
were from London. 



] 
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CHAP. XV. 

Come then 9 the colours and the ground prepare I 
Dtp in the rainbow, trick her off in air, 
Choofe a firm cloud before it faH, and in if 
Catchy ere ihe glance> the Cynthia of the minute* 

Pope,. 

On the clofe of the firft day^s journey, 
lady Monteith accidentally inquired how' 
far they were from Oxford, ** Admira- 
•• biy rccollefted!*' cried his lordfliip } 
^ I have always intended to go there, 
^ and never could find time. We wiir 
•* take it in our way to London." 

" Don't you recoiled/* faid th€ 
countefs, ** that by the lad accounts 
^ from Scotland our friends intend to be 
** in town before the end of this week :'* 

•* O ! we ihall run all over Oxford 
^* in a day or two. Befide, fuj^ofe 

M 3 •* they 
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** they do get to Purtland-place before J 
" us, my houfckecpcT 11 the rivileftiJ 
*' bell>brcd creature you ever Taw, 'mfi*M 
*' uitely fupciior to the niyrinidonit not \ 
" KJnloclicafllc. She will make them1 
" very fine cuurtefiel, auU llicy wUl 
** glide about and get over their 6rft 
*' wonder before wc reach town." 

" But will that be pcrfcaiy re(pe&- 
*^ ful and accommodating P' 
f. ** My dear Gcraldinc, if you takff I 
•* fo much pains to acrr-mmodnte other 
*' people, tht.'y will foon give you a 
** furfcit of courtefy. My good aunt 
" in particular; die lias had her owit 
" way years enough ; and for fear ftie 
*' fliould take up ;iny idea of managing 
" me, 1 (liall (hew her at firft that I 
" n;ean to pi afe niyfelf, and never care 
" what flie or the world thinlc about 

" it." 

The 
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The excurfion to Oxford being now 
as irrevocably fixed as the ancient laws 
of the Medes and Perfians, lady Mon- 
teith privately difpatched her own fervant 
to town with the beft apology her'mven- 
tion could frame to hertxpcfted gucfts. 

On entering the feat of the Mufcff, 

——Mother of arts 
" And eloquence, native to famous vrhn, 
*' Of hofpitable, in ker TMreet retefs, 
. ^ City or fuburban» ftudious walks and Ihades i*' 

fbe cottntefs felt a refined pleafure> un« 
interrupted by any painful recoUedions, 
till her lord, as he hurried her from the 
Ql^heatre to the Ratcliffe Library, fud- 
denly exclaimed^ *^ Have you not fonur 
** curioifity of your own to exhibit at 
^* Oxford,— a quondam lover ? How you 
^<:bluih, you little tyrant! I muft fee 
c^ him.^-^1 once intended to cut th« 
^* fellow's throat; but I am quite in 
^* charity with him now. Where is 

M4 "he? 
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*• he ? wc will have him with us at the 
" hotel this evening." 

" Indeed, my lord," (lammercd ladjr, 
MoDleith, " I um afraid he cannot, 
" come. He is very ill." 

*' 111!— O ! then we will go and fee 

him. What college does hebelonig; 

to ? — Come, we can go to his room8.| 
« firft." 

'* Not without foiQc previous co^ 

dee," Uiid the countels, •* ISn 
*• comjihint is on his fpirirs, and we 
** lliall only agitate him. It is a. low 
" fever." 

" Alowfovcr!" replied his lordfhip 
with a loud laugh. " A ftrong love-fit 
" you mean. You fpirited him off 
" very cleverly, Geraldine, and jufl. in 
*' time to fave his life ; for I had wrJt- 
** ten a challenge for him. I wonder, 
" by the bye, why you came to refufe 
" him i for he raull be one of your 
** own 
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^^ own accommodating, fort of peop]^ 
•^ to give up a charming girl to a (Iran- 
^^ ger, and afterwards fall fick about 
*^ her himfelf. We will have him; 
' •* the fight of you, and a bottle or two 
*' of claret,, will cure his low fever. •' 

*' You are all in the wrong,'* replied 
lady Monteith, who could fcarcely fum« 
mon fufficient fpirits to parry this at- 
tack ;. ^* but all your manoeuvres Ihall 
*^ not make me gratify your curiofity 
^ by explaining this enigma. I will 
•* write to Henry, and afk him to give 
^ us the meeting; but pray, remem- 
^ ber, that he really is unwell, and alfo 
^ naturally timid and referved. Spare 
^ your raillery therefore ; for, though 
^ you will be wide of the mark, his 
^ fenfibility is fo acute^ that it may 
^ give him. pain.V 

Lord Monteith, with, truth, declared 
that he never defigned to give any ono 

M 5 uneafine&«. 
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tmeafincfs. On twmiing to Ae hin 
hut ladydiip difpatched the followii^ 
letter: 

« To HENkYPoWBRSCOtJRT, Efq. 

^^•Il h impodibte to pars through 
^ Oitford iHfhout ieefifig: a fdllcitude 
^ Ibr thi health of my vahiable ftiend ; 
«^ and i! it be fiiifi(iint]y reftored to 
^ bear the t^rAcA^ your csompany this 
^ evening WDuM afford me peenli^r 
^' pleafur^* Lord Moi^eich joins amd- 
•• «ufly in this ^ifli* His impatience 
** to be ifttrbduced to ofte, on \irhofe 
^* merits he has oftto heard my fiither 
*' expatiate, trould hare carried him to 
^ your apartments ; but I doubted how 
^ far you mrght be able to bear his 
•* vifit. Come to us, my dear Henry, 
•* if you poffibly can; perhaps my 
** lord's playful vivacity may enliven 
^ you« To fee you well and happy is 

" the 
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« 

,*^ the only additbn now wanting to tlie 
-** felicity of- . * ' 

^' Your erer-futhful 

<^ and gratdful friend^ > 

** GEkALDiNfi Mohtiith/* 

m 

The ; fervant who carriccl thia epiftle 
returned with the iiiceUigence that the 
: gentleman had: been Tery ilU and wib 
-gone for change of air to fome friend'^ 
hoofa a few miles in the country ; biK 
that his feriisuit happened to come to 
rhk lodgings t6 inquire for meflages juft 
M he was^ there ; and that he had given 
iiioiithe letter to carry ta his mafter. 
" How far was his friend's houfe from 
'* Oxfcwtl ?" The fervant could not tell. 
^* Did he know the name of the gen- 
f*. tlehsa at^hofe houfeiie'was ?" No. 
^ Nor -the name of the place ?'*• Still 
a rtegative—^* Bldckbcad !^-^but I fhall 
omit the epithets by ^hich my lord 

M 6 '' exprefled 
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ezpreffed his fenfe of dt&ppointmeBr| 
for though they conveyed to his tem« 
fied lady the idea of his bring in a tow* 
ering paffion» habit made them pafs trip* 
I»ngly from his tongue without any 
confdoufiiefs of having uttered them. 
While lady Montdth therefore, pale and 
treiidt>ling, refleded upon the uniforai 
fuavity of her father's manners, a toai 
or two acrofs the room fet the carl pexw 
feftly to rights again, who, advandc^ 
to her with a fmile which perfedly be* 
came him, begged the &vour of hes^ 
38 he had loft the diverfion of quizaag 
a chum, to amufe him with a game at 
piquet. 

No other incident worth recording 
occurred during the remainder of their 
journey to London. On thdr arrival at 
thdr town refidenc^ a number of fer- 
vants ranged themfdves on each fide 
tb^^Qance to wdcome tbehr approach. 

Though 
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Though Moateith had not bellowed 
much trouble in iacrificing to tho 
Graces^ he poflefled all the natural ele« 
gance of a Behridere 4pollo. He pre* 
fented their new miftrefs wkh a look of 
benevolent freedom,, which hi» features 
vere particularly calculated to espreft $ 
and he told then^ that ihe was come to 
Bake tfaem all as* happy and as good 
as herfelf. The counter's heart felt 
agreeably dated. She call a* benignant 
glance around^ and advancing to the 
lioufekeeper, who flood at the head of 
Hxc female party, after an aflurance of 
general good- will ta all, fhe prefied he9 
hand with that graceful affability which 
*was concomitant to all her a&ions ; when 
Ae words ^^ Lady Madelina*' iaflantly 
changed theicene. 

Her ladyihip was indeed advancing 
in propria psrfona^ bridling with fliff 
^giuty, rendered yet more ftubborn by 

a fmo« 
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a fmolbered fenfe of aSront. She coil- 
graiufated her nephew in tivon toletaaif 
ftntentious; iud then bent her kicei 
to the bride with the overftrained Ioip* 
hnefs of protid humility*: Montettbf 
though he knew his aunt's diarader, 
ieh thunderftrock ; and the. timidicy 
which her ladyfhip's drefs, hgure^ and 
manner exdted, annihilated all the 
pblifhed elegance c^ Geraldine. Ihe 
parties^ therefore, ftood like what the 
fpoTtfrnen caH hounds at a fiicl^ dll 
lady Madetina waved her band for her 
niece to go up flairs firft ; which the 
latter declining^ the former wheded 
round, and, in the fame confequential 
manner, reafcended to the drawing-room. 
Lord Monteitb, as he followed in the 
proceflion, muttered to bimfelf, «« No! 
** this will never do.** 

The ceremony of being properly fixed 
in thdr chairs took up ibme miaotes ; 

and 
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ind .after three introduaory hdms, Oe* 
raldine ventured to VJ the found of 
her own toick by cxprtfBng her rcwet 
that they xrere not in town at the tlmd 
of lady Madelina'8 arrmlj the on\f 
anfwer to which apolc^ was a majeftic 
bend. Again the young coontefs made 
an effort at conrerlktioft, by hoping 
that her ladyfhip^s health had not fuf- 
fered from the fatigue of her long jour- 
ney ; another bend, and a negative, was 
the anfwer. *^ Silence again reigned 
unrivalled queen/' till her empire was 
terminated by the entrance of herfwom 
enemy lady Arabella, who, having 
given the finifliing arrangement to her 
drefs, fwam into the room to eclipfe 
her new fifter in thofe qualities of wit 
and beauty for which {he had heard 
fhe was diftinguifhed ; and certainly, 
if feature alone could denominate the 
latter, and volubility the former, the 

14 fair 
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fair Geraldine muft have hid her dimu 
niflied Splendour. 

Nature, who had beftowed upon di» 
eail of Monteith die ftriking advaiu 
tages of a feie figure and an agreeable 
countenance, had been itill more boun? 
tiful to his fifter, vhofe face and per* 
ion had all the regular Ioveline(s which 
the vaineft mother could ever deiire for 
a. darling daughter*. Thefe fuperior at^ 
tra^Hons appeared in her earlieft years ; 
and as the fyitem of policy purfued h^ 
the houfe of Macdonald. did not add^ 

4 

any lucrative temptations to the charms 
of their females,, this rare bounty of 
nature was treafured with the moft im? 
remitting care, as a fure means of fe- 
curing an honourable eftablifhment. The 
plan of her education confided in 
avoiding whatever was bad for the eyes, 
bad for the fliape, and bad for the com- ^ 
plexion i and in acquiring whatever wa& 

per. 
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perfectly elegant and fuitable for a young 
lady of the firft fafhion. 
' t have already mentioned the moumi» 
ful incidents which in her feventeentb 
year baniihed the lovely Arabella from 
London, and confined her within the 
fecluded walls of Kinloch. The fame 
event put a flop to her improvements 
and her pleafures. The confined edu- 
cation of her prefent protedrefs, lady 
Madelina^ had not even paced the nar- 
row circje of female accomplifliments ; 
and her obfervations had been wholly 
limited to the neighbourhood where her 
local pre-eminence allowed her to reign 
undifputed fovereign. No wonder, there- 
fore, that fhe conceived her niece to 
be ^ miracle of erudition, becaufe fhe 
could fpe^ French with tolerable volu^ 
bility ; or that her jejune performances 
in mufic and painting fhould meet with 
unbounded celebrity among the vifitants 

at 
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at the caftle, where few underftood, 
and none dared to cenfu^e. But, ex* 
dufive of the pleafure which even grt)6 
adulation beftorwed, the three yean 
which fhe fpe^t in Scotland formed om 
continued period of mortification and 
regret. 

Lady Madelina^s recolle&ion of tbofe 
early difficulties which had at lafl in^ 
Auenced her to reward fir Simon's loflg 
and generous attachment, determined 
her to refcue her niece from fmSim 
trials by adopting her for her heirefs^ fdf 
thofe ample poffeffions which her ux^ 
orious hufband had alienated from bii 
€Mmi family. But upM becoming peP 
fonally acquainted with her, and And* 
bg that all the beauty and all the vir- 
tues of the race from old Donald to 
the prefent times were centered in the 
peerlefs Arabella, (he grew paffionately 
Ibnd of her> or rather blindly partial 10 

what 
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what fhe fancied the fummit of all hu* 
man excellence. To banifh her chagrin, 
and to awaken reciprocal attachment, 
fhe treated her with unbounded induU 
gence ; but as indulgence always defeats 
its aim^ it neither made the young lady 
grateful nor happy. On the contrary, 
fhe grew every day more capricious, 
Yain> and wretched. She could not love 
or refped a perfon who neither checked 
her faults nor ftrengthened her virtues. 
8he foon learned the art of turning her 
aunt's weaknefs to her own advantage, 
and coniidered the favours fhe received 
as a tribute rather than an obligation. 
Without one fenfible friend to enlighten 
her judgment, without one correct model 
by which to form her charaOier, fhe 
niflook affeftation, elegance, and fafli- 
dioufnefs, for delicacy. 

Nor did her diflike of retirement pro- 
ceed from a relifh for poliihed fodety 

and 
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and refined pleafares. She only thought 
that the power of her charms was li< 
mited to too narrow a fphere ; and fbe^ 
wifhed, like the fair Phaeton of the lall 
age, to *' obtain the chariot for a day," • 
that " ihe might fet the world on fire." 

Though an invitation to London had 
at fiird infpired a heartfelt compla- 
cency for her new fifter, her reported 
graces had foon obliterated that idea, 
and ingrafted in its (lead the baneful 
germ of envy^ Had the lovely Geral* 
dine entertained iimilar ideas^ their firil 
interview might rather have been-called 
the battle of the beauties^ thaa an at*, 
tempt to conciliate fifterly afie£tion and 
reciprocal regard,. 

Proteus, the poets tell us, could 
aflume a thouiand refemblances f 
but, whether he feemed . a lion or a 
fawn^ be was Proteus ftill. Like him, 
.lady ArabctUa could tack an infinitude. 

. of 
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of modes on her natural habit; but, 

• « 

whether it was the manner of the dove 
or the tnagpie, fhe was ftill at heart the 
vain, cold, felfifli Arabella. After a 
long confultation flie had determined, 
chat the brilliant would be beftfuited 
to her intention of intimidating her ri- 
val y and having arranged her drefs in 
a manner better adapted to the magnifi- 
cence of a court-ball than to the eafe 
of a private party, flie burft upon her 
aflonifhed fi(ler-in-law, who in vain at- 
tempted to trace a remote refemblance 
of that artlefs wild fimplicity which her 
creative imagination had afligned to the 
unknown " Highland laffie.'* 

The introduftory compliments were 
now difpatched in a manner diametri- 
cally the reverfe of the dry referve of 
the former converfation. Lady Arabella 
was in ecftafy. The carelefs fimplicity 
of the bride's travelling habit could not 

pretend 
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picte&d to any competition mthrher 
own profiifion of ornament j and botk 
the beauty and the vivacity of Gent 
dine fuffered from, the chagrin whid 
tbe. manners of her vifitors ioTpicdL 
Confcious fuperiority always fpeaks k 
hyperbole. Arabella had been v» 
inen£ely tired with her jomney, mi 
rapturoufly delighted with her new n^ 
lation, and infinitely felicitous that thejf 
might foon become the ftrideft of 
friends. 

While ihe fpoke, her eye reverted to 
every objed, except the fubjeft of her 
enthufiaftic admiration. Her aunt view* 
cd her with a complacency which the 
countefs thought her features could not 
polTibly have aiTumed, but which was 
fometimes interrupted by obferving what 
effect this fparkling converfation had 
tipon the Monteiths; for, though k 
could not poflibly anfwer any end, ladj 

Madelina 
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fadelina^ would have felt inortified if 
yea ^^hei* . n€|>hi^w (Ud not acknowledge 
ow infinitely bis filler excelled his wife* 
{er obfervations that evening were li- 
mited to a {koTt period : his iordihip 
ttad bufinefs to tran£u£t with his banker; 
vhich could not pofiiblf be delayed } 
and he foon left tfaem^ whifperifig hii 
Udy, " Go to bed if you are tired of 
'' them/' 

Gieraldine did not ooncdve hcrfelf 
urarranted to follow her lord's advice. 
She made feme attempts to gain a fhare 
in the converfation ; but the playful 
wit and eafy fweetnefs which at Powert 
court ** engroffed all hearts and charm- 
ed all eyes/' had now lofl all its 
power, and file funk quietly into the 
lefs brilliant but ufeflil charafter of a 
hearer; while her guefls enumerated 
the old titles which might be revived in 
tbM houie of Macdoftald, and. fettled 

the 
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die exad place in which the rq>iielei 
tive of their honours ought to val 
the next coronation. 
. They fisparated at an early honr. ' 
young countcfs did not find ha^lf 
pofed to fleep, unaccuftomed as 
had been to contempt and to unki 
pefs. Powofcourt and the friends 
her youth ruflied full upon her mi 
^ What/* faid fhe to herfelf, *• am ] 
** expeft from ftrangers, when d 
** with whom 1 have juft contrafted 
*^ tie of kindred are even ftudious 
*' fhew thdr diflike of me ?" To i 
refleftion followed a fear, that her I 
would^ leave her, unprote&ed^ to tl 
pride and folly; and the bitter. t( 
which fhe had hitherto refttained cou) 
each other down her cheek. 

At that inftant lord Monteith en 
ed. He had met with a party of his 
friendsj who would felicitate him u 
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rr- Ma nuptials, and he was returAed home 
"?"% a very joyous humour, «* I was 
" very ferry to leave you, my deareft 
-^ Geraldme/* faidhe ; " I know it was 
*f rude and aukward to go out the firflr 
"^^ evening after you came home j but 
^ it was not in the power of man to 
^ endure my confequential aunt, or the 
^ ridiculous automaton that Arabella has 
«* become. Did they get a little more 
^ tolerable after I left them ? Ha ! you 
" are in tears — ^I fwear by heaven, that 
** if they have given you the leaft 
** caufe for uneafmefs, they fhall both 
** leave my houfe to-morrow morning." 
Lady Monteith ktiew enough of the 
earl's temper to be convinced that this 
threat would be fulfilled. Her prudence 
not only determined her inftantly to 
avert from herfelf the dreadful imputa- 
tion of violating the harmony of the 
family into which fhe was adopted, but it 
VOL. I. N made 
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made her alfo relblve to aflume die 
amiable charader of a mectiltrix if any 
cMitentions (hould ia future arife* Hap- 
py in the hope that (he fliould ever ^t^ 
ierve her avowed preeminence in h€r 
lord's affe£Uons, her forrows feemed to 
^^pate like a morning mift, and {bt 
anfwered with a fmile, that flie had been 
wicked enough to be entertained with 
the eccentricities of the {trangers, which 
doubtlefs proceeded from too reclufe a 
mode of life, and would certainly be 
worn oflF by a little commerce with the 
world, " I have," continued Ibc'^enough 
*' to condemn myfelf for ;•— I have been 
a petted child, and, feeling your ab- 
fence this evening more than I ought, 
«« Powcrfcourt returned to my memory, 
" But do not reprove me. My heart, 
^* Monteith, is formed for ftrong attach- 
<* mcnts. I have preferred you to my 
^' father's houfe and my early friends ; 

" yet 



cc 
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f * " yet muft I ever * remembier that Aich 
^^ things were,' and 'that they'were moft 
•** prcdotis.* The young earl ga2ed at 
her with the tendereft regard, vowed 
l^temat afiedlion, and for a moment 
.;«rondered how he came to:fiad out fuch 
an angeh 

But while the amiable Geraldine thus 
purfued her early defign of fecuring, 
meliorating, and corrie£ting the heart of 
her lord, his noble relations were em- 
ployed in adding a little adyentitious 
iuel to their own native fire. The 
ftranger was arraigned (but not at the 
bap of . juftice. oit candbiir), and found 
guilty of the following offences, which, 
a$ tJaey werd I fupported by pofiti ve evi- 
dence, could not afterwards be difprov- 
ed : Firft, Ihe muft be nobody, not- 
withftanding Mrs. Archibald Frazer, of 
.Annale, had affirmed that the Powerf- 
courts were a good family j for lady Ma- 
delina had detefted her in the very zQt 

N a of 
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bfihakbghSmdawidi tfervatit; bdide^ 
lady Monteith's terriEed maimer at firft 
iieeu^ her, proved that flie had never 
bcea in company widi a lady of quaiitj 
before. Secondly > fhe was no beauty} 
for (he was not above the mtddte fi^ 
and her complexion no better than a 
brunette ; her features too had notlung 
of the Rubens' caft^ and were totally 
diffimilar to aQ the firft*rate toafls in 
the pidure*gallery at Kinloch. Thirdly, 
&e was no wit ; for fhe never tried at a^ 
iHspartee all die evening, and her expref. 
iions were as common as thofe of a 
houfe-maid. This degraded creature 
being no longer an obje£b of terror to 
lady Arabella, fhe refolved to try if fte 
could not live upon good terms with 
her; and lady Madelina obferved, that as 
the girl feemed good-tempered, and had 
a large fortune, perhaps her nephew, who 
was but a thoughtlefs kind of a young 
nian, could not have dcxie much better. 
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CHAP. XVI/ 

Good htimour only teaches cfa^nns to ]aft» 
Still makes new oonqueftsy and maintains the paft^ 
Love raisM on beauty will like that decay, 
'Otir hearts may hear its (lender chatn a day } 
. As Aow'ry ba»d« in wantonaefs are woroj 
A morning's pleafure, and at eveniBg torn i 
This hinds in ties niore eafy, yet more ftrong, 
. The willing heart, and only holda it long. 

• Pon* 

The ceremony of congrattlatory cards 
novr commenced. Ic ^ras followed bf 
tifitt from thofe ladies who wiflied to 
form a clofer intimacy, and by the intro* 
duflion of the bride and lady Arabella 
at conrt. The death of fir Simon, 
though nam nearly baniihed by liibfe- 
quent events from the memory of his 
amiable relic, was, ftill too recent to at 
low of her joining in thefe ceremonies. 

N 3 She 
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She could, therefore, only hear 
bdy Arabella, what (he would rather 
have feen, ibjl the bride was complete^, 
outdone upou every ovcaHou. The £uf 
narrator's laudable dcfign of making 
llcr aunt happy tcntpicil her to fome. 
ilbiall cxaggeraiioos. The Grecian ma- 
del of beauty, which the form and ^ice 
of Geraldinc rcfeniblcd, wai more coo^ 
Ibnant to the public tafte tliao the round 
^age, uniform regularity of featuiet^ 
■nd auburn locks of the northern beauty; 
The fjgiiri; oi ilic latter was uidiied more 
coiifpicoous; but being Itfs correflly 
moulded by fafhiun, it feemed to yield 
in ck-gance to the poUfhed fymmeiry of 
ihij cver-graceful countefs. The lily 
and the rofc were rivalled by Arabella's 
complexion ; yet Hlics and rofes may be 
bought at Warren's, which by candle- 
light luuk ahiioft as well as nature ; but 
what cyJiiiclic ciin bellow thai *' pure 
and 
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and eloquent blood'* which fpoke in 
Geraldine's face, and might almoft 
juftify the opinion of the poet, " that 
her body thought?" 

If from their perfons the obferver re- 
verted to the drefs and manners of the 
fiftcr beauties, the palm indifputably 
belonged to the countefs. In her fe^ 
leSion of ornament the corredlnefs of 
her tafte led her to rejcft what was 
exuberant and fuperfluous j and by ftu- 
dying fuitablenefs rather than fplendor, 
flie ever appeared with the graceful prcr- 
priety of a woman of fafhion; while 
lady Arabella was loft in the maze of 
taflels and flounces. The terms upon 
which fir William Powerfcourt lived 
with his neighbours were not calculated 
to infpire his daughter's mind with any 
ideas of inherent fuperiotity, further 
than what her own merit juftified^ His 
family pride was not of^ a hoftile clwt- 

N 4 rafter. 



I 




a;! A TALE or the times. 

rafter. Ir rather taught hitn to ref 
llhnrclf, ilian to dcfylk ciihcrs. Edu- 
kaueJ in the fpirit of bcn^-volcnce and 
nniYcrrfal good.will, If any indicatioDt of 
luent vanity fomctimcs appcaretl to 
Xheck the iipblcT growth of Ccnililiiic'l 
:lbu1, Mrs. Kvans was ever at hand to 
cntBcate the pernicious weed. The in- 
terna] ptm<:iple thusfccureJ, her naiivtf 
good fcnfc and obfcrvation taujtbt hei 
to copy the exterior of politends from ' 
Ac befl models which her fituatioiii 
affordfJ ; iimltin her entrance into the 
lirfl: circles, (he only appeared to want 
a little familiarity with peculiar cudoms, 
to realize tn its fulleft pcrieftion the 
chara^er of a well-bred woman. 

On the contrary, lady Arabella's 
conllant attempts to fliine announced 
the effort, and mifTcd the eiVufl. Hau- 
teur could not command refpcft from 
ihofe who, equal or fuperior in rank, 
allowed 
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allowed nothing to the clahns of a longet 
pedigree. Confeffedly Inferter . to moft 
young ladies of her own ftation in ac* 
tjuired graces, the mere attradion of 
beauty, though foon felt« was as foon 
forgotten* The flippant obfervation and 
fevere farcafm^ which at Sanloch*caftl^ 
pafled for eloquence and wit> could not 
endure the teft of more competent 
Judges, who cannot relifh a fneer unlefs 
recommended by fome other quality 
than mere malignity. When to thefc 
considerations is added the refledion^ 
that the world is generally more inclined 
to approve thofe who foKcit their fkvour 
than thofe who command their attention, 
it will not be wondered at, that general 
opinion loudly proclaimed lady Mon- 
teith a very charming woman ; and that 
if ever the. filence of polite referve was 
interrupted by repeated inquiries of 
♦' What do you think of lady Arabella 

N 5 '^ Mac. 
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" Macdonald ?" the moft candid aohcr 
generally received was, "Nothing very' 
•* ftriking." 

The Philofopher who attempts todur 
feribe the fectet powers of nature will 
not ezpeSt to trace the footflcps of the 
Ibvereign Qucea *< in crowded cities" 
or " the bufy haunu of men," but it 
the fcqueftcred glen or uncultivated 
mouniain. The Moralift who, by a , 
tcription of the human charadOti 
'idles to correfl the failinjjs of the hu- 
man heart, will not place his fphere of 
obfervation in ihofc fcenes where faihion 
prefcribes a genteel uniformity of man- 
ners. The crowded ruut, where every 
body is wcilbredj the drawing-room, 
where tvery body is well dreffed ; the 
public breakfatl:, where every body is 
lively; and the opera, where every body 
is in C'cflacics, inay prove an author's 
intimacy with the great world ; but, 
however 
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however the reader may be dazzled by 
the glare of finery, the mind commonly 
complains of meagre entertainment. A 
few general obfervations will fuffice to 
defcribe the firft month of lady Mon- 
teith's acquaintance with falhionable life. 
She trod the giddy maze of diffipatiou 
with firm but graceful ftep. The voice 
of flattery, though foothing to her ear, 
excited no dangerous emotion. Her 
charader retained its primitive virtues, 
her heart remained faithful to the im- 
preflion which was now confecrated by 
indelible ties, and her judgment con- 
tinued to prefer the mild luftre of con- 
nubial happinefs to all the glare, of 
faihion, and all the fafcination of plea- 
fure. 

The earl of Monteith ftill continued 
to think his Geraldine the moft perfeft 
of all human beings, and himfelf the 
moft fortunate man in the- world. It 

N 6 was 




was impoflible for him lo thiok other- 
wife i for all Ill's young friends declarci 
htm a happy fellow, and his courtly ac* 
quaintance pronounced his lady to be 
the mofl divine creature ever feen. It 
was alionifhing, they laid, how llie 
could acquire fuch an air of high lOB 
in her fecludcd fuuation ; and flill moTt Ij 
wonderful, that the rcl'plcndcnt fame of [I 
the fair rcclufe had not pervaded the Jj 
jural fhadea by which Ihe wag furround*i 
td. " Your tafte in beauty, my lord," 
they added, " is perfectly accurate, and 
" the world is infinitely obliged to yoa 
•* for introducing this paragon to iti 
•' adoration." 

His lordfliip always went home hi 
raptures from fuch converfaiion ^ but 
his lady was cither gone out with a 
party, or the prcfence of his noble re- 
lations qualified his tranfports, and con- 
vinced him that one angel cannot pro- 
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te€t the joys of the domeftic paradife, if 
fpirits malign over-leap the facred inclo- 
fure. The hours intended to be de- 
voted to the endearing charities of prt 
vate life were moft commonly ufurped 
by high difpute and four contradiftion, 
to which the foftening obfervations of 
the countefs could not always give the 
air of fportive raillery. Lady Arabella'^ 
poiitive refufal to attend a public break- 
faft given by one of her brother^s greatell 
intimates, and to which he had thought- 
lefsly engaged his female inmatds with*** 
out previoufly confulting lady Madelina^ 
difconcerted the earl fo much, that he 
determined even to give up the plea- 
fares of London^ and to betake himfelf to 
the wild Ihores of Loch Lomond, rather 
than continue where he could not be 
mafter of his own a^oQS. To his loud 
complaints againft feminine perverfenefs, 
his lady vainly attempted to oppofe her 

obferv- 
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obrcrvaiion, that though lady Arabdik't 
refufal tu go had rather an air of pch 
linacil}', it merely rdlriflcd her own 
cotidud, and Loutd by no meant bfl 
conltrucd iiiio an uticmpr to control Ul 
f peifcd liberty. The truth wa», lord 
\ Montciih wan as dcfirou* uf f;ovcraing 
u his After wai unwilling to obey ; and' 
his qiicTulout h'jtrcd of rcAridion led, 
bim to rcrutinixc every word, lookf, 
und a£linn, which feeiaeil to 
lltatc ;ij>aiii(l ihc wililmii of his decifionl 
and lilt; ircrduiii of his conduct. Lady 
Aiab;;lb'K rcfiilul to go to the breakfad 
had been a)jj;rava[i:il by fonic rcfieiiioM 
on the iiiviicr's rudcncfs in not return- 
ing her turtcfy at Raiiclagh f to which 
lady Madglina a^lilcd, iliat a ncglc£k of 
poliicni-Ts was tlic true criterion by 
which a |>lLbcian lamlly might always be 
difcovtrcd. His lordfliip lb bitterly re- 
Icntcd thiii rarcaliu, that, regardlefti of 
14 the 
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the fair faiiie of the titled Macdonalds 
now committed to his charge, here- 
folved to convince the world that peers 
6f the realm may be as unpolite as com« 
moners ; and though lady Madelina and 
her niece talked of removing to a villa 
near Richmond in about, a months he 
determined not to endure the tempo- 
rary thraldom, but immediately to 
emancipate hinrfelf from their fetters, 
by fetting out for Moriteith j and, with the 
inconfiftency which frequently marked 
bis charafter, he appointed the very 
morning fixed for his friend's public 
breakfaft for his own departure. 

Lady Monteith's heart, as I have al- 
ready hinted, was not wedded to the 
amufements of London. Her natural 
tafte and early habits did not teach her 
to ftart affrighted at the name of foli- 
tude, nor did the recoUedion of mild 
colloquial pleafures induce her to regret 

the 
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At tsaeSf file was gomg to leave. Oil 
the ooctiarT, had the manner been bel^ 

died CD Ae projeft^ tbe propoiA 
viGdrng bcr lord's hereditary pofiet* 

woold have met her entire s^ro* 
hadoc She woold have rejmced in the 
f iv £^ e BL c^ renewing thofe des of grad- 
mit aod generofitj, whidi had been 
kttg didblvcd ; and the hope of reani* 
madi^ a for!c»ii defert r^^icm would 
have aflbrded eqnal gratification to her 
naarre benevolence and inherent love of 
diixnaion. But while fhe TecoUeded 
her lord's often-repeated preference rf 
London and aUiorrence of Scotland, 
file regretted that piqae and difpleafure, 
not dutv and convidKon, had wrought 
the dcfired change. Ruminating with 
deep r^et on thofe traits of her huf- 
band's charafter, of which this incident 
gave her a fiill view, Ihe fhuddered at 
the idea of her own mifery if the fatal 

period 
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period fhould ever arrive when fhe 
ihould lofe her prefent influence over 
his afiedions. What was ihe to expe£l; 
from paflions fo irritable, fo impatient 
df control) and from a difpofition fo 
little influenced by the reilraints of de« 
corum, Of the opinion of the world ! 

"Mrs. Evans's remembered admoni* 
tion diverted her mind from purfuing 
this melancholy theme; but^ as fhe 
traced the chain of her parting precepts, 
{he felt that there was one obfervation 
with which ihe never could coincide. 
Should the event which her fears antici* 
pated ever take place, ihe kne^ it would 
be a misfortune which time could nevei* 
overcome, a forrow which patience ne- 
ver could fofcen. 

While the fwectly^tempered mind of 
the young countefs framed extenuating 
apologies, and concerted a thoufand 
little a£ts of attentive kindnefs, to mi« 

tigate 
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t)gai« the painful ctfefli oi her 
felf'tvillixl iieglitjrncc ufton ilit- ntlndiof 
bit friciiUi. Ihc wu agreeably rurptiiMd 
to find aiVAiri in tlic bed tritii polTibb^. 
iod a jfrcnicr degree ul' coriltHlit}> xnd ' 
good-humtiur arole Imm whiit (lie fuf> 
jK^al niuiL hiwe provuU the JcBili>blQn 
to fftPitily ctmity. No fooncr lud th« 
•arl Minouncetl liii inicntiuii o( ktung 
9Ut Tur ScoUanil, and iryln}; to niak« hii 
Itl caflle ibmeiliing ImbitabJe, than iti9, 
•£tive imagination uf lady Madeline ft«ir 
ba*li i>. tliu liinrn ol lu-r );i.iii.il,iilKr, 
wlicn Montciil) wui in it* greatefl fpWn* 
dor. She again uiuicipated the found 
of ilic buf^lc-horti, reverberating round 
its projciiliiig towers, lo funimun t))« 
clan to attend tlicir feudal chieftain to a 
hunting pariy or a curling match, 
llcr iiiiiid now recurred lu the grandeur 
of a public day, the court glittering 
with fpletidid vifiiurH, tlic dcfulated 
halli 
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balls refounding with the cheerful notes 
pf the bagpipe, and numerous fervants 
in gaudy liveries conducing the afto- 
nifhed guefts through the long galleries 
to a magnificent entertainment. Fired 
at the idea, Ijer countenance; loft its 
ufual afperity, and with an air of melt- 
ing kindnefs (he applauded the wifdpm 
pf her nephew's proje£^. '* By all 
^' means," faid fhe, ** endeavour to re* 
^* ftore the caftle and its vicinity cxadly 
*^ to the fame ftate in which it was at 
*' the time of your great-grandfather. 
.*« Never be feen beyond its walls with- 
<* out a train of archers ?ind, broads 
5' fword-nien. Your anceftors would 
** not even appear at Stirling without 
" fifty attendants, moft of whom were 
^^ Macdonalds in the right line. It 
•' ftruck an awe into the neighbour- 
** hood J for not one of thefe gentlemen 

" ever 
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fiir Gcraldine mall hare hid her dtnu- 
lulhcd fjilcDdour. ' 

Nature, uho had bcflowed upon d)»: 
carl of Montdth the (Iriking advan* 
Cages of a fuic figure and an agreeabJe 
countenance, had been flUl more boun* 
tiful to hi> fidcr, whofe face and per- 
ibn had all the rcgubr luvdincfs which 
the raiacft mother could ever deCre for 
n darling daughter. Thefe fuperior at> 
traAions appeared in lier earlJefl yeart i 
tnd at the ryftem of policy purfucd b% 
the houi'c (.1 M^uiilnn.LlJ Md nol aJ<I 
any lucrative tcmplations to the charms 
of their females, this rare bounty of 
nature was Iicafured wiih tlie nio/l un- 
remittinjf care, as a fare means of fe- 
curing an honourable tfiabliJhinent. ITio 
plan of her education confided in 
avoiding whatever was bad for the eyeSi 
bad for tlie /hapc, and bad for the com- 
plexion ; and ia acquiring wJiatcver was 
per. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

I rue the riches of my former fate 5 
- Sweet comfbrt*8 blafted clufters I lament : 
» I tremble at the bkfiings once fo dear. 

Young. 

The day preceding that fixed for her 
departure from London, lady Monteith 
was painfully furprized by the prefence 
of an unexpefted vifitor. This was no 
other than Henry Powerfcourt, who, 
having at lafl: determined to vifit Italy, 
impofed upon himfelf the fevere taik of 
bidding farewell to that treafure, the 
lofs of which had rendered his native 
country a defart fcene, barren of every 
joy and every hope. Having thus di- 
vulged a fecret, at which before I only 
hinted, it ftill remains neceflary to de- 
velope the motives that induced this ex- 
traordinary lover to refufe the bleffing 

which 
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haMf in anagreeable refidence. Her 
ladyOiip repaid the favour, by pronuliQs 
to reftorc all the yaluable cmbeUHli- 
menii which file had furrepdnoufljr con- 
veyed to Einloch cafUe, as Iboa as 
Mfloiekfa ms rdoQatcd in in prifiine 
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CHAP. XVII. 



I rue the riches of my former fate 5 
Sweet comfort's blafted clufters I lament : 
. I tremble at the bkfiings once fo dear. 

Young, 

The day preceding that fixed for her 
departure from London, lady Monteith 
was painfully furprized by the prefence 
of an unexpefted vifitor. This was no 
other than Henry Powerfcourt, who, 
having at laft determined to vifit Italy, 
unpofed upon himfelf the fevere tafk of 
bidding farewell to that treafure, the 
lofs of which had rendered his native 
country a defart fcene, barren of every 
joy and every hope. Having thus di- 
vulged a fecret, at which before I only 
hinted, it ftill remains neceflary to de- 
velope the motives that induced this ex- 
traordinary lover to refufe the bleffing 

which 
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vhich ihe amiable fingularides of fir 
William Powerfcourt had placed wilWa 
hU reach. 

From his carliefl. youth his fu/bcpd* 
ble mind had felt ihe full power of hi» 
coufm's charms; but while his admira- 
don rendered her raillery more exqui- 
fildy painful, it prompted the ardent 
yet unacknowledged wifh to acquire 
every lauda!;Ie quality which could re- 
commend him to the favour of the love* 
lied fif her fex. His inexperienced 
heart knew not ilic nature of that paiiion 
to wliicli it waf; a vidim ; if it liatl, the 
native reclitutlc of Iii.-; mind wciild have 
flarted with inbred horror at a difco- 
very that fcemtd to (tamp every un- 
generous, ine;in, and ungrateful vice 
upon the LinjiriiK-iplud villain, who dared 
to lift his iLirifh eyes to the angelic 
daughter ui his honoured benefa£lor. 
So far, therefore, from taking any iti- 
direct 
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lre£t means to obtain the objeQ: of hi^ 
ifhes, thofe wiflies were unpercelved 
^en by himrelf, and he fancied that ht 
herifhed no other fentiments than fuch 
s could be juftified by the ties of friind- 
lip and affinity. The general admira- 
ion which Geraldine attrafted feemed 
confirm this ideaj and though the 
aquietude which he ever felt at hfearing 
f her having made any particular con- 
[ueft might have removed the dfelufion, 
le ftiU foothed himfelf with thfe perfua- 
ion that his anxiety arofe oiily-from a 
riendly folicitude for her welfare, and 
le forbore to probe the wound till it 
)ecartie to6 deep to admit of ciire. 

The terms of the letter in which fir 
William had fummoned him to Powerf- 
:ourt excited a wild tuitiult of hopes 
md fears, and firft cbntinced him that 
he intereft he took in his fair coufin*s 
[\appinefs was not fo entirely abftrafted 

VOL. I. o from 
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from felfifh confiderations as he had 
fuppofed. ^ A faithful old domeflic, viH> 
was the bearer of this epifUej could not 
forbear telling the enraptured youthi 
that the general report of the famSj 
pointed him out as the heir and fon-ior 
law of their refpeded maften A tboii* 
fand expreilions of fir William's were 
now recollected in an inftant, and Hea- 
ry's ardent mind explained their equi- 
vocal nature as decidedly fignificant of 
the genarous plan which had been iong 
formed in his favour. His reception 
elevated thefe hopes into certainties; 
for, though fir William forbore any 
particular explanation, the uncommon 
kindnefs of his mannerj and fome in- 
jundtions to Henry to do fuch and fuch 
things after he was gone, baniihed every 
remdning doubt of his intentions. 

Nor did Mifs Powerfcourt's unufual 
dejedion alarm her lover with the ap- 

prieheniion 
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prehenfion that her fentiments were not 
in unifon with her father's. He thought 
that a reflefting mind muft feel a tern- 
porary depreffion during the period of a 
deciTion fo momentous to its future wel- 
fare. Yet while he regretted the ab- 
fence of that charming vivacity which 
he alike dreaded and admired, and 
anxioufly wiflied that fir William's ex- 
pefted declaration would releafc him 
from that filence which his delicacy 
prefcribed, and leave him at liberty to 
reaffure his miftrefs's virgin heart by 
proteftations of fervent gratitude and 
unalterable love, he thought even Ge- 
raldine herfelf never appeared fo lovely 
with all her enchanting graces fporting 
around her, as fhe did in her prefent 
interefting melancholy. 

This golden dream foon .terminated. 
On the fourth morning after his arrival 
at Powerfcourt, Henry furprifed Ge- 

o 2 raldine 
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laldine in an agony of grief too violent I 
|o be referred to any other caufe thai 
extreme and hopekls forrow. The fo- 
ttdtude of generous love was infiantly 
awakened, and he entreated her confi- 
dence in terms ftrongly indicative of 
affeaionate fympathy. ^' If/* faid the 
lovely mourner, fixing her radiant eyes 
upon him with a firm but d^pairit^ 
look ; " if you are indeed the noble dif. 
^ interefted Henry I have ever fuppofed 
*f you, I may yet be happy ; if not^ 
*' I am a wretch for life. Tins is not 
*' a time for difguife and aflFeaation. 
'* My lather intends that you fhould be 
my hufband; but though I efteem 
your virtues, my heart avows a prc- 
*' ference for another, which I never 
** can furmount. Nothing but mifery 
*^ can rcfult from our union. Be ge- 
nerous, Henry ; and, by reftifing me, 
prevent a difclofure which would be 

5 '' deftruftive 
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f ^ dcftruftive to my father's peace, and 
•* to which nothing but defpair Ihall 
** ever drive me.*' 

As all language would be inadequate 
to defcribe the feelings of Mr. Po\^erf- 
court, I fhall only fay, that he lilently 
dropped the fair hand which he had ar- 
dently grafped at his entrance, and, 
after a minute's paufe, ftammered out 
1 few words expreffive of his refolution 
to ccmiply with her requeft. He then 
haftened to the door. *' Stay,'* faid 
Getaldincj whofe heart, relieved from 
the burden of her own forrows, in- 
ftantly felt for him to whom fhe ap- 
peared to have transferred the infup- 
portable load ; " Stay, and hear the 
" effufions of gratitude, efteem, friend** 

<c fhip*' « No,** faid the tortured 

youth, breaking from her, *' if I ttif 
•* another moment, I never can refigit 



« you/* 
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His fubfequent condu£b has been ^ 
ready defcribed, and the myftcry ^ 
lady Monteith's requiring two thoufat^* 
pounds a-year to be left at her fole d^-^* 
pofal will be explained, by obferviiP-i 
that fhe thought even that fplendid Ac^^* 
native would be inadequate as a proc^^ 
of her efteem for a man who had e 
dently facrificed his own happmefs t 
her's. Her afTefUonate wiihes pointe 
to Lucy Evans as his bed and moft fui 
^ble reward. 

Sir William's refentment at M 
Powerfcourt's fuppofed indifference 
his daughter's merits had foon fubfide^ 
and a little after the departure of tt^^ 
Monteiths he fent him a friendly inv'"-^ 
tation to come and fee him, with a 
affurance that he was ready to ferve hirT^ 
in whatever way he thought proper t^ 
point out. Henry determined upon thi^ 
vifit, with the expectation that his me^ 

lancholy 
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ancholy would be relieved by frequent- 
I iig the fcenes in which he had nurfed 
118 infant paflion, and that the conver- 
ation of his refpefted benefaQor would 
both his faddened fpirits. The air of 
lejeflion and indifpofition which was 
jpread over his countenance excited the 
dnd attention of his benevolent kinf. 
:nan. He took him all the walks and 
rides he ufed to take with Geraldine, 
ind, by way of diverting him, con- 
lantly dwelt upon a nhemo which he 
.hought muft be pleafing, the afFeftion 
of lord Monteith, and his daughter's 
happinefs. " It is very ftrange," fir Wil- 
liam fometimes faid to himfelf, '^ that 
*• Henry refufed Geraldine, and yet he 
•• don't like to hear of her being happy 
*' with her huiband ; and after all, they 
" never ufed to fall out ; and Henry is 
«* a very good young man, with nothing 
** of envy or malice in his difpofiiion." 

04 He 
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He iaw but little of the family atdit 
redory. Mrs. Evans declined rapiclljt 
her hufband feemed to need all the con- 
folations of fbong fenfe and chridian 
£9rtitude to fupport the ihock, and the 
gentle Lucy funk^ like a broken lily 
under the beating of ^' the pitileft 
ilorm." She feemed ftudioufly to fhun 
converfing with Mr. Powerfcourt ; and 
when an interview was unavoidable^ 
ihe was not only deje£ted but refcrved. 
As he once. attempted to recall to her 
remembrance the joyous fcenes of ju- 
venile amufement, when the manor-boufe 
and the parfonage feemed alternately 
the temple of innocent cheerfulnefs, fhe 
turned fuddenly, and, g^^dng at him 
with a penetrating fmile, obferved, *' that 
^< the temples remained, but they had 
" loft the goddels who irradiated the 
" fcene/' 

Difap. 
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Difappointed in his expedations of 
finding confolation in thofe objefts which 
ufed to adminifter delight, Henry at' 
laft anfwered fir William's inquiries of 
what he could do to ferve him, by re- 
marking, that he thought the falubrious 
climate of Italy might be of fervice to 
his health, and that the numerous ob- 
jeds which it prefedted to the curious 
eye might diffipate the languor which 
indifpoficion excited. Though fir Wil- 
liam was convinced that England, par- 
ticularly Caernarvonftiire, was the moft 
healthful climate in thfe world, 'and con- 
tained a fiifficient niimbct of wonders 
to entertain iany rational man, yet he 
thought that the whimfies of ficfe people 
fhould be treated with the fame indul- 
gence as their palled appetites. His 
aiTent was accompanied by a liberal al- 
lowance ; but he dhargcd him to ftop in 
Lond6n,* and^ if lerehMontcith and Ge^ 

o 5 raldine 
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nldine had not left it, to make Aur 

■ 

houfc his home for a few weeks. ^ 
** company of your coufin/* faidbv 
** will do you good; and my lordi 
*« ftill livelier than (be is. Belide, you 
•* may have an c^portunity of getdng 
*^ the beft medical advice the kingdom 
«« affords; and, I charge you, don*tbe 
«« guided by outlandifh phyfidans white 
«« you are abroad, for they never ca^ 
" underfland what is proper for ^ 
** Englifh conftitution. I have n^ 
•' doubt, H^iry, that your good fenf^ 
** will keep you from running wild, ^ 
•* many of our young fly-about. travel"' 
^^ lers do ; and I dare fay you will nO^ 
** difgrace my regard for you, by pre'' 
** tending, when you come back again^ 
*♦ to like other countries better than* 
** your owil" 

No phyfician at thai time refiding in 
London who ^* could minifter to a 

mind 



i' 
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mind difeafed," or who could ^' pluck 
from the memory a rooted forrow/** 
Mr. Powerfcourt did not apply for me* 
dical afliftance; and he regretted that 
the eftablifhed laws of fociety compelled 
him either to vifit the fair troubler of his* 
peace before he left England, or, by at<r 
tempting excufes to which his ingenuous 
nature was unequal, excite fufpicions of 
a fecret which he flattered himfelf was: 
confined to his own bofom. He called. 
at Portland-place at an unfeafonable. 
hour, and without previoufly announcing, 
his intentions. He wa§, however, ad* 
mitted, contrary to his hopes, and found 
himfelf in the countefs's drefling-rooni 
before he had acquired fufficient forti-, 
tude to fupport the trying interview. 
He advanced with timid fteps, refigned 
her oflfered hand with refpeftful cold, 
nefs, and, glancing hiis eyes over the 

o 6 happy 
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happy envied Montdth, took* a [jwr» 
and attempted a perplexed converfafic^ 
Hit lordfiiip immediately found ito 
EfS intended raillery had loft all it&^* 
ttdng piquancy. The dejedion, eX^" 
barraffment, and evident indifpofition ^ 
ftis rival affefted his good nature, a^^ • 
he ftrove by repeated attentions to d^^^* 
fipate his confufion. But as it rath^^^ 
increafed than diminifhed, his lordfli^^P 
recoUefted that his behaviour might haw^^ 
an air of infult ; and, after two or thr^^^ 
attempts to occupy hi« own mind b— *y 
ripading the charades written on a fir^^' 
fcreen, he at laft confidered, that th '^ 
moft conciliating conduQ: he could adop^ ^ 
vrould be to take himfelf out of th^ 
room, which, after defiring Henry t^^ 
fpend the day with them, he immedi^ 
ately did, with too much precipitation t^ 
hear his reply* 

Lady 
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Lady Montcith was by this rime fuf- 
ficiently recovered from the perturbation 
which native delicacy and innate bene- 
volence had excited, to inquire after 
her father's looks and fpirits. She 
heard, with delight that he feemed 
perfedly well. " And," added Henry, 
" I have the unfpeakable pleafure to fay, 
** that, thanks to your generous media- 
*' tion ! I fecm completely rcftored to 
*' his favour.'* 

*' Do not talk of my generofity, Hen- 
•* ry, for fear I (hould enter upon a 
<* never-ending theme — But our friends 
«' at the reftory — Can you tell me any 
*« good news of them ?*' 

*' Mrsv Evans declines rapidly — fhe 
•* cannot continue long." 

" O, my deareft Lucy,** faid the 
countefs, burfting into tears^ '^ excel- 
'' lent, forlorn girl! who will comfort 
" you I'* 

«* Can 
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** Can thofe be forlorn whom yon 
« love ?" replied Henry. " Your friend- 
** fliip, Geraldine, is a blefling which 
** muft compenlate for every other lots.*' 

" You forget that my prefent fitua- 
^* tion impofes duties upon me which 
«* no longer leave me at liberty to fly 
•' to that dear girl to comfort her filial 
" foTTow. Does (he feem fenfible of 

her approaching calamity ?" 

I do not know ; I faw very little of 
«* her. Can you tell me, lady Mon- 
*' teith, why I have been fo unfortunate 
** as to lofe Mifs Evans's confidence?" 

" You cannot have loft it ; I know 
^' her fentimcnts too well ; fhe regards 
*^ you ^^ith all the efteem your merit 
" deferves/* 

" I thought myfelf a blank in the crea- 
'« tion, banifhed from the good opinion 
^* of every one except your excellent 
'' father." 

** Indeed^ 
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^* Indeed, Henry, you muft caft afide 
^' this mifanthroptc humour. It robs 
*^ you of all the amiable candour na- 
*• tural to your charafter/' 

«« I truft, lady Monteith, I fhall find 
•^ it the difeafe of the climate. In 
«« eight-and-forty hours I hope to bid a 
** long farewel to England, to all my 
*' forrows, and — '* he jufl recolleSed 
himfelf in time to forbear adding, '^ and 
«* to you." 

** Let me not," faid the countefs in 
evident emotion, ** engrofs any more 
" of your time, which muft be fully 
occupied with preparations for your 
journey. We fhall, I truft, meet ' 
'^ on your return, with the reciprocal 
** pleafure our early interviews afforded. 
** Permit me to addrefs to you thofe 
*' fentiments in wTiting which I find 
*' it impoflible to utter in converfa- 

**--ti9n,rV - 

He 
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He replied, ** Your letters, madam, 
** wi|l be invaluable." Finding his refo- 
ludon unequal to the tafk of further 
converfation, he prefented his addrefs, 
bowed, and withdrew. 

As Henry Powerfcourt will not for 
f6me time appear again upon the fcene, 
I (hall fubjoin hdy Monteith^s firft epiftle 
to him, with his anfwer. They occa- 
fionally correfponded during his refi- 
dence abroad ; but the remainder of his 
lettersr were irrelevant to the fubjeS of 
this Mftory. 

" To Henry Powerscourt, Efq. 

Do not accufe me of departing 
from the delicacy of my fex, if the 
warm imereft which your welfare 
** and happintfs excite induces me t6 
*^ adopt a freedom in my expreflions 
** which our near aflfeiity and long 
^' friendfliip alone can jufUfy. Far from 

** feeling 
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^ feeling the cruel pride of conqueft, 
my heart participates in your dejec- 
tion fo ftrongly, that while I fancy 
myfelf the caufe of your unhappinefs, 
I think it is felfifh in me to enjoy 
that cup of bleffing which would 
** otherwife be my portion. 

*' I have reconfidered my conduft 
•^ from mygirlifh days. Youthful le- 
*^ vity may have led me into indifcre- 
'^ tions J but my confcience acquits me. 
^' of the bafe coquetry of endeavouring 
*' to excite hopes which I never meant 
<* to confirm. Let the friend whom I 
^' fhall ever efleem, after a retrofpeft 
*^ of his own condud, declare what 
part of his behaviour expreffed fenti- 
ments too lively to be applicable to 
the affedion of a relation, and the 
intimacy of a companion. If I rightly 
appreciate the purity of his principles, 
he would have rejected with abhor- 

" rence 
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^ rcnce every defign of forming a con- 
*• nedion uniandioned by my father's 
** approbation, and the knowledge of 
^ that approbadon was not communi- 
** cated till my heart had loft the power 
** of being juft to the merits of the man 
** he propofed. 

When I appealed to your genero- 
fity^ I knew not how painful a facri- 
fice I required. The more I feel it, 
the more I venerate your charader ; 
while my knowledge of your firm 
felf-denying fortitude encourages the 
hope that it will be finally exerted 



iQ 
€€ 
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u 
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^* for the reftoration of your own peace 
" of mind ; that time and abfence will 
'' prevent your exalted fpirit from bend- 
** ing under an unavoidable difappoint- 
** ment ; and that your afFeftions will 
** at laft be juft to the merits of fome 
** amiable woman, who, with virtues 
fuperior to what I could ever boaft, 

«* will 
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** will blefs you with the undifputed 
^* preference which, much as I cfleem 
•^ your merit, I never could beftow, 
England, my dear Henry, contains 
many fair patterns of feminine worth ; 
*' but I will not point out that excel- 
*' lence which your judgment will beft 
*^ difcover. Let it fuffice for me to fay, 
that, as my happinefs muft be in- 
complete while corroded by the for- 
** rows of thofe whom I tenderly love, 
*/ prudential confiderations need not 
** circumfcribe your choice. I owe yoii 
<* a debt of gratitude, which a pecuni- 
«^ ary recompence, however liberal, can 
" never repay. Let me hear frequently 
'' from you, and let me hope that the 
" reafons will foon ceafe which banifh 
^^ you from the fight of 

** Geraldine Monteith." 
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" To the Countefs of Monteith. 1*^ ^ 

** I confide in your honour for Aft 1 
** concealment of a paffion which I twft I ] 
** your difcernment has alone difcover- 
^< ed. No blame attaches to the coo- 
^< duft of the moft amiable of women. 
** The audacious J but inexperienced 
*' youth, who prefumcd to admire the 
** moft attradive pattern of female love* 
V linefs he ever beheld, defenres to fuf- 
^* fer for the prefumptuous hopes \\ hich 
** a father's preference firft tempted Wm 
" to encourage. 

*• Anxious to avoid giving pain to 
•* that heart which I earneftly pray may 
" long continue the peaceful feat of 
** connubial happinefs, I will endea- 
*^ vour to exert the firmnefs you re- 
" commend. I will pay a ftridl regard 
" to my health, and court amufement 

<^ in 
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** in every juftifiaWe form. Should I 
<« fail in my efforts to regain my peace 
** of mind, let not the reOitude of 
*' your principles ftart at the idea of 
** infpiring an unwarrantable fcntiment 
•* in my bread. An innocent attach- 
** ment fhall never degenerate into a 
*' guilty paffion. I remember that you 
** are now the wife of the earl of Mpn- 
" teith : I remember that I withdrew 
** my pretenfions in deference to his 
** jufter claim. Eternal infamy light 
*' upon the wretch who feeks to diifolve 
*' a bond fanftioned by every law hu- 
man and divine ! Eternal infamy light 
upon him ^vhr^ under the pretence 
.>x ^jiXiL nti^ncntal attachment, feeks 
^ '-itc an undue interelk in a ma- 
«^ tron's heart ; 1 will never return to 
** Eiigiand till 1 can fee you without 
*' emotion in that character j and this 

" is 
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«^ is the lad letter which fhall exprefs a 
<^ thought inconTiftent with the equa- 
^^ nimity of an affedionate relation and 
^^ a fincere friend. 



" Henry Powerscourt. 
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